UN 'has enough evidence to pin Hariri's assassins': source
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BEIRUT: UN Chief Investigator Serge Brammertz "has enough evidence to pin Hariri's assassins," according to judicial sources, as Lebanon's top officials prepare to discuss the nature of the court that will try those accused of assassinating former Premier Rafik Hariri. 

The judicial sources said that Brammertz, who succeeded Detlev Mehlis in leading the UN probe investigating Hariri's murder, "has told a Lebanese officials whom he met since his arrival in Beirut last Thursday, that he has enough evidence and information from the files he received from Mehlis to determine and pin those involved in Hariri's assassination." 

The spokesperson of the commission stated that "the commissioner has made no comment of this nature to anyone, owing to the confidential nature of all investigation activities." 

UN Undersecretary General for Legal Affairs Nicolas Michel will arrive in Beirut Thursday to confer with Lebanese officials on the nature of the court that will try Hariri's murderers. Lebanon had officially requested a court of an international nature. The Security Council passed a resolution (1644) to this effect, but added that more discussions with Lebanese officials were required. 

UN Secretary General Kofi Annan's spokesperson said: "Michel will meet with Lebanese officials to discuss ... the nature and scope of the international assistance needed for those charged with the killing of Hariri and others to be tried by a tribunal of an international character in keeping with Resolution 1644." During his three-day visit, Michel will meet with Lebanese President Emile Lahoud, Speaker Nabih Berri and Premier Fouad Siniora, Foreign Minister Fawzi Salloukh and Justice Minister Charles Rizk. 

Lebanese sources said Michel will only listen to what Lebanese officials have to say and note their ideas on the matter, but will not present them with ideas. 

The sources added that through this step, the "formation, headquarters and jurisdiction of the international court will be determined." 

Meanwhile, judicial sources said that Brammertz "considers the Syrian side to be the main complexity in the work of the UN probe, especially that Damascus has not given a clear and definite reply regarding its full and unconditioned cooperation with the UN probe. He is also waiting to interview Syrian President Bashar Assad, who hasn't given the UN probe an OK for that." 

Damascus had declared more than once that it will cooperate with the UN probe, but holds on to the condition that Brammertz signs a memorandum of understanding with Syria, which would limit the jurisdiction of the international investigations. 

The sources ruled out the possibility that Brammertz would sign such a memorandum "because he sees that there is a UN Security Council resolution [1636] which is clear about Syria's role and its obligation to extend full cooperation to the UN probe." 

Also Wednesday, Lebanese Chief Investigating Magistrate Elias Eid listened to the statements of two witnesses in the Hariri assassination case. 

Michel is also expected to look at whether the UN Hariri investigation should be expanded to probe a wave of deadly bombings in Beirut since Hariri's death.

