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Mi. Chairenan,

The Goyernment of my country would like to convey its appreciation to His

Excellency Mr. Henry Macdonald, Permanent Representative of the Republic of _.

* Suriname for assuming the Chairmanship of the Committee during the Session.
Mr. Chairman,

The K ingdom of Saudi Arabia has, and still _dﬂas, pay special attention to the

pr'ﬂtegtir:rn and ﬁghts.u’ f children in accnrda,ﬁce with the provisions of the Islamic
Sharia and the basic laws of governance which stipulate that “the state insures the
| ~_strengthening of the family. and preserves its Arab and Islamic values -a:.nd'the
| }W@lfﬁf& I;:;f a,ll itS.-mEﬁ_.iElﬂ.l;S', as we_ll_-as ci‘:la-:-l.ti;_l.g._ :.1}_115:'. ri.g;}';f.eh;ril.:gﬁl.ﬁén‘tiltc}-:‘cil.g::_ﬁ_ﬁ.al;)p.

their potentials.” Thé laws of the Kﬁgdﬁm guarantee the rights of chi[ﬂren and

exert all efforts to give every child all possible opportunities to enjoy his/her rights.

__ The establishment of the National Committee for Children in 1979 is proof of the

_ government's concern for children; tﬁis Committee coordinates all the efforts in the
ficlds of educaﬂoﬁ, medical care, social welfare and recreation, It also coordinates
a national strategy for children which helps concerned author_itieé to énhance the
potential of children: - For this. objective, _[(;i_ng Abdulaziz Institute was established
to take care of talented children at an early age whéré special curricula were

written to develop their talents.




Mr. Chairman,

'On the national levél, the Government of rﬁ}; co untr}; pa}rs special attention
to the rights of children and makes available the required means for development,
'souia.l.ly and educationally, through free schools, starting with kindergértcn to
higlﬁéf f;ducalion. ' It -also has._- .Establislhc._d' cultilral. éen-tcrs, Sﬁnrt clubé_j child
"insﬁtl..l.ﬁﬂn.':i,. libraries and media public -p;‘ugranune-s to clr—.:.velop their skills and

creative abilities; it allocated budgets needed to achieve that.

Since. the family is the core of society and. the nurturer of its :c'h'i]dnén,.tthéi.
. Iragulalinns in the K‘Iﬁgdﬂ.ﬂl dictate that pza;rents are responsible for the welfare of
their children, and protecting them from physical and mental harm, th;a}-’ are alsc,;r
responsible for respecting -their feclings, and protectmg-their dignity, -léwing and
-_carihg for ﬂ'lEI;J, without Explnitati'un, in accordance Wj‘[il ﬂ{c-'prpvisidns of the

Islamic Sharia.

The Kingdom insures the protection of children with disabilitics and those
with chronic diseases and has established rehabilitation centers for such children
and assisted their families with special stipends to make sure that they are well

cared for.




.....

_charitable_organizations around the K

charity work these organizations exceed 500 centers and agenc-ies,

The concerned agencies in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia established plans
and strategies in the field of child health care which aims te reduce child mc-rtalit):ﬂ'_
below five years of ﬁg’ﬂ and fof-infants, th;:“ authofities ‘i:nsure .-that-'élll f-f«i]ildre:l_ are
vaccinated to guarantee protection against polio, help children with psychoiagical

problems, and the availal::ility.qf health and rehabilitation services for them. The

Government supports school clinics and health screening before marriage. The .

government also helps those who are deaf, hard of hearing and blind.
M, air.

Govemment regulations in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia prohibit and
criminalize violence against children, and the regulations provide the mech.a_.nis,ms
to protect children from physical, sexual and psychological abuse. ’l‘hey'aézll-ﬁiﬁl :
_ all emotional, medical and educatimﬁal n'e_,glt‘:_ct. The Government cduc_;u,tes' ti;ie '
public about the rights of Chﬂ.d.l‘ﬂﬂ, In October 2009, a nati ;)1131 electronic register
was catabhshed with coordination among the government and non-governmental
agencies to monitor abuse and ncglact cases. The register also dmumcnted.and

aimed to resolve them.




Government children’s hospitals were empowered to document all suspect
cases of violence against children and electronically coordinate with the concerned

T .ﬂ};ﬂlﬂﬂt_iﬂﬂ'l:.l)..fu”l',}l?l_.’_-_-_]._]_P W_i-th.'fl_le:n;:cc:ss_arﬁ’- steps.. . -

A telephone hotline was established to report all incidents of family
ﬁiqlcncej ‘its aim is protecting women and children from any violence. and help
f‘arnil'ie::s and ed_};ca;ce th'cﬁ on prdiecﬁﬁg their members.

r;l‘ﬂ'. | Chairman,

On the imematiﬂnﬂ level, the concern. of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia i.s :
evident in i.ts fatifi-'caﬂgins. of conventions and i;rea'tie;s' related to the rights.:ﬂ.l". _ ¥
children. The Kingdom ratified the 1996 Convention on the Rights of Childre_n
and its two Optional Protocols concerning children in armed conflicts and
: 1raﬂicking. in children ‘and ::_hild prostitution. The Kingdom' rﬂtiﬁéd the 2001
convention 1*egarding' .chi.ld l;_;bcr ana tm}k. special measufes m elim.it.late such
abuse. In 2009, a new law prohibited trafficking in persons which punishes child
labor and their .cxplaitatiﬂh in begging., In additi'ﬂn, the Kingdom i"_atiﬁgd the
Convention on the .I.R.ights of Chﬂdri:n u:L Islam, which -was appfuved by the
Orpanization of Islamic Cooperation, and the Kingdom approved the ten;}rear [:;lan .
that was aclc-ptc_d by the [slamic Summit in its Third Extraordinary Session, was

_held in Mecca in 2005, and included provisions regarding children,




My, Chairman,

What the Member States offers to children should not make us forget the
suiTéring of children in the occupied Palestinian territories, including the killing,
torture, and the iri;':]aﬂons of the simplest rights by the Israeli occupying forces.
We call upon the international community to interfere in safeguarding the rights of
ch_ildre_n m all areas of conflict in the Middle East, by adhering 10 .all related

international treaties..- - - -

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.




