Germany stays away from controversial UN meeting on racism
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Germany did not take part in a controversial UN meeting on combating racism in New York on Monday.
"The Durban Process, whose aim of combating racism we support, has unfortunately served as a platform for anti-Semitic remarks in the past," the German Foreign Office said in Berlin. The event was held to mark the 25th anniversary of the adoption of the so-called Durban Declaration.
The declaration sets out an international framework for action against racism.
However, the first anti-racism conference in South Africa in 2001 was overshadowed by serious clashes: in Durban, Palestinians and Syrians attacked Israel as a racist state that violates the human rights of Palestinians. The Israeli and US delegations left Durban in protest.
Subsequent events were also marred by controversies surrounding anti-Semitism and the treatment of Israel.
Many other countries stayed away from the event
"The German government has therefore repeatedly criticized anti-Semitic incidents surrounding the 2001 Durban Conference and subsequent review conferences, and for this reason has not taken part in the review conferences," the Foreign Office said. France and other countries have boycotted the event in the past.
At the event, UN Secretary-General António Guterres called for a more determined fight against racism and discrimination. "As we see around the world, racism continues to poison societies, deepen inequalities, and deny people their fundamental rights and freedoms," he said.
Several speakers also called for a more thorough reckoning with historical injustices and forms of restorative justice.
Israel campaigned against the event in the run-up to it. Many other states stayed away from the session.
The US Ambassador to the UN, Mike Waltz, wrote on X: "The US is boycotting today's shameful commemoration of the UN's anti-Western Durban Conference and its legacy of antisemitism and anti-capitalism. All other countries should follow our lead."

