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The hostage-taking attack on a Texas synagogue has renewed fears of increasing antisemitism in the US. The incident, which Joe Biden called “an act of terror”, comes as organizations tracking antisemitic violence say it is increasing across the US.
“Assault, harassment and vandalism against Jews remain at near-historic levels in the US,” said the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) in its most recent Audit of Antisemitic Incidents. According to the group, there were more than 2,100 acts of assault, vandalism and harassment last year, an increase of 12% over the previous year.
Following the hostage crisis at the synagogue in the Fort Worth suburb of Colleyville, the anti-hate group ADL called on the US Congress to increase funding for non-profit Jewish organizations, including schools and houses of worship, for assistance in bolstering their security.
“With threats against synagogues and other Jewish institutions arguably at an all-time high, it is imperative that the federal government provides appropriate levels of funding to mitigate the threat,” said Jonathan Greenblatt, the ADL’s CEO.
The ADL also urged legislators in the Senate to confirm Dr Deborah Lipstadt as the state department’s special envoy to monitor and combat antisemitism.
The incident in Texasended around 9pm Saturday when the last hostages ran out of the synagogue and an FBI Swat team entered and killed their captor, Briton Malik Faisal Akram. It came despite the congregation receiving security training from local authorities and the Secure Community Network, which was founded in 2004 by a coalition of Jewish organizations.
“In the last hour of our hostage crisis, the gunman became increasingly belligerent and threatening,” the congregation’s Rabbi Charlie Cytron-Walker said in a statement. “Without the instruction we received, we would not have been prepared to act and flee when the situation presented itself.”
The standoff has led US law enforcement agencies to tighten security at potential Jewish targets across America, including New York City, where police said that they increased their presence “at key Jewish institutions” out of an abundance of caution.
Sunday’s incident comes after a 2018 attack on the the Tree of Life synagogue in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where 11 worshippers were killed, and a deadly antisemitic attack on a congregation in Poway, California, the following year.
Ronald Lauder, president of the World Jewish Congress, said in a statement that the attack had shown the Jewish communities around the world “are living in dangerous times”.
“Just as when the target of a violent antisemitic attack was the Tree of Life Synagogue in Pittsburgh, or the synagogue in Halle, Germany, or the Chabad of Poway synagogue in California, the attack on Congregation Beth Israel is an attack on all of us.

”We must continue to tackle this age-old hatred head on,” Lauder added.
The FBI issued a statement calling the ordeal “a terrorism-related matter, in which the Jewish community was targeted”. The agency said the joint terrorism task force is investigating.
Akram was specifically focused on demanding the release of Aafia Siddiqui, a Pakistani neuroscientist suspected of having ties to al-Qaida who was convicted of trying to kill US army officers in Afghanistan and is serving an 86-year sentence in nearby Fort Worth.
In a statement, the ADL said Siddiqui’s release has been a focus for non-extremist groups, as well, who allege mistreatment and fabricated charges.
The group warned that rightwing and other extremists would attempt to exploit the Colleyville crisis to advance their own ideologies – “a clear indication that acts of antisemitism tend to inspire further expressions of antisemitism”.

