Anatomy of a UN Crime against Humanity
May 29, 2024
By Anne Bayefsky
Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs
https://jcpa.org/article/anatomy-of-a-un-crime-against-humanity/

Executive Summary
War for Palestinian Arabs and Arab and Islamic states that reject coexistence with Jews and the Jewish state has long had two phases. The first is the physical annihilation of Jews. The second is commandeering the United Nations to deny the Jewish state the right to defend itself and to enable repeats of the first phase until their goal is accomplished. The UN is the central vehicle for hijacking and perverting international “law” and the principles of universal “human rights” in the service of warfare and antisemitism.
This scheme did not emerge for the first time after October 7, 2023. The overall endeavor to eradicate the Jewish state and reverse the General Assembly vote to approve its creation on November 29, 1947, has been in operation for 75 years. At the same time, the post–October 7 onslaught is different in speed, intensity, and reach. We are witnessing the frightening and predictable pathogenesis of phase 2. For more than half a century, the United Nations and its international appendages have become engorged with a terrible—and lethal—combination of antisemitism, wealth, and global influence. Today, we bear witness to the perversion of law and human rights in the cause of the destruction of Jews and the Jewish state.
Events of October 7 and thereafter make the inextricable links between the United Nations and fatal antisemitism painfully clear.  Physical proof shows that UN facilities were connected to Palestinian terrorist infrastructure and that UN employees were physically engaged in atrocity crimes. The UN moved immediately to deny Israel the right to defend itself. It excused, justified, and blamed the Jewish victims. It obstructed and prevented condemnation. It fostered indifference. It pushed discrimination. It denied the crimes. It refused to call out the events as antisemitism. It subverted legal principles to promote more terror and to create impediments to the release of the hostages. It redirected humanity’s moral compass. It equated a lawless terror organization with a democratic society governed by the rule of law. It flipped the script between victim and perpetrator, attacked and attacker, right and wrong. It removed Israeli suffering from the scales of justice. It harnessed the velocity of the Palestinian attacks to mount a legal and political onslaught at breakneck speed.
It made no difference what Israel did afterward, short of self-immolation.
So here we are. Jews are still in captivity, tortured, raped, and starved. BDS is on steroids. The criminalization of Jewish self-defense and Jewish self-determination is underway.
We are witnessing a United Nations crime against humanity.
* * *
War for Palestinian Arabs, and Arab and Islamic states that reject coexistence with Jews and the Jewish state, has long had two phases. The first is the physical annihilation of Jews. The second is commandeering the United Nations to deny the Jewish state a right to defend itself and to enable repeats of the first phase until their goal is accomplished. The UN is the central vehicle for hijacking and perverting international “law” and the principles of universal “human rights” in the service of warfare and antisemitism.
This two-headed monstrosity did not emerge for the first time on October 8, 2023. The overall endeavor to eradicate the Jewish state and to reverse the General Assembly vote to approve its creation on November 29, 1947, had been in operation for 75 years. Hence, the current iteration of this genocidal war against the Jews follows a familiar path.
At the same time, the post–October 7 onslaught is different in speed, intensity, and reach. We are witnessing the frightening, and predictable, pathogenesis of phase 2. For more than half a century, the United Nations and its international appendages have been allowed to become engorged with a terrible—and lethal—combination of antisemitism, wealth, and global influence. Now we are forced to bear witness to the perversion of law and human rights in the cause of the destruction of Jews and the Jewish state. This is even more sinister given the widespread delusion that non-Jews will have immunity from the same nihilistic forces that today deny self-defense to Jews and the embodiment of Jewish self-determination, Israel.
Events of October 7 and thereafter make the inextricable links between the United Nations and fatal antisemitism painfully clear. There is physical proof that UN facilities were connected to Palestinian terrorist infrastructure, and that UN employees were physically engaged in atrocity crimes. And we know that immediately, while the massacre of Jews was still unfolding, UN actors, agencies, and institutional structures lined up to vilify the State of Israel.
Within hours, the situation on the ground was public and shocking. The bodies were still being counted. The barriers between Gaza and Israel were still open, Israel’s shoreline was still not secure. Terrorists within Israel were still being confronted. Israel was frantically attempting to rescue the hostages before they disappeared; all the while, Israel was under rocket fire and facing two other active fronts. The response from Israel in Gaza itself was still minimal. In these first few days, what did the United Nations do?
The United Nations moved immediately to deny Israel the right to defend itself. It excused, justified, and blamed the Jewish victims. It obstructed and prevented condemnation. It fostered indifference. It pushed discrimination. It denied the crimes. It refused to call out the events as antisemitism. It used legal principles to promote more terror and to create impediments to the release of the hostages. It confused humanity’s moral compass. It equated a lawless terror organization with a democratic society governed by the rule of law. It flipped the script between victim and perpetrator, attacked and attacker, right and wrong. It removed Israeli suffering from the scales of justice. It harnessed the velocity of the Palestinian attacks to mount a legal and political onslaught at breakneck speed.
Slowing the momentum of this hate and aggression in phase 2—lethal politics and faux law through the United Nations—necessitates knowing what hit us.
We are witnessing UN crimes against humanity.
The analysis below is a snapshot of the first six months since October 7, 2023.
1. Deny Israel Its Legal Right of Self-Defense
First and foremost, UN actors refused to acknowledge or support Israel’s right of self-defense. This fundamental right of every UN member state was never mentioned even once by the Security Council, the General Assembly, the Human Rights Council, the Secretary-General, or the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights. The calls for a “ceasefire” weren’t issued because of anything in Gaza; they were issued immediately lest Israel even try to exercise its right, and its duty, to defend its people. The United Nations came right behind the Palestinian terrorists of October 7 to thwart the Israelis who survived.
The record includes:
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Volker Türk, October 7, 20231
“I call for an immediate stop to the violence, and appeal to all sides and key countries in the region to de-escalate to avoid further bloodshed.”
President of the UN General Assembly Dennis Francis (from Trinidad and Tobago), October 7, 20232
“I urge all parties to refrain from further violence & to seek an immediate path to peace.”
The UN refugee agency only for Palestinians, UNRWA, October 8, 20233
“UNRWA supports calls to reach an immediate ceasefire and a halt to the violence everywhere.”
The unprecedented attack on Israel was only eight hours old, Israel had barely mustered its response, and Israel was already being told to stop doing anything “violent.” Telling Israel immediately to avoid further bloodshed was, in effect, advice to drop dead. The appeal to “all sides” from the United Nations’ top human rights official was moral bankruptcy, a grotesque equation between aggressor and defender, the rapist and the raped. From UNRWA, the alleged humanitarian agency, came a moral parallel between butchering Jewish civilians and preventing more of it. Israel supposedly should have instantaneously refrained from fighting back against the violence because to do so was violent. In short, from the UN came an immediate call for Israel to do nothing, and imagine peaceful coexistence with those in the midst of massacring its population. The UN told the bald-faced lie that international law says a country in these circumstances should restrain itself. Actual international law says Israel, like all countries, has a right and duty to defend itself, and to prevent further loss of Israeli lives.
a. The Record of the UN Security Council
The UN Security Council met on October 8, 2023, and did absolutely nothing.4
Contrary to the illusion of daylight between various Palestinian factions, from day one, the Palestinian Authority assumed the role of diplomatic representative of Hamas, Palestinian Islamic Jihad, and all the perpetrators of October 7. Palestinian UN representative Riyad Mansour went on offense in his familiar stomping grounds, convening a news conference in advance of the Security Council’s October 8 closed session.5
His finely honed strategy had four prongs.
i. Prevent the Council from issuing a statement supporting Israel’s right of self-defense:
“We know only too well that the messages about Israel’s right to defend itself will be interpreted by Israel as license to kill.”
ii. Switch perpetrator and victim:
“Where is the international protection the Palestinian people is entitled to?…We are not subhuman. We will never accept a rhetoric that denigrates our humanity and reneges our rights.”
iii. Issue threats of violence:
“If this is about vengeance, then many Palestinians will feel they have much to avenge.… Israel cannot wage a full-scale war on a nation, its people, its land, its holy sites, and expect peace in exchange.”
iv. Repeat the reference to 1948 and the creation of the Jewish state (for the sake of those who still don’t get it) as the original problem:
“Israel has announced dozens of times that it had handled the Palestinian problem by war against our people or peace with others since 1948.”
The gambit worked before October 7, and at the United Nations nothing on October 7 made a difference to its continued success.
The Security Council, the UN body defined as the central agent for the “maintenance of international peace and security,” needed unanimity to issue a statement and could not muster it. Every one of the veto-holding members of the Council—the United States, the United Kingdom, France, China, and Russia—had citizens who were victims of Palestinian terrorist atrocities on October 7, both dead and missing or presumed kidnapped. Thirty-six UN member states had nationals murdered by Palestinian terrorists on October 7. And yet, the Council could not condemn Hamas and other Palestinian terrorists for the atrocities perpetrated against civilians or issue a statement in support of the UN member state of Israel’s right of self-defense.
Six months later, there have been three Security Council resolutions adopted after the United States refused to exercise its veto power.6 And yet, including those resolutions, the Security Council still has never condemned the October 7 attack, has never condemned Hamas for anything, and has never acknowledged or reaffirmed Israel’s UN Charter right of self-defense.
On the contrary, as late as March 2024, Russia and China vetoed, with the backing of Council member Algeria (on behalf of the “whole Arab world” in its words), a U.S. draft resolution that in the weakest possible manner would have condemned Hamas. The condemnation appeared only in the draft resolution’s preamble and the draft deliberately failed to label Hamas a terrorist organization.7
The Biden administration made speeches on the occasion of all three Security Council resolutions. It pointed out, for instance, that the resolutions “did not condemn Hamas or reaffirm the right of all Member States to protect their citizens from terrorist attacks.” And then the government of the United States folded. On March 25, 2024, the administration publicly noted that “edits were ignored, including our request to add a condemnation of Hamas.”8 It was an embarrassing study in contrasts. The administration was reduced to requesting that Hamas be condemned for the atrocities of October 7 and, unlike the Russians and the Chinese, didn’t have the fortitude to say no to resolutions that did not.
In fact, the three resolutions adopted by the Security Council that concern October 7 and its aftermath9 never even mention “October 7.” The only reference to October 7 coming from the Security Council is a press statement issued six months later. The statement came after the accidental killing of seven humanitarian aid workers by Israel (as opposed to the deliberate mass murder of over a thousand Jews).10 The Security Council called the death of the aid workers “horrific.”11 In none of its resolutions could the Council think of anything “horrific” about October 7 itself.
b. The Record of Other UN Actors and Denying Israel’s Right of Self-Defense
In addition to the Security Council, since October 7 not a single major UN body or agency has reaffirmed or acknowledged Israel’s UN Charter right of self-defense. That includes two General Assembly resolutions from “emergency sessions,” 13 other 2023 General Assembly resolutions critical of Israel or supporting ongoing UN anti-Israel operations, four UN Human Rights Council resolutions condemning Israel, and a resolution from the World Health Organization (WHO) also slammed Israel.
It also includes thousands of statements, interviews, press releases, news releases, media stakeouts, and tweets posted on official UN websites and Twitter accounts, issued by UN Secretary-General António Guterres; UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process Tor Wennesland; the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR); High Commissioner for Human Rights Volker Türk; the UN Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People; the UN Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel (COI); UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator in the Occupied Palestinian Territory Lynn Hastings;12 46 thematic UN Special Procedures; UN Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territory Francesca Albanese; UNICEF; the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA); UNRWA; WHO; and UN Women. And it includes the hundreds of reports issued by UN Special Rapporteur Albanese, OHCHR, UNRWA, OCHA, WHO, and UN Women.
With the Biden administration capitulating on the stonewalling at the Security Council, joining and embracing the UN Human Rights Council, funding UNRWA, and adopting a general policy of full-throated support for a multilateralism that runs through the United Nations, UN attackers of Israel have been emboldened. They not only fail to acknowledge and reaffirm Israel’s UN Charter right of self-defense; they deny it outright.
Only two and a half weeks after October 7, the UN Commission of Inquiry on Israel (COI)— established by the UN Human Rights Council in 2021—held a news conference at the United Nations in New York, and member Chris Sidoti told reporters: “The State of Israel cannot claim to act under Article 51 when it is being attacked not by a state, but by a non-state actor.”13 Just a month after October 7, the head of that same Commission of Inquiry, Navi Pillay, said: “Article 51 of the Charter is not applicable in this case—when the threat originates from a territory over which Israel exercises control.”14 Exercises control? Except for the preparation and execution of mass murder from the territory, the launch of tens of thousands of rockets from the territory, the construction of 350–450 miles of terror tunnels and 5,700 tunnel shafts in the territory, and the hostages in the territory. And Israel totally evacuated Gaza in 2005.
