Jewish Women Harassed, Threatened in Public in UK, Australia as Brazen Antisemitism Continues to Rise
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From Australia to the United Kingdom, Jewish and Israeli individuals are reporting a mounting wave of harassment, verbal abuse, and intimidation in everyday public spaces, reflecting a troubling escalation of antisemitic hostility embedded in routine social interactions.
Earlier this week, a disabled elderly Jewish woman was subjected to antisemitic abuse and filmed without her consent inside a Vodafone store in Elsternwick, Melbourne, according to The Jerusalem Post.
At the store, the woman was looking for assistance with a pocket WiFi device when an employee told her it only needed charging, before the interaction escalated and he began harassing her.
The employee reportedly shouted ‘Free Palestine’ at the elderly woman, called her a ‘dirty Zionist,’ and told her that ‘Jews are disgusting.’
He then allegedly demanded she hand over her personal mobile phone without explanation and proceeded to film her without consent while she stood at the counter, unable to leave without her device.
After leaving the store in tears, the woman has since filed a formal complaint with Vodafone, alleging she was left distressed by the encounter and its escalation.
In London, meanwhile, police are investigating an incident after an Orthodox Jewish woman was subjected to antisemitic harassment at a Waitrose supermarket, The Jewish Chronicle reported.
The woman, who was waiting in the checkout queue, was reportedly targeted by a fellow shopper who became agitated while waiting and began verbally abusing her.
According to a witness, the man began shouting ‘F**k the Jews’ and ‘kill Zionist Jews.’
‘This man loudly claimed that the problems in the UK are not immigration or the government but the ‘f**king Jews,'‘ a witness told the Chronicle.
‘I was in the queue behind him and told him to shut up or I would call the police to which he continued abusing the woman and me before the woman left the store highly distressed,’ he continued.
When the incident was brought to the attention of supermarket staff, they reportedly refused requests to contact police.
‘Staff seem to have a policy of not calling the police or intervening at all when they’re aware of antisemitism,’ the witness said. ‘That to me is astonishing.’
Shortly afterward, Waitrose issued a public apology for the ‘upsetting interaction’ and the distress caused, adding that they are now fully cooperating with local police.
‘We want all our customers to feel welcome when shopping with us and have a zero-tolerance policy toward antisemitism. We are very sorry our customer experienced such a distressing incident in our shop,’ the statement read.
‘We reported it to the police earlier this week, and we will cooperate with their investigation including sharing CCTV, which has been retained. Our branch management team was not given the full details of the incident at first, and we apologize for the initial delay in reporting it,’ it continued.
The incidents came amid a growing wave of shootings, assaults, arson attacks, and violent intimidation facing Jewish communities across the West.

