UN critical over Lebanon militias 

The UN Security Council has criticised Syria for failing to move towards disbanding militias in Lebanon. 
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Original Source: http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/4641892.stm
The council said its 2004 resolution on disarming militias was not being met and that Lebanon had not restored authority over all its territory. 

The statement did commend Lebanon for measures to stop the movement of weapons into its territory. 

The 2004 resolution had also called for Syrian forces to quit. They left last year amid huge anti-Syrian protests. 

'Serious message' 
The BBC's Susannah Price at the UN says the council is clearly concerned about Lebanon's lack of progress in reining in the armed groups based in the country. 

The militias include the Syrian-backed Hezbollah and armed Palestinian groups. 

Secretary General Kofi Annan's special envoy for implementing the council's resolution, Terje-Roed Larsen, said it had sent a serious message. 

The US ambassador to the UN, John Bolton, warned the council did not have an infinite amount of patience to wait for Syria to comply. 

"This is a clear, unanimous signal from the security council of what Syria still has to do. I hope in Damascus they read it very carefully and then comply," he said. 

Beirut too was urged to pursue efforts to disband the militias. 

The council statement was based on a report by the secretary general which also said that weapons had been moving into Lebanon. 

The council commended Lebanon for taking steps to stop this and called on Syria to do the same. 

Syria withdrew its forces from Lebanon last year amid massive anti-Syrian protests that followed the murder of Lebanon's former prime minister, Rafik Hariri. 