In March 2024, the UN Human Rights Council formally adopted a resolution that declared: “Recalling that Israel, as the occupying Power, may not invoke the right to self-defense under Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations.”15
This is shocking even by UN standards.
In 2004, the United Nations’ World Court (the International Court of Justice or ICJ) commented on the subject in an “advisory opinion,” which is not legally binding. Known as “the Wall case,”16 the Court opined that Israel’s physical barrier—the barrier that put an end to the ongoing horrific phenomenon of Palestinian suicide bombing and saved countless Jewish and Arab lives—was illegal. The sole dissenter was American judge Thomas Buergenthal, who was a Holocaust survivor. Among other things, the Court said the “wall” was illegal because Israel had no UN Charter right of self-defense against a non-state actor or terrorist group. Article 51 of the Charter only recognized a right of self-defense, the Court said, against an armed attack by another state. Article 51 said no such thing. It actually says:
“Nothing in the present Charter shall impair the inherent right of individual or collective self-defense if an armed attack occurs against a Member of the United Nations, until the Security Council has taken measures necessary to maintain international peace and security.”17
Not only did the Court insert words into the text that did not exist, but if taken seriously, this view would have dire consequences in a post-9/11 era for any country facing terrorist threats. Growing sophistication among terror organizations made this aspect of the “Wall” opinion highly controversial and widely ridiculed. Combating terrorist organizations as a legitimate exercise of self-defense, including those operating from defined territory largely under the organization’s control, is an imperative of survival, safety, security, and world peace.
The Human Rights Council purported to take the ICJ opinion to the next level, going from the ridiculous to the illegal. In effect, the Council’s resolution would amend the Charter unilaterally to add an exception clause to Article 51— “except for the state of the Jews.”
Every member of the UN Human Rights Council that is at the bottom of the scale of protecting human rights – “not free” according to Freedom House – with one exception,18 voted in favor of the resolution. That is a total of 12 of 13 “not free” states. Of the 18 Islamic states on the Council, 15 voted in favor.19 Israel didn’t stand a chance in this environment, a rogue’s gallery of Algeria, Burundi, China, Cuba, Eritrea, Somalia, Sudan, and company.20
Notwithstanding that its resolution was preposterously entitled “…the obligation to ensure accountability and justice,” the Human Rights Council refused to condemn Hamas for perpetrating the October 7 attacks.
On the contrary, the Council demanded an arms embargo against Israel – and not Hamas, so that Israelis are denied the means to defend themselves while Palestinian terrorists are equipped to kill.21 For her years of antisemitic hate speech and post-October 7 fanaticism, the Human Rights Council handed the resolution’s arms-embargo portfolio to Navi Pillay and her Commission of Inquiry. The job: to mount a global UN-sponsored arms embargo, enforced by means of criminal prosecution and legal warfare, against the State of Israel.22 Pillay herself had been pushing an arms embargo against Israel for years.23
According to the United Nations, nothing Israel did was legal. Pinpoint targeting of Hamas leaders was “extrajudicial killing.”24 Targeting terrorists in Gaza while they illegally used human shields to maximize casualties was “collective punishment.”25 Targeting key individuals who were in hiding outside Gaza,26 and were involved in the Hamas war machine and the fate of the Israeli hostages, was illegal because it was outside Gaza.27 Targeting those who planned and executed the crimes when inside Gaza, was illegal because it was inside Gaza and “occupied territory.”28
In short, on October 7, the United Nations launched a global campaign to deny Israel’s right of self-defense, to prevent the Jewish state from fighting back and rescuing Jewish hostages.29
2. Excuse, Justify, Blame the Victim
Why was the United Nations’ reaction from the start to deny Israel’s right of self-defense? Because the UN—the majority of its members, the staff from those states, and the operations those states and staff define—is anti-Israel. Processing the legal and moral consequences of violent Palestinian antisemitism does not compute. October 7 is simply an uncomfortable reminder that nothing Palestinians do to Jews will alter that standpoint. UN actors not only denied Israel a right to fight back, they weighed in on the side of Hamas to excuse and to justify its atrocities.
It was October 7. And the handpicked “expert” on the Israel–Palestinian Arab conflict of the UN Human Rights Council, Francesca Albanese, weighed in.
UN Special Rapporteur for the Situation of Human Rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territories Francesca Albanese, October 7, 202330
“Today’s violence must be put in context. Almost six decades of hostile military rule over an entire civilian population…are in themselves an aggression.”
It is a well-worn strategy of antisemites to blame the victims of antisemitism. Albanese, a former UNRWA employee,31 is a cheerleader for Hamas. Her UN job description32 gives her a global platform to serve as the political front for terrorists who are dedicated to killing Jews. That is her context.
On October 9, Israeli forces were still engaged in door-to-door fighting to retake control of Israeli territory. Rocket fire from Gaza directed at Israeli citizens and resulting casualties continued and there was shelling from Lebanon into Israel. The full horror of October 7 was becoming clearer as the unrecognizable bodies and body parts were being gathered. And from the United Nations’ top official came the following.
UN Secretary-General António Guterres, October 9, 202333
“This most recent violence does not come in a vacuum. The reality is that it grows out of a long-standing conflict, with a 56-year long occupation and no political end in sight. It’s time to end this vicious circle of bloodshed, hatred and polarization.”
Guterres also insisted that “Palestinians must see…their own state realized.” It is impossible to overstate the moral depravity of this statement—and the impact. Justification, sympathy, understanding—for the butchers. Reference to a “circle” as if there weren’t an unmistakable perpetrator. Provision of the political win desired by the terrorists, and visions of more power through statehood by which to do harm—therefore encouraging more terror. Half an hour after the Secretary-General’s statement, Hamas threatened to start executing the hostages unless its demands were met.34
Guterres had no compunction about repeating his vile language a two weeks later. Further fueling the flames of antisemitism from the top of the UN hierarchy, here he addressed the UN Security Council.
UN Secretary-General António Guterres, October 24, 202335
“It is important to also recognize the attacks by Hamas did not happen in a vacuum.…The Palestinian people have been subjected to 56 years of suffocating occupation.…They have seen their land steadily devoured by settlements and plagued by violence; their economy stifled; their people displaced and their homes demolished. Their hopes for a political solution to their plight have been vanishing.”
Attempts to blame the victims for October 7 have been characteristic of UN reactions across the system. Within 10 days of October 7, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights issued a press release on behalf of another UN human rights “expert” appointed by the UN Human Rights Council.
UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Health Tlaleng Mofokeng, October 27, 202336
“The latest escalation and display of aggression in Israel and the occupied Palestinian territory must not be de-contextualized,” expert urged. “It represents a crushing moment of ongoing gross structural, systemic and sustained violence experienced by Palestinians every day since the occupation,” she said.… “The Palestinian people have been displaced for more than 75 years.”
Blaming the victims for the crimes of the rapists—when the victims are Jewish—was an extension of the big lie that has been peddled, festered, and mushroomed throughout the United Nations since 1948. Post–October 7 was business as usual, on steroids.
Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel, Navi Pillay, October 25, 202337
“So the message is clear. We have all this verified evidence that the attack isn’t an isolated incident. It flows from all these violations, as well, on both sides.… The Secretary-General is quite right in saying that this attack is not just something that arose in isolation, but that we must look at the context. We must look at how desperate Palestinians are for some end to the conflict and the oppression under which they have to live daily.”
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Volker Türk, November 10, 202338
“[F]or the violence to end, the occupation needs to end.”
Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel, Navi Pillay, November 10, 202339
“This latest surge of violence does not come out of a vacuum, and we see a direct link to the occupation and the denial of self-determination.”
UN Special Rapporteur for the Situation of Human Rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territories Francesca Albanese, and company— “UN experts,” November 16, 2023, issued an appeal to the “international community”:
“Address the underlying causes of the conflict by ending the Israeli occupation of the Palestinian territory…end Israeli apartheid and occupation.”40
Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel, Navi Pillay, February 2, 202441
“We were asked to identify the root causes of the conflict, and that’s what we did in our report to the General Assembly in October 2022…75 years of occupation…”
UN Special Rapporteur for the Situation of Human Rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territories Francesca Albanese, March 26, 202442
“Israel’s genocide on the Palestinians in Gaza is an escalatory stage of a longstanding settler colonial process of erasure. For over seven decades this process has suffocated the Palestinian people….”
October 7 teaches us that this big lie—namely, that the Jewish state embodies 75 years of “occupation” by foreign Jews of an indigenous Palestinian population—is not some sloppy lesson plan. It incentivizes monsters, mass murderers, and those who choose rape as a weapon of war. Those who spread and repeat that lie are guilty of aiding and abetting Palestinian genocide of Jews.
3. Replicate Holocaust Denial with October 7 Denial
Along with excuses and justifications and blaming the Jewish victims came immediate efforts by UN actors to question the veracity of the horrors that had befallen Israeli Jews. Video details of Hamas barbarism were publicly released by Palestinians themselves: A bloodied face of a Jewish woman surrounded by men shouting “This is nothing, we are just starting.” A Jewish kidnap victim pulled by the hair, hands tied behind her back and her pants covered in blood.43 Gang rape and murder.44 And yet, here are the two top human rights “experts” on the “Occupied Palestinian Territories” and “Violence against Women and Girls.”
UN Special Rapporteur for the Situation of Human Rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territories Francesca Albanese, October 11, 2023. Twitter.45
“Caution! Numerous claims are circulating, repeated by U.S. officials & amplified by mainstream media re Hamas’ crimes including beheadings/rape. ISR military did not confirm such claims. Divulging unverified information risks to escalate tensions & endanger lives in a volative [sic] context.”
UN Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women and Girls Reem Alsalem, October 11, 2023. Twitter.46 Alsalem, a self-described “Jordanian-Palestinian,”47 doubled down on Albanese’s Tweet.
“I second this! I have been taken aback by how quickly misinformation and disinformation has spread (like wild fire) and how individuals and States have quickly repeated allegations and reports of serious crimes without applying the usual standards of discernment and credibility evaluation.”
Albanese and Alsalem didn’t merely fail to denounce Palestinian atrocities against women and girls. They are UN actors at the forefront of globally spreading the lie that these crimes hadn’t even occurred. Just like Holocaust deniers, Albanese and Alsalem have continued the cover-up for six months.
On March 5, 2024, Alsalem responded to a reporter who asked if she still believed Israeli women had not been raped on October 7. She answered that she had “not received any information” or seen any online digital material or films because “I’m not a technical expert on videos.”48
On March 27, 2024, Albanese used the same phrase in response to a reporter’s question about whether she had “any evidence” that Israeli women had been raped. She answered, “I have not received information” and that she did not have “any convincing evidence.”49
Just as Holocaust denial went hand in glove with Holocaust revisionism, October 7 denial has done the same. UN actors hit the airwaves immediately to revise the record of October 7. Racing for center stage on October 10 was Pillay’s Commission of Inquiry.
Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel, Navi Pillay, October 10, 202350
“There is already clear evidence that war crimes may have been committed in the latest explosion of violence in Israel and Gaza…war crimes committed by all sides.”
Within 72 hours, Pillay was rewriting the invasion of a UN member state and slaughter of its civilians as a generic “explosion of violence in Israel and Gaza.”
Within 96 hours, the Secretary-General was telling this to the press.
UN Secretary-General António Guterres, October 11, 202351
“I have been closely following dramatic events in Israel and Gaza. I will never forget the images of the supercharged cycle of violence and horror.”
It is more accurately described as a supercharged cycle of UN misinformation, gaslighting, concealment, misrepresentation, diversion, inversion, deception, deflection, dishonesty, and fraud.
4. Mount a “Not Antisemitism” Campaign
As part of the UN pattern of denial, deceit, and indifference came the immediate lie that what had happened on October 7 was not antisemitism. And what took place after October 7 was “Islamophobia”—which was to be set off against any possible evidence of post–October 7 antisemitism.
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Volker Türk, October 10, 202352
“The Human Rights Chief expressed deep concern at how hate speech and incitement to violence have surged since Saturday, fueling anti-Semitism and Islamophobia in the region and globally.”
And after Saturday, October 7?53
The Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas)—bankrolled, weaponized, and trained by the Islamic Republic of Iran—has a Covenant that begins, “Israel will exist and will continue to exist until Islam will obliterate it.” Hamas engaged in a slaughter of Jews and others in the Jewish state because they were in a Jewish state. The slaughter of Jews is unprecedented since the Holocaust. Yet within three days, the United Nations said the events were about “Islamophobia”—a distortion of reality and “whataboutism” at its worst.
The immediate spin that antisemitism surged after the massacres is an intentional UN method to avoid identifying the massacres themselves, and their widespread celebration by Palestinians and supporters—to this day—as antisemitism. Denying systemic, endemic Palestinian racism was necessary to avoid the reality that Palestinian attackers were genocidal and that antisemitism and the rejection of cohabitation with a Jewish state—not “occupation”—is the root cause of the conflict.
