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The past year has shown the UN’s failure to deal with Israel and Hamas’ terrorist attacks.
The first anniversary of the October 7 massacre by the terrorist organization Hamas, the worst attack on Jews since the Holocaust, underscores the catastrophic failure of the United Nations Secretary General António Guterres and the High Commissioner for Human Rights, Volker Türk, in their main task – the fair and impartial promotion of peace, security and human rights.
Top of Form
Bottom of Form
The disproportionate concentration of the UN on condemning the Israeli defense measures in Gaza and Lebanon raises serious doubts about their neutrality and capability. The relativization and contextualization, as if the cruel slaughter of civilians could be excused, the assertion of the moral equivalence of terrorists and a self–defending democracy, the silence of UN Women on the fate of Israeli women and the clear disregard for Israeli hostages – over 100 are still being held by Hamas in terrible conditions, many of them brutally murdered – are deeply disturbing. Israel is striving for peace, but will respond resolutely to any aggression, while maintaining its international responsibility and moral compass.
Remarkably silent
The selective application of standards by Guterres and Türk has brought the UN to a new low. It is a reminder of the bad times in UN history, when the General Assembly equated Zionism with racism.
Volker Türk, who is remarkably silent when Israel is attacked, has previously advocated such punitive measures against Israel. His rhetoric, which at times reflects the most egregious slanders against Israel, is in total contrast to the impartiality one would expect from a high-ranking UN official.
Surprisingly, Türk’s silence was deafening when Francesca Albanese, a UN official who is part of Türk’s human rights apparatus, accused Israel of making radical, unfounded accusations and called for Israel’s expulsion from the United Nations. The Secretary-General’s extremely inadequate response: the independence of the UN rapporteurs.
This passivity is in stark contrast to former UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan, who called for the disbanding of the discredited Human Rights Commission because he recognized that its lack of credibility undermined the UN’s mission.
The UN leadership not only fails to counter unfounded accusations, but has often become a mouthpiece for the Palestinian narrative, turning a blind eye to the destabilizing influence of Iran. If Guterres and Türk are really interested in a solution, instead of slandering Israel, the UN has the necessary tool – Resolution 1701, which calls for Hezbollah’s withdrawal from southern Lebanon.
It is not too late for Guterres and Türk to change their ways and listen to Rabbi Ammiel Hirsch’s Jewish New Year’s sermon, which he delivered a few days ago about the lack of international leadership after October 7: “What does it take for those who consider themselves to be role models of social justice to stand up for the Jews? And if not for Jews, then at least for the central values of the Western Enlightenment?

