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Panel on Iraq Erred, Ex-Investigator Says

By JUDITH MILLER 

A former investigator for a committee examining the United Nations oil-for-food program in Iraq has accused the committee of compromising its investigation by giving Secretary General Kofi Annan internal information that violated the confidentiality of a witness in the inquiry.

The allegation is contained in papers filed Saturday night in Federal District Court in Washington by Robert Parton, a former lead investigator for the Independent Inquiry Committee, who resigned his post in early April. The committee was appointed by the United Nations and is led by Paul A. Volcker, a former chairman of the Federal Reserve.

The executive director of the committee, Reid Morden, denied in an interview last night that the panel had given Mr. Annan any information that others being investigated had not also been given, and said the panel had not violated any pledge of confidentiality to any of its witnesses.

The accusation constitutes an escalation in the dispute between the Volcker committee and Mr. Parton, a former F.B.I. agent. 

After Mr. Parton resigned, he turned over documents he had taken with him to the House International Relations Committee in response to a subpoena. The Volcker panel accused Mr. Parton of violating his employment agreement by taking documents, and on Friday, Mr. Volcker's committee went to court seeking to expand an earlier court ruling by demanding access to all the information Mr. Parton had retained.

Mr. Volcker contended that lives of Iraqis and others who had cooperated with his panel were at risk by the disclosure of this information. 

This court fight has emerged as the most heated exchange between the Volcker committee and Congressional committees investigating the $64 billion oil-for-food program, which has been shown to be rife with mismanagement and corruption.

Mr. Parton's court filing, made in response to Mr. Volcker's request for his information, accuses the Volcker committee of "compromising the integrity of the ongoing investigation." The document says that he resigned because unknown to him, members of the committee gave the name of a witness who was cooperating confidentially "and the substance of his statement to the secretary general and his counsel."

Mr. Parton said he retained the documents because he feared that he would be accused by the witness of having violating his confidentiality agreement. He also said he needed the documents to show that it was the committee's fault.

Lanny J. Davis, a Washington lawyer who is representing Mr. Parton, said the Volcker committee, "in an apparent panic over potential harm to their own reputation as a result of a flawed investigation, has chosen instead to recklessly and repeatedly malign Mr. Parton's reputation." 

Although the court document does not identify the witness, Adrian P. Gonzalez Maltes, a lawyer in Paris, said the witness was a client, Pierre Mouselli, a Lebanese businessman who lives in Paris.

The Volcker committee disclosed in a report in March that Mr. Mouselli had told the panel that he had had lunch with the secretary general and his son, Kojo Annan, in South Africa in September 1998. At the time, both Kojo Annan and Mr. Mouselli were trying to solicit oil business from Iraq. An issue in the Volcker committee inquiry is whether Kofi Annan learned about his son's business plans with Iraq at that lunch.

Mr. Mouselli first told the Volcker committee that he believed that Kojo Annan had told his father of his desire to do business with Iraq and that he had visited the Iraqi Embassy in Nigeria. Two days after Mr. Mouselli was interviewed by investigators, he informed the committee that he was no longer sure that the visits to the Iraqi Embassy had been discussed at the lunch. Mr. Gonzalez wrote to the committee that it was his client's "assumption" that Kofi Annan would have been aware of his son's business dealings because the "main purpose" of the lunch was "to discuss Kojo Annan's business activities with Mr. Mouselli."

In a letter to Mr. Volcker dated May 9, Mr. Gonzalez said he had received a telephone call from Kofi Annan's lawyer, Gregory Craig, and that his client, Mr. Mouselli, had been called by Kojo Annan's lawyer, William Taylor, seeking clarification about what Mr. Mouselli had told the committee. The clarification was sought after information about Mr. Mouselli's identity and the substance of his testimony was provided to Kofi Annan, according to Mr. Gonzalez.

Mr. Craig confirmed that the committee had given Mr. Annan information about what it was planning to publish. He also said he had called Mr. Gonzalez to check on whether Mr. Mouselli had told the committee that the Iraqi Embassy visits had been discussed at the lunch. Mr. Craig said Mr. Annan had been entitled to see the material prior to its publication, and that there was "absolutely nothing improper" in his telephone call to Mr. Gonzalez to seek a clarification of what Mr. Mouselli had told the Volcker committee.