The denial of the fundamentally antisemitic character of October 7 is explained by the fight about defining antisemitism that had been playing out at the United Nations in the months leading up to October 7. UN actors and their partners had been waging a massive campaign to rebuff a definition of antisemitism that included discrimination against and the demonization of Israel. Human Rights Watch, Amnesty International, the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), and radical “human rights” impostors,54 together with the Palestinians, pushed hard on UN officials to exclude the unequal and unjust treatment of the Jewish state from any UN definition of antisemitism. As such, they rejected the “IHRA definition” of antisemitism,55 the only one to garner widespread support from dozens of countries and the major Jewish victims’ groups around the world.56 The October 7 antisemitism cover-up was the logical result. The truth of pathological Palestinian antisemitism was, and is, denied and ignored.
In October 2023, the whole world knew about the decapitated Jewish victims. They knew that Palestinians, dressed for combat and armed with knives, guns, and grenades, entered civilian homes and killed their Jewish prey. They heard the eyewitnesses and first responders: “They killed babies in front of their parents and then killed the parents. They killed parents and we found babies between the dogs and the [dead] family.”57
The world knew of the abduction of Jewish babies, families, the elderly, the disabled. They knew Jewish children had been shot under beds, Jewish women’s sexual organs had been used for target practice, the breasts of Jewish women had been cut off and used as balls, Jewish children had been tied up and burned alive, Jews had had their heads bashed in by being stomped on, Jews had cowered in outdoor bomb shelters while Palestinians hunted them down and tossed in grenades to blow them up. And they knew that this carnage had been conducted by Palestinian Arabs and Muslims one-on-one, at point-blank range.58 And all this was in addition to the voluminous and public record of written and oral proclamations by Palestinians of their anti-Jewish animus.
It was an orgy of hate laid bare by the killers and their supportive community themselves. From one Hamas terrorist speaking to his family during the killing came this recording:
TERRORIST: Hello dad. Dad I am inside Mefalsim. Open your WhatsApp right now, and see all the killed. Look at how many I killed with my own hands; your son killed Jews.
FATHER: Allahu Akhbar, Allahu Akhbar. May God protect you.
TERRORIST: This is inside Mefalsim, father. I am talking to you from the phone of a Jew, I killed her and her husband, I killed ten with my own hands.… Ten! Ten with my own bare hands. Their blood is on my hands, let me talk to Mom.
MOTHER: Oh, my son, may God protect you…I wish I was there with you.59
And yet, from the United Nations came the refusal to describe and decry the abominations of October 7 as antisemitism; as targeting Jews as Jews, along with others in Israel at the time.
To this day, the massive UN “human rights” apparatus—councils, committees, commissions, rapporteurs, agencies, bodies, envoys—all theoretically dedicated to identifying, ringing alarm bells, demanding accountability for racial and religious intolerance, has not identified October 7 as vile antisemitism. Yet, this reality is as painful as it is obvious.
Fully aware that October 7 threatened to derail the Palestinian big lie, UN “human rights experts” claimed October 7 was not antisemitism.
UN Special Rapporteur for the Situation of Human Rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territories Francesca Albanese, February 7, 2024, issued a direct attack on French president Macron and his reference to October 7 as the “greatest antisemitic massacre of our century.”60
“The victims of 7/10 were not killed because of their Judaism, but in response to Israel’s oppression.”61
UN Special Rapporteur for the Situation of Human Rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territories Francesca Albanese, February 10, 2024.62 Referring to “the Hamas crimes of 10/7,” Albanese also said:
“[E]xplaining these crimes as anti-Semitism obscures their true cause.”
UN Special Rapporteur for the Situation of Human Rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territories Francesca Albanese, February 15, 2024,63 in the form of a formal UN press release:
“I also felt compelled to challenge a persistent misinterpretation of the root causes of the October 7 attacks, particularly in Western countries: that the attacks were primarily motivated by anti-Semitism.… ‘56 years of suffocating occupation’ referred to by the Secretary-General is the very context that fuels the hatred and violence that endangers Israelis and Palestinians alike. This context is obscured by the framing of October 7 as primarily driven by anti-Semitism.”
Here is a purported human rights expert, appointed by the UN Human Rights Council, whose pronouncements are broadcast globally by the official website of the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, and who is bent on “framing” the beheading of Jews, the mutilation of Jewish women, the kidnapping of Jewish babies and wheelchair-bound Jews en masse as anything except antisemitism.
Nazi propagandists also “framed” the mass murder of Jews with a list of crimes that closely track Albanese’s drumbeat of accusations against Israelis: Jews are oppressors;64 responsible for the misery of non-Jews;65 alien, foreigners, usurpers;66 bloodthirsty;67 sexual deviants.68 Jews persecute non-Jews;69 conspire to gain power and control;70 prey on the vulnerable;71 spread disease;72 and wreak economic and social ruin.73
On occasion, Albanese has even forgotten to substitute “Israeli” for “Jew.”74 Her Nazi-like formula for demonizing and dehumanizing Jews is evident whatever her disguise.
It is no accident that the same Human Rights Council—which selected, publishes, and promotes Albanese, added one more abomination. The Council’s April 2024 “accountability” resolution denies Israel’s UN Charter right of self-defense, fails to condemn Hamas, and demands an arms embargo against the Jewish state. On top of all that, the resolution purports to exempt antisemites from accountability by defining their antisemitism away.75 Specifically, the Council claims that “criticism of violations of international law by Israel should not be conflated with antisemitism.”76
It was one of those “Methinks thou dost protest too much” moments. The same resolution negatively refers to Israel 59 times and Hamas zero times; charges Israel with violating international law but never Hamas; and reeks of double standards, discrimination, and xenophobia. It doesn’t mistakenly conflate with or get confused with antisemitism. It is antisemitism.
Here is Human Rights Council Rapporteur Francesca Albanese referring to the (accidental) death of World Central Kitchen workers on Twitter/X, April 2, 2024: “Knowing how Israel operates, my assessment is that Israeli forces intentionally killed #WCK workers so that donors would pull out & civilians in Gaza could continue to be starved quietly.”77
Her blood libel, utterly inconsistent with the facts,78 garnered two million views. This isn’t “criticism.” It’s global, UN-enabled hate speech.
5. Promote Violent Antisemitism and Call It “Law”
a. Legal Fraud and Fraudsters
UN actors now channel Nazis solutions as well as Nazi ideology. Albanese’s solutions to her Israel problem—boycotts, sanctions, legal emasculation, removal of the means of self-defense—culminate in physical destruction. She frames a Palestinian violent “right to resist” together with a pathological deceit.
UN Special Rapporteur for the Situation of Human Rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territories Francesca Albanese, March 28, 202479
“The Palestinians have resisted peacefully for decades, but if we take away or if we make peaceful resistance useless, ineffective, if we crush it, every opportunity, then we leave no other choice to this people to recourse [sic]80 to less peaceful means.”
Albanese is not the only UN actor and lawyer perverting the law and intent on “framing” violent antisemitism.
Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel, Navi Pillay, October 30, 202381
“The point I’m making is when you have a whole population oppressed for so long with no remedies, no relief, they are actually forced to resort to armed struggle.”
Albanese and Pillay are extremists who are also both lawyers. The hate speech of these UN actors is both covered in a legal veneer and reaches the world’s highest international legal and judicial circles. In the UN’s universe of phony legal independence and impartiality, Pillay is currently a judge (ad hoc) of the ICJ82 on a case about genocide—at the same time that the same Court and judicial colleagues83 are considering the interpretation and application of the crime of genocide to Israel.
In the fall of 2023, South Africa decided to become the legal arm of Hamas as part of its close relations with the terrorist organization on multiple levels.84 South Africa launched a case against Israel at the ICJ on December 29, 2023, claiming that Israel was guilty of genocide. South Africa demanded that the Court act swiftly and order “provisional measures” to stop a “plausible” case, for which there was no need to prove actual genocide.85 In possibly the most shameful development in a court of law in modern history, South Africa alleged that what was actually Jewish genocide-prevention was genocide by Jews against the genocidaires (and their wards, the Palestinian civilians whom ironically the genocidaires were elected to protect). The UN Court refused to throw out the obscene accusation that Israel is guilty of genocide against Palestinians for defending itself against genocide by Palestinians. And in doing so, the Court relied on Albanese as a legitimate source.86 The UN Court didn’t shun her hate, it boosted her legitimacy.
b. The Anatomy of the “Anatomy of a Genocide”
The UN’s own cycle of violence then continued, as Albanese was emboldened to produce in March 2024 a UN report theatrically entitled “Anatomy of a Genocide.”87 Her report is conceived and written along the lines of the notorious Protocols of the Elders of Zion—a 1903 work of fiction pretending to be fact, a forgery that has had an instrumental role in fostering a century of pogroms, massacres, and deadly discrimination against Jews. Although Albanese casts her report as a legal document, infused with legal-sounding language and concepts, it’s a recounting of facts that didn’t happen and laws that do not exist.
She begins, first, by repeating Hamas casualty figures with no distinction between combatants and civilians and no concern about their veracity, and second, by making the astonishing announcement that her report does not examine the events of October 7.88
After situating her entire report in a vacuum with no context—given that it omits October 7—she proceeds to set out a “history” that denies the Jewish state’s right to exist. Including events of a day earlier is impossible, but certainty about events 75 years ago is not a problem.
Albanese claims that “the historical background against which the atrocities in Gaza are unfolding”89 are these:
· Israel is an illegitimate “settler-colonial project in Palestine”;90 “erasing the Indigenous Arab presence has been an inevitable part of the forming of Israel as a ‘Jewish state’”91 She puts “Jewish state” in quotation marks, and simply abolishes Jewish self-determination.
· Israel is genocidal by definition: “Israel’s actions have been driven by a genocidal logic integral to its settler-colonial project in Palestine, signaling a tragedy foretold.”92
· Israel is a product of the world’s worst crime—a crime against humanity called ethnic cleansing: “Practices leading to the mass ethnic cleansing of Palestine’s non-Jewish population occurred in 1947–1949.”93
She then proceeds to use language casting Israeli Jews as the devil’s agents:
· Israel’s actions in Gaza are the “equivalent of two nuclear bombs”;94 Israel “has caused death by starvation, including 10 children daily”;95 Israel’s “onslaught on Gaza”;96 “[t]he savagery of Israel’s latest assault”;97 “the total siege and near-constant carpet-bombing”;98 “decades of discourse dehumanizing Palestinians”;99 “the complete destruction of life-sustaining infrastructure”;100 “knowingly killing civilians en masse”;101 “‘safe areas’ were deliberately turned into areas of mass killing”;102 “evacuation orders and safe zones have been used as genocidal tools to achieve ethnic cleansing.”103
Her legal analysis is a legal sham:
· In order to find genocidal intent, she quotes from Israeli president Isaac Herzog who said the events of October 7 were “a barbarism that has no place in the modern world.”104 (Herzog might well have been referring to such things as female genital mutilation, beheading, burning children alive, and filming atrocities for public viewing—but it’s hard to know since Albanese says events of October 7 are outside the scope of her report.) She then calls this statement by Herzog “racist rhetoric” because it means Palestinians have a “barbarian…character”105—which he didn’t say.
· She claims that the law in the hands of the “Jewish state” is an instrument to commit genocide. For the “Jewish state,” the proportionality principle means: “Israel appears to represent itself as conducting a ‘proportionate genocide.’”106 To the diabolical “Jewish state,” the law against using human shields means “transforming everything and everyone into either a target or collateral damage, hence killable or destroyable.”107 Supposedly, Israel “has transformed an entire national group…into a destroyable target, revealing an eliminationist conduct of hostilities”;108 Israel uses law “in an attempt to legitimize genocidal violence”;109 “Israel…operates under a policy of condoning mass killing”;110 her gaslighting logic purports to find a “genocidal logic underpinning Israel’s military strategy.”111
Ignorance is bliss:
· One of her many blood libels concerns events at Gaza’s al-Shifa Hospital, which Israel proved was seized for military purposes by Hamas and Islamic Jihad. Albanese asserts she has no clue “whether or not Israel’s accusations of hospital shielding at Al Shifa were true”112 but claims it doesn’t matter for the application of the law in practice in any case—which is false.113
Projection is the golden ticket:
· Albanese highlights this claim: “A key finding of this report is that Israel has strategically invoked the IHL [international humanitarian law] framework as ‘humanitarian camouflage’ to legitimize its genocidal violence in Gaza.”114 The truth is exactly the opposite. Hamas uses Palestinian civilians as “humanitarian camouflage,” uses humanitarian aid to camouflage the resupply of its terrorist infrastructure, and conceals casualties of combatants among civilians as humanitarian camouflage to confound the application of IHL. In other words, the architect of humanitarian camouflage—using “law” to mask genocidal intent—is the terrorist enabler herself, Francesca Albanese.
In the end, she makes it very plain what she has in mind—the extinction of the “Jewish state.”
