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The Chief Rabbi of Argentina, Rabbi Gabriel Davidovich, was severely beaten at his Buenos Aires home in the early hours of Monday morning, and has been hospitalized with “serious injuries” according to the capital's Jewish Community Center (AMIA). 

AMIA issued a statement on Monday saying that Davidovich, Argentina’s chief rabbi since 2013, was “beaten and savagely attacked by a group of strangers who entered his house,” at 2 o’clock in the morning. 

Davidovich’s wife was tied up during the break-in and the assailants stole money and other possessions from the home, while telling him: “We know that you are the AMIA Rabbi,” according to AMIA’s statement. 

The rabbi reportedly suffered serious injury in the attack and remains hospitalized.

AMIA described the attack as “alarming” and called on the authorities to quickly investigate the assault against Davidovich and his wife.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said that the international community must act against antisemitic incidents in wake of the attack.

"I send wishes for a speedy recovery to the Chief Rabbi of Argentina, Rabbi Gavriel Davidovich, and his wife, who were brutally attacked," he said in a statement. "We must not allow antisemitism to raise its head. I strongly condemn recent antisemitic incidents and call on the international community to act against [antisemitism]."

Diaspora Affairs Minister Naftali Bennett sent his wishes to Davidovich for a speedy recovery and called on world leaders to stand up against antisemitism, emphasizing in particular the need for Argentina’s government to bring the perpetrators of the attack to justice. 

“Today, the leaders of the world in Europe, in South America [and] all over are failing in their responsibility to learn the lessons of the past,” said Bennett. 

“But unlike the past, today we have Israel, and every Jew around the world must know they have a home here: we are waiting,” he continued. 

“But for Jews who want to live in Argentina, or France, or England, or the US or anywhere, we are also here. We will stand up against antisemitism. A strong Israel is the only answer - our enemies should know [that] Jewish blood is not cheap."

His words were echoed by other Israeli politicians across the political spectrum.

“We are together with you in the struggle against antisemitism: in Argentina, in France, or anywhere else where the darkness tries to hurt us,” Labor leader Avi Gabbay said in response to the attack. 

Benny Gantz, head of the Blue and White Party, said; "we will fight the antisemitism that raises its head firmly in the world."
Knesset Speaker Yuli Edelstein (Likud) said he was "shocked" by the attack.

"Last week, I met with Latin American ambassadors and asked them to convey a message that the Jewish state will not be silent in the face of antisemitic attacks and the duty of local governments to uproot them," he added in a statement.

Social Equality Minister Gila Gamilel (Likud) said the attack was a "hate crime... the result of antisemitism that is rising around the world."

"We pray for the safety of Rabbi Davidovich and his rapid recovery," she added. "Argentina Jewry - The State of Israel is on your side."

Amir Peretz (Labor) also consoled the community and urged Argentinean authorities to take actions.

"The government should demand that the authorities in Argentina act quickly and decisively," Peretz said. "We must do everything to ensure the welfare of Jews everywhere in the world."

Ayman Odeh, Chairman of Hadash-Ta'al, remarked in a statement that he was, "shocked by Rabbi Davidovich's attack in Argentina."

"Racism is racism and racism is racism, and should be condemned everywhere," the Arab MK added.

Jewish leaders, too, were robust in their condemnation of the attack.

Chairman of the Jewish Agency Isaac Herzog condemned the attack and said that “we must fight to the end the human garbage who’s source and motives are the hatred of Jews,” and said that the Jewish Agency would help lead the fight against global antisemitism.

“The World Jewish Congress is shocked and incensed by the brutal attack against the Chief Rabbi of the Asociación Mutual Israelita Argentina, Gabriel Davidovich, who was savagely beaten by robbers inside his own home,” WJC CEO and Executive Vice President Robert Singer said late Monday.

Argentinian officials and security forces are investigating the violent incident to bring the perpetrators to justice.