· She concludes by harking back to the illegitimacy of Israel’s creation in the first place—what she casts as a seven-decade-long Nakba/catastrophe that needs to be remedied, starting with eliminating Israel’s ability to defend itself. This is a call for erasing Israel as a remedy for Israel (allegedly) erasing Palestinians. In her words:
“Israel’s genocide on the Palestinians in Gaza is an escalatory stage of a long- standing settler colonial process of erasure. For over seven decades this process has suffocated the Palestinian people as a group…seeking to displace it.… The ongoing Nakba must be stopped and remedied once and for all.”115
Albanese concludes her treatise with recommendations that would put Hamas, Hizbullah, the Houthis, and their Iranian sponsors on course to realize their genocidal ambitions. If her plan were implemented, they could complete the latest phase of their genocidal enterprise in the name of UN rules.
Bottom line: the UN has now published and is currently pushing a genocidal “Anatomy of a Genocide.” That’s a crime, not justice or law.
6. Reinforce the Vicious Circle: Politics–Law–Politics
The United Nations immediately labeled October 7 a “cycle of violence”116 hoping to conceal the unidirectional crime of Palestinian terrorists murdering Jews. But ironically, there is indeed a cycle of violence, one between UN politics and UN “law.”
When the United Nations’ World Court (ICJ) agreed to become a tool of Hamas’s continued aggression by refusing to shut down South African–Hamas lawfare under the Genocide Convention, it relied on a panoply of UN sources. It pointed to the UN Security Council, the UN General Assembly, OCHA, the UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, the Commissioner-General of UNRWA, more UN special rapporteurs and Working Groups, and the Secretary-General. The output, data, and conclusions of these UN sources were never questioned. There was no consideration of the people, their record, their biases. There was no acknowledgment of the political character of the agency or the agent. They were all just taken at their word.
The membership of the ICJ on the “Wall” advisory opinion,117 which purported to reduce dramatically Israel’s right of self-defense and is now serving as impetus for the Human Rights Council to follow suit in the context of October 7, included Egyptian judge Nabil Elaraby. Elaraby was a longtime representative of the Egyptian government at the United Nations (among other posts). He had a history of professional and personal statements against Israel directly related to the issues then before the Court. He used his ICJ “legal” perch to champion Palestinian terrorists; in his words: “Throughout the annals of history, occupation has always been met with armed resistance. Violence breeds violence.”118 Arguing in the “Wall” case against Israel on behalf of Jordan was its UN ambassador Zeid Ra’ad Zeid al-Hussein. Zeid would go on to another career in Israel-bashing as UN High Commissioner for Human Rights. The president of the ICJ at the time was Shi Jiuyong—from China, which has no rule of law and no independent judiciary.
Twenty years later, there is the spectacle of another advisory opinion crafted to elicit another “legal” condemnation of Israel by the ICJ. In 2022, the UN General Assembly asked the ICJ for an opinion about the “consequences” of what the General Assembly had already determined were a litany of specific Israeli violations of law; they couldn’t find any Palestinian violation of law.119 The presiding judge in this case, which was heard February 23–25, 2024, was ICJ President Nawaf Salam. He is from Lebanon, a country that does not recognize Israel’s right to exist. His name was on the ballot for Prime Minister of Lebanon in the two most recent elections.120 He was his country’s UN ambassador for 10 years up until 2017, served as President of the Security Council during his tenure, and as Vice President of the General Assembly.121 And in his spare time, he has tweeted such things as a meme that reads “unhappy birthday to you: 48 years of occupation.”122
This is how the UN’s highest court does “law.”
7. Moral Equivalence
October 7 has a sobering lesson: when it comes to Jewish victims, the United Nations can’t and won’t distinguish between those who butcher and rape and the butchered and raped, except to blame the latter for the actions of the former. Such moral blindness is cast as principled evenhandedness. Here’s a sampling of the “all parties” messaging:
President of the UN General Assembly Dennis Francis (from Trinidad and Tobago), October 7, 2023123
“I urge all parties to refrain from further violence & to seek an immediate path to peace.”
Chair of the Committee on Palestinian Rights, UN Ambassador of Senegal Cheikh Niang, October 7124
“I also join the Secretary-General’s call for restraint from all parties to avoid further loss of life.”
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Volker Türk, October 10, 2023125
“‘All parties must respect international humanitarian law.…’ Türk stressed that it is vitally important that everyone deprived of their liberty in the Occupied Palestinian Territory and Israel is treated humanely.”
UN Humanitarian Coordinator for the Occupied Palestinian Territory Lynn Hastings, October 10, 2023126
“…all parties must comply with their obligations under international humanitarian law. All military and armed groups must abide by the principles of distinction, proportionality, and precaution when conducting their operations.”
Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel, Navi Pillay, October 10, 2023127
“The Commission has been collecting and preserving evidence of war crimes committed by all sides since 7 October 2023, when Hamas launched a complex attack on Israel and Israeli forces responded with airstrikes in Gaza…underscores the urgency for the parties involved to cease all forms of violence…urges Israeli security forces and Palestinian armed groups to adhere strictly to international humanitarian law and international human rights law…. [T]he only path towards ending violence and achieving sustainable peace is through addressing the root causes of the conflict including through ending the illegal occupation.”
Hamas is openly dedicated to violating international law. Killing, enslaving, and mutilating, Jews (and willingly sacrificing fellow Palestinians for the cause) is its raison d’être. In the words of the Hamas Covenant: “Israel will exist and will continue to exist until Islam will obliterate it”; “Our struggle against the Jews is very great and very serious.”128
Hence, appealing to Hamas, and the various Palestinian terrorist organizations, not to violate international law is perfidy. Manufacturing “equal” demands on “all military and armed groups” to do the right thing is to deceive the global audience into believing this is not a conflict between a democratic society and pathological genocidaires. UN actors didn’t call upon Osama bin Laden or the ISIS rapists of Yazidi women to take “precautions when conducting their operations.”
To pretend that Palestinian “armed groups” need a lecture on the laws of armed conflict is to cover up the fact that these groups are dedicated to the violation of the laws of armed conflict. Palestinian terrorists bragged about raping and deliberately targeting civilians. They don’t need a speech; they need to be militarily destroyed and politically rejected from civilized societies everywhere. So why the ruse? Because the demonization and bias against the State of Israel is the bread and butter of UN operations—dressed up as human rights and humanitarian concerns and international law.
The UN fiction of evenhandedness saw the UN’s top “human rights” authority figure, Volker Türk, immediately hamper the release of the hostages by analogizing the brutalized kidnap victims in Gaza with prisoners justifiably held in Israeli jails. In February, he was demanding the release of “thousands of Palestinians arbitrarily detained by Israel.”129
By mid-November, UN actors—led by Albanese—were doing everything in their power to deny Israel the means of self-defense disguised as equal treatment, and demanding that the “international community” “implement an arms embargo on all warring parties.”130 The “all” fooled a lot of people and sowed global confusion about right and wrong.
8. Go on Offense
Instead of recognizing and decrying October 7’s gut-wrenching antisemitism, and springing into action to defend its victims and to rescue the abducted still subject to the ravages of Palestinian xenophobia, the UN machine did exactly the opposite. It revved up a frenetic global drive to spread the lies of systemic Israeli racism, apartheid, and genocide.
These are two sides of the same coin. Jews are racists; Palestinians are not. The Jewish state (whose citizens include millions of non-Jews with more rights and freedoms than in any Arab state) is racist; a Judenrein “Palestine” is not. The self-determination of the Jewish people, Zionism, is criminal according to the 1975 UN General Assembly and the 2001 UN Durban World Conference; Palestinian nationalism is to be revered, notwithstanding that its foundations emanate from the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem Amin al-Husseini. Al-Husseini, described as “Palestine’s national leader” and “the voice of the Palestinian people,”131 was a Nazi collaborator. While celebrating al-Husseini’s partnership with Hitler, the founder of the Muslim Brotherhood said, “The Mufti is Palestine and Palestine is the Mufti”.132 Indeed.
From this perspective, UN actors went on offense. Albanese, the October 7 denier and revisionist, paralleled the tragedy of the Holocaust to the “tragedy” of the creation of Israel.
UN Special Rapporteur for the Situation of Human Rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territories Francesca Albanese, March 27, 2024133
“There is amnesia…around the birth of the state of Israel. Because it was the outcome, not just of one tragedy, but it’s connected to two tragedies, and one is very well-known and absorbed, which is the tragedy, the horror of the Holocaust. The other, what it meant for the native people of Palestine, the creation of the State of Israel, dispossession, forced displacement.”
By October 12, UN actors were accusing Israel of the worst atrocities known to humankind: “crimes against humanity” and “intentional starvation.”134 As Israelis refused to lie down and die, the UN ratcheted up its attacks: October 19, “risk of genocide,”135 October 25, “mowing down civilians,”136 November 6, November 20, “genocide,”137 December 7, “a war on healthcare workers,”138 December 23, “a war of extermination,”139 January 2, “induced disease,”140 February 1, “one of the bloodiest, most ruthless conflicts of our times,”141 March 6, “systematically target aid-seekers,” “a pattern of deliberately targeting civilians seeking healthcare,”142 April 18, “the systemic obliteration of education,”143 “the annihilation of the cultural sector in Gaza.”144
The demonization of Israelis by UN officials from the highest levels has been crazed. These are not a few isolated kooks. Their words are translated into multiple languages and disseminated globally, online, on social media, by video, press releases—and archived so that they are available permanently, to any legislature and any classroom, anytime anywhere.
UN Secretary-General António Guterres has produced a steady stream of extremist vitriol:
“Gaza is becoming a graveyard for children.”145
“The situation in Gaza is a festering wound on our collective conscience that threatens the entire region.”146
“Israeli military operations have resulted in destruction and death in Gaza at a scale and speed without parallel since I became Secretary-General.”147
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Volker Türk, February 20, 2024148
“There appears to be no bounds to—no words to capture—the horrors that are unfolding before our eyes in Gaza.… This is carnage.”
UN Human Rights Council “experts” have been pouring out statements such as:
“Albeit through the glistening eyes, and burning flesh, thirst and starvation, we witness the collective indestructible human spirit.… [T]he Palestinian people…continue to be dehumanized, abused and suffer from oppression, displacement, massacre and erosion of dignity.”149
“Gazans now make up 80 per cent of all people facing famine or catastrophic hunger worldwide.”150 (Simultaneously, the UN’s own World Food Program was telling its audience: “Nearly 350 million people around the world are experiencing the most extreme forms of hunger right now. Of those, nearly 49 million people are on the brink of famine.”151)
(cont’d) “Not only is Israel killing and causing irreparable harm against Palestinian civilians with its indiscriminate bombardments, it is also knowingly and intentionally imposing a high rate of disease, prolonged malnutrition, dehydration, and starvation.”152
“Israel has been intentionally starving the Palestinian people in Gaza since 8 October.”153
“I am horrified by the depravity of killing civilians while they are at their most vulnerable and seeking basic assistance. These constitute atrocity crimes of the highest order.”154
“The flagrant and systematic slaughter of Palestinian civilians…”155
Navi Pillay, former UN High Commissioner for Human Rights and lead champion of the antisemitic UN Durban Declaration, understood full well that October 7 threatened her narrative. She went on the warpath together with Hamas; no libel was too bloody.
Independent Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel, Navi Pillay, October 30, 2023156
“How can children ever be deemed to be a threat so much so that Israel has to defend itself against these babies and children?”
In mid-April 2024, just weeks after the Human Rights Council gave her the job of pushing an arms embargo against Israel, Pillay convened a briefing with UN member states that provided a clear view of her offensive strategy—how blood libels will serve as the foundation of her plan of attack. For instance, Pillay charged Israel with wantonly attacking health facilities.
Independent Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel, Navi Pillay, April 16, 2024157
“Earlier this month, the Israeli Security Forces withdrew from a two-week long operation at the Al-Shifa Hospital in Gaza City that left the medical complex in ruins.”
Pillay’s audience would have no idea that Hamas and Islamic Jihad terrorists had repeatedly weaponized Gaza health-care facilities, used them for military purposes, and were operating from inside al-Shifa Hospital. Nor would they have any idea that these terrorists were firing at Israeli troops from inside the emergency room and maternity ward, hurling explosive devices from the burn ward, and that others located around the hospital were firing mortars at Israeli forces and hitting the hospital. They would have no idea that Israeli troops had brought medical devices, medications, and medical supplies into the hospital.158 Instead, the head of a UN Commission of Inquiry gathered the world’s states to tell them it was Israel that had left the medical complex in ruins, and that she was sharing all her (false) “information” with the prosecutor of the International Criminal Court—and expected him to act on it soon.159 Which he has now done.
The blood-libel strategy is a lynchpin of the UN response to October 7. The actual facts have no impact either on the Palestinian terrorists on the front line or the UN libelers bringing up the rear. A stark example was the accusation by UN actors, including Albanese, that on October 17, 2023, Israel targeted the al-Ahli Baptist Hospital in Gaza160 and the sick civilians and health-care personnel therein. The claim echoed the same wild accusation of the “Health Ministry in Gaza”—what could be called the Hamas Ministry of Truth. Nine UN special rapporteurs— purported “human rights experts”—issued a press release expressing “outrage,” stating that “470 civilians” had been killed, calling it “an atrocity” and a “crime against humanity”; their headline, blasted around the world by the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights, demanded the “prevention of genocide.”161
It was a lie—exposed before the United Nations issued its global blood libel.162 The hospital had been hit by a Palestinian Islamic Jihad rocket that was aimed for Israeli civilians and misfired. In addition, non-Palestinian sources put the number of dead as a fraction of the Hamas–UN number, indicated a nearby parking lot had been struck, and showed the hospital walls still intact.
UN “experts” on offense spread this lie a mere 11 days since Palestinian terrorists, with the active participation and support of Palestinian civilians163 and UN employees,164 had carried out the worst assault on the Jewish people since the Holocaust. Mutilated bodies remained unidentified. Jewish women and children and babies and old people held hostage—some inside Gaza hospitals—were being starved, murdered, and raped by Palestinians. And instead of uniting to end Hamas crimes, the United Nations was fabricating Israeli crimes.
To this day, the UN website still broadcasts the lie about al-Ahli Baptist Hospital with no retraction or admission of wrongdoing.165 The media success of the initial outburst and UN support for Hamas mendacity reinforced the strategy of “demonize fast and furiously and never apologize.”
The vociferousness of the UN attack on Israel, starting on October 7, was intended to prevent the full horror and the actual root cause of the Arab–Israeli conflict—antisemitism and the violent pathological denial of Jewish self-determination—from sinking in.
The plan worked.
9. Déjà Vu
The swiftness of the massive UN attack on Israel that started on October 7 was made possible by the massive UN attack on Israel that had been underway long before October 7. By October 7 the prep work had all been done, the campaign had been in full swing for years, the actors were all primed and ready to put it in overdrive.
Navi Pillay was already referring to Israel as guilty of the international crime of apartheid.166
The General Assembly was already engaged in yet another case (“advisory opinion”) at the ICJ. This one is intended to launch BDS on a global scale. The General Assembly’s referral of the case to the ICJ begins by declaring Israel guilty. It asks the Court: “What are the legal consequences arising from the ongoing violation by Israel of the right of the Palestinian people…?”167
The jackals at the International Criminal Court were already circling,168 in between a steady stream of meetings with Palestinian and UN officials.169
The Palestinian “refugee” agency, UNRWA, was churning out yet another generation of Palestinians bent on “return” and the end of the Jewish state,170 in between lending a hand to Hamas.171
UN actors were already blaming Israel for the absence of world peace.172
In other words, the tsunami of antisemitism that began on October 7 was caused by
a preexisting fault line, a rupture in civilization that had already occurred.
10. “It’s the Existence of Israel, Stupid”
On October 9, 2023, the UN Human Rights Council was in session and a Pakistani ambassador spoke on behalf of all 57 members of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation (OIC). He made it clear that in their view the existence of a Jewish state was the problem:
“This whole huge loss of lives and unabated violence is a sad reminder of more than seven decades of illegal foreign occupation, aggression and disrespect for the international law.”173
He ended his statement with an appeal: “to remember victims of decades of foreign occupation in the occupied Palestinian Territory. I request you all to stand for one minute to honor those victims.”174 The UN herd mentality worked and the representatives of Germany and France were among those who stood up.
The head of the Palestinian “refugee” agency, UNRWA Commissioner-General Philippe Lazarini, has connected the dots between the Gaza conflict and the big lie peddled by a community that has spent more than seven decades refusing to coexist with a Jewish state. It’s the same community that has turned “refugeeism” into a permanent inheritable occupation for Palestinians.
UNRWA Commissioner-General Philippe Lazarini, December 13, 2023175
“The events in Gaza are taking place against a backdrop of 75 years of displacement. 75 years of failure to find a just and lasting solution to the plight of Palestine Refugees. During this time, they have been deprived of their basic human rights and their right to self-determination.”
Since the revelation of incontrovertible evidence of UNRWA’s collusion with Hamas in various forms,176 its representatives have had to rationalize their raison d’être—and have laid bare their anti-Israel agenda in the process.
UNRWA Commissioner-General Philippe Lazarini, March 4, 2024177
“Attacks against UNRWA seek to eliminate its role in protecting the rights of Palestine Refugees …75 years after their Nakba.”
“Nakba,” as previously noted, is Arabic for the catastrophe of the creation of a Jewish state.
Navi Pillay took a bow when the ICJ took up the General Assembly advisory-opinion request on “consequences” in February 2024,178 claiming the General Assembly had acted on her initiative. She was thrilled by the legal trappings now surrounding the quest to turn back the clock before 1948.
Independent Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel, Navi Pillay, February 2, 2024179
“We were asked to identify the root causes of the conflict.… It’s now before the ICJ. And isn’t it incredible that it’s taken 75 years of occupation for a matter such as whether the occupation is lawful or not, is before the Court for the very first time.”
Francesca Albanese traffics in her own fake history. She ignores the aforementioned Nazi collaborator and Palestinian national leader, Grand Mufti Amin al-Husseini, and his attempts to expand Nazism to Palestine;180 instead, she claims antisemitism was only a European problem. She also skips over the 800,000 Jewish refugees from Middle East and North African Arab countries who bore the brunt of antisemitism throughout the Arab world.181
UN Special Rapporteur for the Situation of Human Rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territories, Francesca Albanese, April 1, 2024182
“Palestinians…have been asked to bear the brunt of something they didn’t cause 75 years ago. Antisemitism has been applied in Europe for centuries.…”
In UN terminology, Amin al-Husseini aided and abetted the mainstreaming of antisemitism and the normalization of genocide among masses of followers and listeners. Albanese and Pillay have taken a page from his playbook and modernized it for our age by treacherously labeling it “law” and “human rights.”
11. Indifference and Discrimination
a. All Palestinian Atrocities
On June 1, 2010, when the Human Rights Council happened to be in session, it carved out time to hold an “urgent debate” to condemn Israel for an event that had taken place the day before on May 31.183 A flotilla, originating in Turkey, attempted to violate the lawful Israeli sea blockade of Gaza, which had been instituted to prevent the creation of a lethal Iranian arms depot on Gaza’s Mediterranean coast. A violent attempt to murder the Israeli forces who had boarded one of the vessels in an effort to enforce the blockade ended in the death of nine flotilla participants. Twenty-four hours later, the Human Rights Council held the urgent session and on June 2 it adopted a resolution184 that “condemns” Israel; it announced that the Council: “Deeply deplores the loss of life of innocent civilians, expresses its deepest sympathy and condolences to the victims and their families”; and it created an “international fact-finding mission” on “the Israeli attacks” that spawned three more Council resolutions and four reports condemning Israel over the following two years.
On October 9, 2023, the Human Rights Council was also incidentally in session. In response to more than a thousand dead Jews, the Council held no urgent debate, issued no condemnation of Hamas, adopted no resolution deeply deploring the loss of Israeli lives or sending condolences to the victims of Palestinian terror. A UN fact-finding mission focused on Palestinian attacks didn’t happen, has never happened, and will never happen.185 Six months later, after another session in March 2024, the UN Human Rights Council adopted four resolutions condemning Israel and zero condemning Hamas and other Palestinian terrorists for their October 7 attacks.
In other words, in response to October 7 the UN Human Rights Council delivered exactly what Palestinian terrorists wanted and expected from the United Nations: talk of justifications, inversion of victim and perpetrator, and solidarity with their goals. All of which has been predictably interpreted as a sympathetic nod for more violence against Jews.
That was the United Nations’ top “human rights” body. What about its top “international peace and security” body?
On December 16, 2023, the Security Council issued a unanimous press statement186 that “condemned in the strongest terms the cowardly terrorist attack…”—that took place in Iran— “and resulted in the tragic loss of life of 11 Iranian police officers and inflicting [sic] critical injuries on eight others.” The incident had occurred the day before.
On March 22, 2024, the Security Council issued a unanimous press statement187 that “condemned in the strongest terms the heinous and cowardly terrorist attack at a concert hall…”—that took place in Russia—and “resulted in the grievous loss of dozens of lives and has left more than 100 injured.” The incident occurred on the same day.
On October 8, 2023, the Security Council met. At the time, the known death toll in Israel was 700, the injured were 2,100, Israel was fighting Palestinian terrorists on Israeli territory in multiple locations, and videos of atrocities at the Israeli music festival and elsewhere were public. The Council meeting ended without a word—and there has been no condemnation of the October 7 Palestinian terror attacks ever since.
b. Palestinian Sexual-Violence Atrocities
The UN response to the sexual violence perpetrated against Israeli women and girls is beyond shocking. It is a case study in modern antisemitism—the use and abuse of “rights” to do wrong.
The United Nations has a vast number of departments, officials, experts, committees, commissions, bodies, agencies, and resources dedicated to ferreting out the abuse of women and girls. Rape as a weapon of war, female genital mutilation, sexual slavery, and other sexual crimes are all identified, studied, and denounced from every conceivable aspect of this horrible pathology.
Then came mass atrocities—rape as a weapon of war, female genital mutilation, sexual torture, sexual slavery—against Jewish female victims by Palestinian males. And the United Nations responded by creating an exception clause for Jews to the organization’s gold standard of “universal” rights.
To the question, what did UN actors know and when did they know it, comes the undeniable answer that they knew on day one. They knew from the Palestinian perpetrators themselves who broadcast and boasted about their orgy of sexual violence against Jews. From October 7, videos of rape victims and gang rapes were globally available online. They knew from witnesses, first responders, medical personnel, those collecting, processing, and identifying bodies, family members, war correspondents, and investigative reporters. All were shaken to their core by the pure horror of what had happened and what was continuing to happen to the kidnapped. Also shaken by the news were vast numbers of the rest of humanity who, unlike Hamas, were aroused by the pain and suffering of Jewish women and girls.
And what did the United Nations and its enormous women’s rights apparatus do with this horrifying information? The UN Human Rights Council special rapporteurs most directly involved—on Israel and on violence against women, Francesca Albanese and Reem Alsalem— launched a campaign to cast doubt on whether it had ever happened.
Moreover, on the one hand, when these UN “experts” had stacks of solid evidence—including from the Palestinian perpetrators themselves—but the victims were Jewish, they came up with endless impediments to drawing conclusions. On the other hand, when the (alleged) victims were not Jewish, the absence of any evidence of Israeli crimes was no stumbling block to parroting immediately Hamas’s fantastical charges.
UN Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women and Girls Reem Alsalem, November 20, 2023188
“Since 7 October, the assault on Palestinian women’s dignity and rights has taken on new and terrifying dimensions.… Israel’s continued assault on the reproductive rights of Palestinian women and their newborns has been relentless.”
That fiction, a blood libel, Alsalem was sure about. But when it came to Hamas’s mutilation of Jewish women’s bodies—recorded and made publicly available by the mutilators themselves—UN “expert” Alsalem had a different reaction.
UN Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women and Girls Reem Alsalem, November 20, 2023189
“Reports of sexual violence must be verified, thoroughly investigated and those responsible must be held accountable.”
Also, at the forefront of attempting to spin Palestinian sexual violence against Jews was Commission of Inquiry chair Navi Pillay. After churning out multiple reports based on phony “hearings,” with select “witnesses,” and the deliberate trashing of millions of “submissions” deemed “pro-Israel,”190 she hastened to claim jurisdiction and slow down judgment. From October 10, Pillay tried to thrust herself and her bogus inquiry into the spotlight by appointing herself lead investigator so the world might await her edicts.191
The scheme played out across the UN system, with UN actors systematically downplaying Hamas’s sexual violence as “reports,” “accounts,” or “allegations.”192
In reality, for most of these UN actors, no amount of “verification” would do. The following is a list of UN players who—six months after October 7—had never acknowledged that the sexual violence against Israelis actually occurred (and not merely acknowledged that there have been “reports” or “accounts” or “allegations” of sexual violence), or condemned Hamas and other Palestinians for perpetrating this systematic sexual violence:
· the Security Council
· the General Assembly
· the Human Rights Council
· the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights193
· the UN Commission on the Status of Women
· the UN Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)
· the World Health Organization
· 47 of 49 UN human rights “experts”/special rapporteurs194
It took UN Secretary-General António Guterres three and a half months to acknowledge and condemn Hamas’s sexual violence—on January 23, 2024.195 And in marked contrast to UN demands for more verification of Hamas’s sexual crimes from across the UN system, Guterres only did so while simultaneously repeating Hamas’s casualty figures in Gaza without question.196 Moreover, Guterres subsequently backtracked in his annual report on “Conflict-Related Sexual Violence.”197
What about the UN Secretariat’s lead women’s rights unit UN Women? Their home page proclaims: “We are the global champion for gender equality. UN Women is the UN organization delivering programmes, policies and standards that uphold women’s human rights and ensure that every woman and girl lives up to her full potential.”198 Their “about” section begins: “UN Women is the United Nations entity dedicated to gender equality and the empowerment of women.”199 The truth is an entirely different matter.
Executive Director of UN Women Sima Bahous (Jordanian) chimed in immediately on October 7. She labeled the massacre of Jews, before any Israeli military response, thus:
Executive Director of UN Women Sima Bahous, October 7, 2023200
An “escalation of hostilities in #Israel & the Occupied Palestinian Territory #OPT”
And she called for “immediate de-escalation.”
UN Women continued to equate Hamas barbarism targeting civilians and Israeli self-defense targeting combatants by condemning “the attacks on civilians in Israel and the Occupied Palestinian Territories”201 and calling for a ceasefire within a week202 At the same time, UN Women issued multiple statements, tweets, and reports focusing only on Palestinians and ignoring Israeli victims,203 including launching on October 20, 2024, a “rapid assessment and humanitarian response in the Occupied Palestinian Territory.”204
Then on November 24, 2023, UN Women posted this message on its Instagram page: “We condemn the brutal attacks by Hamas on October 7 and continue to call for the immediate and unconditional release of all hostages.”205 Except that message was then immediately ideleted, 206 and a day later, UN Women produced an Instagram post that read: “We remain alarmed by the reports of gender-based violence on 7 October & call for rigorous investigation…”207 There was no more Hamas, and no condemnation of their actual gender-based violence.
This UN-made atrocity went on and on.
UN Women, December 1, 2023208
“We are alarmed by the numerous accounts of gender-based atrocities and sexual violence.… [W]e have called for all accounts of gender-based violence to be duly investigated.”
Executive Director of UN Women Sima Bahous, January 19, 2024209
“We have heard shocking accounts of unconscionable sexual violence during the attacks.…We unequivocally condemn all acts of sexual and gender-based violence wherever, whenever, and against whomever they are perpetrated.”
Finally, on March 4, 2024, five months after the attacks, came something different. One UN official, the “special representative of the Secretary-General on sexual violence in conflict,” Pramila Patten, issued a report210 following a mission to Israel in late January and early February. Patten’s nine-person team had held dozens of meetings and interviews of survivors, victims, and witnesses of Palestinian sex crimes, and of released hostages, first responders, and health providers; conducted on-site visits to a morgue and to multiple locations where the crimes were committed; and reviewed 5,000 photos and 50 hours of footage of the attacks that included an “independent online review” of online sources. In her report, Patten stated that “in Israel, the mission team benefitted from the full cooperation of the Government of Israel.”
Her report made findings about the hostages.
Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict Pramila Patten, March 4, 2024211
Patten found “clear and convincing information that some have been subjected to various forms of conflict-related sexual violence including rape and sexualized torture and sexualized cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment.”
Her report made findings about women at the music festival and in multiple locations.
Special Representative of the Secretary-General on Sexual Violence in Conflict Pramila Patten, March 4, 2024212
Patten found that “there are reasonable grounds to believe that multiple incidents of rape, including gang rape, occurred…” and “reasonable grounds to believe that sexual violence occurred….”
Incredibly, the immediate response from UN Women was merely to point to Patten’s generic Twitter account and say that she “finds reasonable grounds to believe sexual violence occurred.…” UN Women failed to accept her findings, name the victims, or identify the perpetrators.
UN Women, March 5, 2024213
“We condemn all acts of sexual violence [against nobody in particular] and call for [unknown] perpetrators to be brought to justice.”
Instead, to solve the great mystery, they called “for a further @OHCHR [Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights] investigation.”
One week later, UN Women made a statement. It was now five months after October 7.
Executive Director of UN Women Sima Bahous, March 11, 2024214
“We are witnessing a destruction and killing of civilians, UN personnel, humanitarians, and journalists at an unprecedented scale.… [T]he Special Representative for Sexual Violence in Conflict Ms. Pramila Patten’s report has horrific accounts of sexual violence against women and girls in the October 7 attack. There are also harrowing testimonies of sexual violence by Israeli forces against Palestinian women in detention, house raids, and checkpoints. All such acts and forms of violence against women and girls are condemned.”
This was the first time that Bahous, the United Nations’ top women’s rights official, obliquely condemned “such acts”—and without condemning Hamas for those acts. And still, she couldn’t do it without fabricating comparable crimes by Israelis against Palestinians.
The story of the UN response to Palestinian sexual-violence atrocities against Israeli women and girls, however, didn’t end there. Simultaneously with the Patten mission and report, UN “independent experts,” former UNRWA employee Albanese and Jordanian-Palestinian Alsalem, were conducting a counteroperation to undercut Patten, to cast doubt on findings of Palestinian sexual atrocities, and to divert attention by substituting fabricated Israeli sexual atrocities in the minds of the public.
In February 2024, Albanese and Alsalem, along with Dorothy Estrada-Tanck,215 chair-rapporteur of the Working Group on Discrimination against Women and Girls, produced a so-called “communication”216 that consisted of a series of allegations and requests for information on issues upon which its authors had already decided.217 The “communication” was sent to Israel in February 2024 and a response was requested within two months, which Israel provided in early April.218 The UN actors didn’t wait for the Israeli response before sending an explosive press release around the world, among other things charging Israel with sexual violence against Palestinians.219
The timing was no coincidence.
On February 6, 2024, Patten’s mission to Israel examining Hamas’s sexual violence was the subject of an Israeli press release.220 On February 7, 2024, the Albanese and Alsalem–led “communication” was issued alleging Israelis were guilty of sexual violence.
On February 14, 2024, Patten’s investigative team wrapped up its Israeli visit. On February 19, 2024, Albanese and Alsalem, and a few more Human Rights Council “experts,” issued their press release on supposed Israeli sexual-violence crimes.
On March 4, 2024, Patten issued her report221 finding “clear and convincing information” and “reasonable grounds to believe” horrific incidents of sexual violence and torture by Palestinians against Israelis had occurred.222 Meanwhile, Alsalem was making the rounds from CNN223 to the BBC224 with her sensational and totally unverified accusations of Israeli sex crimes.
Albanese and Alsalem were evidently bent on sidelining Patten’s report and making it impossible to refer to Palestinian sadists without (imaginary) Israeli doppelgängers. Their “communication”225 stands out as one of the most obviously contrived and offensive UN documents ever produced, revealing the sickness of the UN antisemitism machine. It is therefore spelled out in some detail.
Though these actors pass themselves off as serious investigative authority figures, the basics escape them. The “communication” begins: “…240 persons were reportedly taken hostage, including 19 women.”226 Actually, Hamas abducted 67 women.227
The content of their UN “communication” includes the following, what might be called body doubles from an alternate universe. They took Hamas atrocities and manufactured matching Israeli atrocities.228 The matches relate not only to sexual violence but also to kidnapping and other crimes, and illustrate how Israeli women and girls have been paying the price for the disturbing reality of indifference and discrimination against all Jews.
(1) UN “communication”: “The Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) has reportedly carried out summary executions of Palestinian civilians.”
Actual Hamas atrocity: “[T]he bodies of at least two women were found inside a home, on the floor and naked, with gunshot wounds to their heads.”229
(2) UN “communication”: “[W]omen and children, including girls, have also been reportedly detained from the informal shelters and their homes.”
Actual Hamas atrocity: Women and children kidnapped from their homes include: “Channa Peri, 79, of Kibbutz Nirim—Kidnapped from her home; Hanna Katzir, 77, of Kibbutz Nir Oz—Kidnapped from her home; Raz Katz Asher, 4, of Kibbutz Nir Oz—Kidnapped from her home; Aviv Katz Asher, 2, of Kibbutz Nir Oz—Kidnapped from her home; Doron Katz Asher, 34, of Kibbutz Nir Oz—Kidnapped from her home with her young children; Ruth Munder, 78, of Kibbutz Nir Oz—Kidnapped from her home; Keren Munder, 54, Kfar Saba—Kidnapped from her parents’ home in Kibbutz Nir Oz; Adina Moshe, 72, of Kibbutz Nir Oz—Kidnapped from her home; Margalit Mozes, 78, of Kibbutz Nir Oz—Kidnapped from her home….”230
(3) UN “communication”: “Reportedly, one of the women that was detained is over 80 years old.”
Actual Hamas atrocity: “25 elderly civilians aged 80 and over were murdered.”231 The list of the kidnapped includes: “Yaffa Adar, 85, of Kibbutz Nir Oz;…Alma Avraham, 84, of Kibbutz Nahal Oz;…Ditza Heiman, 84, of Kibbutz Nir Oz.”232 “The invasion included severe war crimes, including the kidnapping of innocent elderly people, Holocaust survivors….”233
(4) UN “communication”: “[M]others are also detained with their infant children.”
Actual Hamas atrocity: “The invasion included severe war crimes, including the kidnapping of…mothers with their babies….”234
(5) UN “communication”: “An undetermined number of women and children, including girls, have gone missing, and are believed to have been forcibly taken by the IDF.”
Actual Hamas atrocity: “Not since the Holocaust, have we witnessed scenes of Jewish women and children…being herded into trucks and taken into captivity.”235
(6) UN “communication”: “[A] Palestinian female infant was reportedly taken by the IDF from her home in Gaza to Israel by an Israeli officer…in what appears to be a forced transfer of a child out of Gaza. The IDF has so far not returned the infant and her exact location is reportedly unknown.”236 The “infant” was in fact a dog, rescued by an IDF soldier.237
Actual Hamas atrocity: “I would like to raise the plight of the Bibas family, the two young children, ten-month-old baby.…Their whereabouts are unknown to us.”238 “Yarden, Shiri, Ariel, and Kfir Bibas were cruelly kidnapped on October 7th…Shiri was kidnapped along with Ariel, aged four, and Kfir, nine months old, at around ten in the morning, by terrorists using an ATV…we are making every effort to obtain more information about their fate.”239
(7) UN “communication: “There are serious concerns that some of the children may have been abducted and forcefully carried off and transferred to Israel or killed.”
Actual Hamas atrocity: “Over two hundred Israeli citizens were abducted and many are still being held by Hamas in the Gaza Strip, including small children.… Civilian fatalities…39 were children under the age of 18: 5 children aged 0–5 (including the fetus of a woman who was severely wounded and whose baby did not survive), 5 children aged 6–10, 29 children aged 11–18.”240 “List of 28 children forcefully abducted to the Gaza Strip…”241
(8) UN “communication”: “Palestinian women who have been detained have reportedly experienced…denial of food, water and visits by their lawyers or members of the International Committee of the Red Cross.”
Actual Hamas atrocity: “Babies, the elderly, women, men, are being held in brutal captivity by Hamas, without vital medication or visitation from the Red Cross.”242
(9) UN “communication”: “One of the detained women was reportedly placed in a truck with Palestinian men…and was stripped naked by the Israeli military in the place where she was detained.”
Actual Hamas atrocity: “We cannot forget…Shani Louk’s dead body thrown in the back of a pickup truck driven by terrorists.”243 “…a half-naked woman lying seemingly unconscious face-down in the back of a pickup truck in Gaza filled with armed men.”244
(10) UN “communication”: “Two female detainees were reportedly raped and sexually assaulted.”
Actual Hamas atrocity: “The mission team received clear and convincing information that sexual violence, including rape, sexualized torture, and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment occurred against some women and children during their time in captivity and has reasonable grounds to believe that this violence may be ongoing…female hostages were also subjected to other forms of sexual violence.”245
(11) UN “communication”: “One woman was also reportedly threatened to be raped in front of her father.”
Actual Hamas atrocity: “Hamas’s attack included violent acts of rape, accompanied by threats with weapons, and in some cases targeted towards injured women…. Often, the rape was perpetrated in front of an audience—partners, family, or friends—in a manner intended to increase the pain and humiliation of all present.”246
(12) UN “communication”: “Sick detainees have reportedly been prevented from accessing medicine and medical treatment.”
Actual Hamas atrocity: “[H]ostages: babies, children, the elderly, women, and men, the wounded and sick, are threatened by despicable Hamas terrorists, held in diabolical cruelty, in the dark, in tunnels, without medical treatment, in terrible suffering.”247 “As part of the @IDF activity in the Nasser hospital, boxes of medicine were found with the names and photos of Israeli hostages on them. The packages of medicine that were found were sealed and had not been transferred to the hostages.”248
(13) UN “communication”: “Female detainees were also reportedly threatened with rape and with burning their families alive.”
Actual Hamas atrocity: “Families were slaughtered in their beds…civilians were burnt alive….”249 “[A]t least 100 bodies had destructive burn damage.”250
(14) UN “communication”: “Five female detainees in one prison were collectively stripped naked and allegedly asked to perform degrading motions such as opening their legs.”
Actual Hamas atrocity: “[C]orpses with conspicuously spread legs were observed.”251
The level and detail of overlap between actual Hamas atrocities against Israelis and fictitious Israeli atrocities against Palestinians exposes this UN exercise as a very dangerous, incendiary, and provocative farce. To Albanese and Alsalem, October 7 was a PR problem they set out to solve. Due process, the UN code of conduct for rapporteurs, and the facts had nothing to do with it. With the Patten report in the pipeline, they issued a press release because “the wider public should be alerted”252 to Israelis (supposedly) engaged in kidnapping and disappearances,253 and raping and sexually abusing Palestinian women.254
If there was no proof, that was no problem. Alsalem was interviewed by an Israeli reporter and asked about the source of this “information” on Israeli crimes. Her response was a travesty:
UN Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women and Girls Reem Alsalem, March 5, 2024, interview255
ALSALEM: This press release relates to reasonably credible information that has reached us regarding a number of violations that seem to have been committed.
REPORTER: What do you mean reasonably credible information?
ALSALEM: I cannot give you more details on how I got the information and from whom.
REPORTER: You got the information from the victims themselves or from family members?
ALSALEM: This is sensitive information. I’ve answered the question that I cannot for reasons of security.
Here is a “Jordanian-Palestinian” terrorist mouthpiece, passing herself off as an independent UN human rights expert, who would not give any insight into the sources of her incendiary accusations, which just happened to mirror the crimes of Palestinians against Jews.
When it comes to Israelis sexually abusing Palestinians, “seem to have been committed” and “reasonably credible” sources will suffice. When it comes to Palestinians sexually abusing Israelis, it’s a different story. Alsalem answered the same reporter when asked if Israeli women were raped on October 7.
UN Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women and Girls Reem Alsalem, March 5, 2024, interview256
REPORTER: Do you still believe that Israeli women were not raped on that day, on 7th of October?
ALSALEM: The point is that I regret that until now I have not received any information. And that information is what I need in order to be able to do my work.
REPORTER: Hamas militants actually filmed all the brutal acts perpetrated on October 7th and the IDF also published a film that collected this evidence. Didn’t you see the film?
ALSALEM: We cannot rely on only digital material or material produced online or by the media. Just based on that I cannot at this stage say, you know, what exactly has happened. That said, I’m very open to looking at it.
REPORTER: You can’t say that Israeli women were raped on October 7th?
ALSALEM: It may have happened, indeed.
REPORTER: It may have happened? But you can actually see the footage.
ALSALEM: I have not received the film. I’m not a technical expert on videos, so I on my own will not be able to assess these videos. I will also need to seek technical expertise.
Another way of describing Alsalem’s behavior is willful blindness. If she refuses to see the evidence of Hamas atrocities, she can will them away—in contrast to the victims, their families, the witnesses, and the first responders, who will be bearing pain that no one will ever be able to will away. Of course, this isn’t the behavior of an expert, investigator, or analyst; it’s the behavior of an antisemitic polemicist.
Likewise, Albanese simply ignored Patten’s findings of “reasonable grounds to believe sexual violence occurred.” On March 27, 2024, in a press conference during the UN Human Rights Council session, Albanese was asked about the “raping of Israeli women” and whether she “received any evidence that it happened.” She responded: “What I was very disturbed by was the weaponization of anything that has happened on the 7th of October.” She continued, as recounted above, “Personally, I have not received information. I’ve read reports that have been written. I didn’t find any, any convincing evidence.”257
The closest historical analogue of Francesca Albanese is Joseph Goebbels, Hitler’s propagandist and master of deception. Reacting to the worst assault on the Jewish people since the Holocaust, she charged Israel with wrongly making a big deal of it. She told her global audience that “anything” that happened on October 7—which would include using the genitals of Jews for target practice and shooting Jews in the head while being gang-raped—was “weaponized” by Jews.
At the same press conference, Albanese was also asked about reports that the “Israeli occupation army raped Palestinian women.… Do you have any evidence about this?” She responded: “We have also denounced it publicly because it was of serious concern among other crimes being committed against the Palestinians.”258
The inversion worked. Patten was sidelined. Hamas won.
In April 2024, UN Secretary-General Guterres released his report for the calendar year of 2023 on “Conflict-Related Sexual Violence.”259 In the narrative portion, the Secretary-General gave equal billing to accusations of sexual violence by Israelis alongside Patten’s report,260 and “recommended” Israel grant access to UN bodies like Pillay’s inquiry to conduct “fully-fledged investigation” of all “alleged” sexual violence.261 The centerpiece of the annual report is a specific list of states and non-state actors or terrorist organizations, a “[l]ist of parties credibly suspected of committing or being responsible for patterns of rape or other forms of sexual violence in situations of armed conflict on the agenda of the Security Council.” Guterres refused to put Hamas on the list, or any other Palestinian rapist or violent sexual degenerate.
By comparison, the Secretary-General’s list does include: “Da’esh” (ISIS) for sexual violence “against 11 girls, three of whom were abducted in 2014 and rescued in 2023. The remaining eight cases had occurred in previous years.” And it includes Myanmar for “United Nations verified cases of sexual violence against two girls and one boy.… Three women were abducted and later found dead with [signs of]…sexual violence.”262
There is no explanation other than #MeToo_Unless_Ur_A_Jew.
12. The View from Hamas
There is no accountability for killing Jews at the United Nations, which means only one thing: more dead Jews. Such a reality is in lockstep with Hamas. The Palestinian terrorists–UN symbiosis is no secret; it is openly flaunted.
Here’s mass murderer, Hamas political leader, and U.S. Specially Designated Global Terrorist Ismail Haniyeh on December 13, 2023, singing the praises of the Secretary-General and the General Assembly:
“We also express our appreciation for the positions of the Secretary-General of the United Nations, António Guterres, especially his message to the Security Council concerning the situation in the Palestinian territories, regarding it as a threat to international peace and security, in implementation of Article 99 of the United Nations Charter.… We also welcome the resolution issued by the United Nations General Assembly yesterday, which stipulates a ceasefire by an overwhelming majority. We are certain that the brutal aggression will end and the resistance will remain a faithful guardian of the rights and legitimate aspirations of our people.”263
Here’s the enthusiastic response of butchers, rapists, and sadists to the actions of the UN Security Council on March 25, 2024:
“In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. The Islamic Resistance Movement Hamas welcomes today’s call by the UN Security Council for an immediate ceasefire.… Hamas appreciates the efforts of our brothers in Algeria and all countries in the Security Council that have supported and continue to support our people, and work to stop the aggression and the zionist (sic) genocide war.264
All is not right with the world when the Islamic Resistance Movement—a terrorist organization—is a fan of a world body theoretically dedicated to world peace and human dignity.
13. The UN’s Israel-Bashing Tactical Campaign
a. Rely on Hamas for Statistics and Facts
UN officials set the stage for unquestioned reliance on Hamas “statistics.” Fully aware that Palestinian terrorists seek to inflate casualty numbers and have been repeatedly caught doing so,265 and knowing the major impact these figures have on public opinion, the United Nations has regurgitated the information from Hamas-controlled sources. If accuracy were the UN goal, solid reasons for challenging Hamas’s numbers abound.266 In early April 2024, even Hamas announced the data necessary to identify over 11,000 people was “incomplete.”267 In early May, the UN quietly altered its reports to halve the number of women and children killed, without explanation.268 And still, the UN serves as a global echo chamber for Hamas.
General Assembly President Dennis Francis, February 29, 2024269
“Tragically, over 30,000 civilians have been killed in this current phase of conflict. How many more lives before this spree of indiscriminate killings ends?”
Apparently, for the president of the General Assembly, all armed violent Palestinians are a fiction of Israel’s imagination.
The United Nations’ World Court repeated the slander:
“While figures relating to the Gaza Strip cannot be independently verified, recent information indicates that 25,700 Palestinians have been killed.… (see United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), Hostilities in the Gaza Strip and Israel—reported impact, Day 109” (24 Jan. 2024)).”270
The UN Court made no effort whatsoever to disaggregate combatants from civilians, or even to point out that the number killed would include both. It mouthed a caveat about verification and yet repeated the unverified, obviously highly prejudicial numbers anyway. It identified the “source” as OCHA, which is completely misleading since reverting to OCHA is simply another direction to move on to the actual source—in OCHA’s words: “Source: MoH Gaza.”271 The Ministry of Health (MoH) is a euphemism for Hamas—a party to the conflict with a record of lying about numbers and a vested interest in doing so. OCHA itself is at pains to take zero responsibility for the numbers, adding a “Disclaimer” that says:
“Disclaimer: The UN has so far not been able to produce independent, comprehensive, and verified casualty figures; the current numbers have been provided by the Ministry of Health or Government Media Office in Gaza and the Israeli authorities and await further verification. Other yet-to-be verified figures are also sourced.”272
To repeat: “not” verified casualty figures, “cannot be independently verified,” “await further verification,” “yet-to-be verified,” but fine to regurgitate—without even identifying the source as Hamas—by a so-called court of law as a key component of its analysis of the genocide accusation. The spectacle made a mockery of the rule of law.
From the start, the United Nations instituted a pattern of continuously announcing alleged numbers of dead and injured in Gaza without disaggregating casualties into terrorists and civilians. They have done so fully aware that killing the armed combatants of the enemy during a time of war is not illegal. Pretending they are all civilians or bemoaning the death of mass murderers doesn’t make it fact or law or right.
b. Rewrite the Rules of International Law for a Party of One—Israel
UN sources have continually misrepresented international law, claiming that any civilian casualty is a war crime. In fact, the rules prohibit targeting civilians, and they recognize that within limits, civilian collateral damage or indirect harm is an unfortunate, but legal, cost.
UN sources pretend determining proportionality is about numbers. If the numbers of dead are troubling, which they are, it must be an Israeli war crime. If the numbers of Palestinian dead are high by comparison to the numbers of Israeli dead, it must be an Israeli war crime. This kind of analysis is false, it isn’t law, it’s propaganda.
First, we don’t know the numbers of civilian deaths because we do know that Hamas lies about those numbers.273
Second, the laws of war do not prohibit any civilian casualties. They require proportionality—a principle that forbids attacks directed at legitimate military targets in which the expected civilian casualties will be excessive in relation to the anticipated military advantage gained.
Third, assessing the lawfulness of attacks is not a matter of hindsight. It depends on what was objectively reasonable based on the information available to the decision-maker at the time, not after-the-fact. The law does not require perfect accuracy in targeting. It requires that sufficient steps be taken to satisfy the proportionality analysis. The Hamas–UN legal team have no clue what was known to the reasonable decision-maker in the IDF at the time of IDF strikes, and they don’t care. They also don’t care about the steps taken by, and the involvement of, IDF lawyers in the targeting process. UN agents declare—immediately—that Israel’s actions are illegal without any of the requisite knowledge or analysis.
Fourth, killing combatants is not a crime. Proportionality has no application to combatants or military objectives. On the contrary, losses inflicted on enemy combatants and military objectives may be far greater than the losses experienced by the other warring party. This is why UN “experts”—together with Hamas’s oxymoronic “Ministry of Health”—go to such lengths to pretend there are no Palestinian combatants, or claim Palestinians are all simply “resisting,” or are not engaged in terrorism because killing Israelis/“occupiers” is not terror.274 These are legal-sounding contortions but they are not law.
Fifth, every time Israel has tried to get Palestinian civilians out of harm’s way, to prevent their use as human shields, UN actors have intervened to keep them in danger. We are quite literally witnessing the deadliest UN crime in history.
a. UN officials have claimed that warning the population to move—warnings or precautionary measures consistent with international law, to prevent civilians from being used as human shields (a use of human beings inconsistent with international law)—is criminal on Israel’s part. For instance, they condemned Israel’s efforts to protect Palestinian civilians as “forcible population transfers,” “collective punishment,” a “crime against humanity,” “a death sentence,” a “noose around the civilian population.”275 UN actors quoted “the Palestinian Ministry of Health”—aka Hamas—as saying evacuation was “impossible” from places like al-Shifa Hospital, where Hamas itself was holed up276 and hiding some of the Israeli kidnapped.277
b. The UN has actively inhibited and refused to help Palestinian civilians trying to get out of harm’s way.278 Multiple UN agencies issued a joint statement declaring: “We will not participate in the establishment of any ‘safe zone’ in Gaza that is set up without the agreement of all the parties”279—giving the party engaged in the practice of human shielding a veto over whether or not to prevent the practice of human shielding.
c. The UN has objected to temporarily moving Palestinian civilians to safety in the neighboring state of Egypt or in other states that have offered refuge—keeping them instead as pawns to prevent Israel from defeating Hamas. UN actors continually object in the name of “forced” displacement, which would be news to the masses longing to get out but denied entry into Egypt, or the ability to depart for anywhere else.280
In 2012, the UN General Assembly gave the so-called “State of Palestine” non-member observer state status.281 The so-called state proceeded to ratify human rights treaties, including the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.282 The Secretary-General accepted this alleged ratification. And the treaty says: “Everyone shall be free to leave any country, including his own.”
Furthermore, international law says people have a right to seek asylum. And professional Israel-bashers like Amnesty International repeatedly demand that “Governments Welcome Refugees, Asylum Seekers and Migrants.”283 But the international lawyers and activists aren’t jumping up and down demanding Egypt or another state in the region or elsewhere do any welcoming, however temporary (while Israel removes the combatants permanently).
Instead, the UN High Commissioner for Refugees has been running a global campaign—in clear violation of the 1951 Refugee Convention—to prevent Palestinian civilians from fleeing or seeking refuge from the monsters in their communities who are using them as human shields.284
Hamas’s use of the Palestinian civilian population of Gaza as its human shield is both a war crime, and a win for Hamas precisely because of the United Nations’ falsification of legal standards and its active facilitation of human shielding.
And then there’s Navi Pillay and her go-to strategy of fabricating the facts and the law. Pillay spoke to an African news station in February 2024, shortly after the International Court of Justice (ICJ) ordered provisional measures under the Genocide Convention in a case initiated by South Africa against Israel.
Independent Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel, Navi Pillay, February 2, 2024285
“The highest judicial organ of the United Nations, has ruled decisively on the matter finding genocidal intent.” Pillay called it “a profound ruling.”
The misrepresentation of the outcome of the case by partisan actors was so serious that the presiding judge at the time, Joan Donoghue, took the unusual step of correcting the record for the media. After she retired, Donoghue told the BBC in April:
The Court decided that the Palestinians had a plausible right to be protected from genocide and that South Africa had the right to present that claim in the Court. It then looked at the facts as well, but it did not decide—and this is something where I’m correcting what’s often said in the media—it didn’t decide that the claim of genocide was plausible.… The short-hand that often appears, that there is a plausible case of genocide, isn’t what the Court decided.286
c. Keep Israeli Suffering out of the Equation
From the start, UN players set up a numbers game for victims that counted Palestinians and not Israelis. On the UN scale, there are millions of Palestinians in Gaza negatively impacted by Israel and small numbers of Israelis harmed by comparison. The 1,200 Israelis butchered almost one by one and at point-blank range in a single day were a mere blip. In this sickening hierarchy, the United Nations both ignores Hamas’s responsibility for the negative consequences of its actions for the Palestinian civilian population, and the massive effect of the unprecedented butchery on Israelis.
The United Nations took no account of the three to four million Israelis forced in and out of bomb shelters for days—repeated when rocket attacks recur; the tens of thousands internally displaced month after month; the one-third of the country’s agricultural land deserted or decomposing with farming communities reduced to ghost towns; the schools closed and the education system radically disrupted by attacks, closures, displacement, and military service; the parents unable to go to work; the businesses devastated; the cuts in airline services. Of no interest to the UN are the hundreds of thousands of people required to upend their lives—and the millions of immediate family members directly affected—who risk mortal danger to serve in the armed forces as a matter of life and death for their communities. Across the board came the failure of the UN to recognize and acknowledge the colossal human resources, both tangible and intangible, physical and mental, required from a society that is forced to wage war to survive. All of it counts for nothing in the UN scale of human suffering.
Keeping Israeli suffering out of the equation has had grave consequences. From day one “humanitarian aid” was a concept the UN applied only to non-Israelis. Not to the millions of Jews under rocket fire, not the Jews grappling with the trauma of October 7 and the fate of the kidnapped, not the Jews internally displaced in the hundreds of thousands, not the orphans whose parents had been butchered, not the families without fathers or mothers because in the hundreds of thousands they must defend their loved ones on the front lines. Humanitarianism was immediately appropriated to refer only to Palestinians, and to exclude the Jewish segment of humanity.
Also never counted in UN “statistics” is the suffering of millions of Israelis and Jews around the world, today’s remnant of the Jewish people still traumatized by the Holocaust. Their pain comes both from the events of October 7 themselves, the knowledge of the ongoing sexual brutality and starvation perpetrated on the hostages, and from the enormous stress and fear of the sacrifices being made by Israel’s civilian army fighting an enemy without a shred of human decency.
None of it—the fundamental denial of the Jewish people’s right of self-determination— matters for the UN calculus.287
d. Flip the Script: Invert Victim and Perpetrator
i. Inversion, fast and furious
UN officials immediately flipped the script from Israelis to Palestinians, with “humanitarianism” consisting of aid to Palestinians.
UN Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace Process Tor Wennesland, October 8, 2023288
“Priority now is to avoid further loss of civilian life & deliver much needed humanitarian aid to the Strip.”
Israel was still preventing more dead in ongoing warfare on the ground inside Israel, under rocket attack on civilian centers, still counting the bodies, and the world was learning of appalling atrocities against Jews in the 21st century. And the UN “priority” is humanitarian aid to non-Jews, specifically to those in places where the people in charge are committing the atrocities—the very people who sickeningly calculate that any collateral damage suffered by their own people, when Israel attempts to protect itself, is a win-win. This calculus includes the very predictability of the UN response.
It was only October 12, and the United Nations couldn’t tell the difference between the attacked and the attacker, a kidnapped baby and a convicted murderer—when the first was Jewish and the second Palestinian.
UN “human rights experts” appointed by the UN Human Rights Council, October 12, 2023289
“UN independent experts today unequivocally condemned targeted and deadly violence directed at civilians in Israel and violent and indiscriminate attacks against Palestinian civilians in Gaza…. The experts urged…the release of hostages taken by Hamas and Palestinians arbitrarily detained by Israel.”
Since Hamas atrocities were something of a hard sell, in the post–October 7 world the United Nations took its pattern of inverting Israeli victim and Palestinian perpetrator to new heights of obscenity. As discussed above, UN “human rights experts” switched out Palestinian crimes ranging from sexual violence to kidnapping to summary executions for forged Israeli crimes of the same ilk.
And then there is the profound inversion of the charge of genocide. Genocide, a word coined and defined by a Jew who survived the Holocaust290 to describe the annihilation of Jews by the Nazis, carved into an international crime because of that Jew, is now used to justify the very crimes against Jews it was intended to prevent. A word and a principle and a law are appropriated by antisemites to engage in antisemitism. This upheaval of good and evil is driven by the United Nations without shame, conscience, or remorse.
ii. The Non-Racist Racist
The charge of Israeli racism—manufactured in the face of overt Arab and Muslim antisemitism—has been a UN ploy for more than half a century, and it includes the General Assembly “Zionism is racism” resolution in 1975, the Durban Declaration of 2001 (repeatedly reaffirmed), the “apartheid” label from multiple UN actors, and the latest genocide charge. The lingo of the hour is that Israelis “dehumanize” Palestinians—and not the other way around.
On the one hand, Palestinian Authority president and Holocaust denier291 Mahmoud Abbas292 is a man with a very long history of overt antisemitism in his writing and his statements, recorded and televised. Jews “have no right to defile the al-Aqsa Mosque with their filthy feet”;293 Israel has committed “50 holocausts” against Palestinians;294 Jews were not persecuted by the Nazis because they were Jews, but because of their “function in society which had to do with usury”;295 “rabbis in Israel made a clear declaration demanding that their government poison the water in order to kill the Palestinians.”296
Rival Palestinian factions have this much in common: antisemitism. Hamas’s voluminous record of antisemitism, its roots, its Covenant, its political fanaticism, its religious extremism, and the outpouring of hate speech from its leaders and clerics over the years have all been documented for decades.297 Hamas’s guiding instruments say: “The Prophet, Allah bless him and grant him salvation, has said: ‘The Day of Judgement will not come about until Moslems fight the Jews (killing the Jews).’”298 And “Palestine is a land that was seized by a racist, anti-human and colonial Zionist project.… The establishment of ‘Israel’ is entirely illegal and contravenes…the will of the Ummah.”299 Hamas officials periodically refer to Jews as the “brothers of apes and pigs.”300
And yet, in what might be called “UNsplaining,” October 7 has never been identified or condemned by the United Nations as antisemitism, as a manifestation of quintessential dehumanization of Jews by Palestinians,301 including Palestinian leaders at the highest levels—from the Palestinian Authority “President” to Hamas’s founding Charter. It has never been done because to the UN masters of inversion, diversion, projection, and deception, the dehumanizers are the Jews. It isn’t logic. It’s racism.
iii. Jews Are Nazis
The ultimate antisemitic inversion is that the victims of the Nazis are Nazis. Drawing an analogy between Israelis and Nazis has been a fixture of the abominable antisemitism, for instance, of UN “human rights expert” Francesca Albanese.302 Only a week after October 7, the worst attack on Jews since the Holocaust, she said this about alleged Israeli crimes against Palestinians:
UN Special Rapporteur for the Situation of Human Rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territories Francesca Albanese, October 15, 2023303
“[A]trocity crimes must not only be punished but also prevented. The only possible meaning of ‘never again’ is simply this: never again, for any human being.”
Having started her own chain of atrocities, she has never stopped.
UN Special Rapporteur for the Situation of Human Rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territories Francesca Albanese, December 4, 2023304
“Fellow Europeans, Italians, Germans: after the Holocaust, we should instinctively know that Genocide starts with dehumanizing the Other. If Israels current attack against Palestinians doesn’t prompt our strong reaction, the darkest page of our recent history has taught us nothing.”
UN Special Rapporteur for the Situation of Human Rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territories Francesca Albanese, December 22, 2023305
“Israel’s apartheid and its attempt to exterminate Palestinians in Gaza.”
UN Special Rapporteur for the Situation of Human Rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territories Francesca Albanese, January 8, 2024306
“What happened in the Holocaust, and the persecution of the Jewish people in Europe, and the genocide that happened, must not be repeated by Israel against others.… What I am seeing today reminds me of that tragic experience.… What we need to understand is that this is similar to what happened in the Holocaust.”
UN Special Rapporteur for the Situation of Human Rights in the Occupied Palestinian Territories Francesca Albanese, March 27, 2024307
“In the case of Gaza, there exists a chilling clarity of this purpose, the systematic eradication of an entire people or at least a significant part thereof.”
“An Israeli state policy of genocidal violence toward the Palestinian people in Gaza.”308
This ultimate inversion tactic of analogizing Jews to Nazis has also been invoked by Nazi protégés, apologists, and wannabees in the name of Palestinians before October 7. Palestinian president Mahmoud Abbas, speaking at the General Assembly five months before October 7, said: “The false Zionist and Israeli claims continue.… They cannot avoid lying, but what can they do? They lie and lie. Like Goebbels [said]: ‘Lie and lie, until people believe it.’”309
In other words, Goebbels, the master liar, claims Jews are liars—as part of the Nazi plan for mass slaughter of Jews. Now Palestinian terrorists and their UN partners channel Goebbels. Liars lie; that’s what they do.
14. Conclusion
This is but a snapshot of the unprecedented amount of vitriol demonizing the State of Israel that has poured forth from the United Nations since October 7. The UN—states and staff—stepped in to match the ferocity and velocity of the crimes committed on the ground by Palestinian terrorists. It made no difference what Israel did afterward, short of self-immolation. The system of legal-sounding gibberish and political wheeler-dealers was already in place, locked and loaded.
Prior to October 7, the General Assembly had already sent a case to the International Court of Justice bent on instituting a global network of boycotts, divestment, and sanctions. The International Criminal Court was in constant contact with Navi Pillay’s “Inquiry,” had already opened an investigation targeting Israelis, and had been readying itself to start prosecuting—more precisely, persecuting Jews—which it has now done.310 The UN “Human Rights” Council had already launched global witch hunts for companies doing business with Israel in the form of published blacklists. There was no hope of the Security Council condemning Hamas or any other Palestinian terrorist group or individual no matter what they did—a Russian and Chinese veto would see to that. The UN Racial Discrimination Committee, with members notorious for their bias and anti-Israel associations, was poised to find Israel guilty of the racist crime of apartheid. Pillay’s Commission of Inquiry was churning out volumes of hate speech, unperturbed by their members having been caught red-handed spewing antisemitism. And UN special rapporteurs like Francesca Albanese were already engaged in an antisemitic social media blitzkrieg. The list goes on.
The only difference between October 8 and October 7 was that some hoped just maybe it would be a wake-up call; good people everywhere might recognize that October 7 was the natural progression of the demonization of the Jewish state and part company with the agenda already in motion at the United Nations. UN players and their Palestinian partners knew that, and that their years of planning and scheming to turn back the clock to 1947 were at risk. Hence the intensity of the reaction and the groundswell of aggression manufactured from so many quarters. And here we are. Jews are still in captivity, tortured, raped, and starved. BDS is on steroids. The criminalization of Jewish self-defense and Jewish self-determination is underway. And the United Nations is firmly on the side of evil.
* * *
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