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Ilr. President,
Distinguished Delegates and Representatives,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to thank the Third Comumittee for this opporiunity to present my first repurt to
this Asscmhbly on a new mandate that entails a generous synthesis ol eivil, political,
economie, sacial and cullural rights.

Human Rights Council Resclution 18/6 of 27 Septem ber 201 1 created a mandate inspired by
GA Resolution 65/223, which reflects a grand design thal 1o some may appear overbroad or
abatract, bul certainly the inlention is Lo arrive al pragmalic results. I intend Lo deliver on this
cxpectation.

Tuoday more than ever we must reattinm that luman rights are not Txurics we enjay in timey
of prosperity and abundance, but inalienable entitlements which should be exercised
everywhere by all members of the human Gumily.

Tha Charter of the United Nations, which is the Constitution of the maodern world, commits
govemments and ¢ivil sociely to an 4 genda of peace. development and human rights. This
wark in progress is advanced by the General Assembly, the Human Rights Couneil, ity
special procedures, the human rights lreaty bodics and a multitude of ather players. Noms,
manitoring mechanisms and actnal enforcemeant on the ground demonstrate that progress has
been achieved in implementing our pledge to human dignily.

Bevause the current international order is not very demoeratic and cerlainly nol equitable, the
General Assembly has adopted pertinenl resolutions aimed al progressively moving toward a
more representalive world order in which peaples would have greater opportunily {o
participate in decision-making al lhe local, national. regional and interational levels, where
the natural resources of the planet and international trade would be shared in a more couitable
manner, In September 2011 seventecn States in the Council sponsored the resolution
estahlishing my mandate effeetive May 2012, On 12 Seplember 2012 [ presented a
preliminary report to the Council, which was well received by Stales and civil sociely,
Thereupon thirty Stales sponsored Council resolution 2149, adopted on 27 September 2012,
tasking me with the elaboration of an in-depth report on the issue of equitable and ellcctive
purticipation, on which 1 am already working through consultation with Stales from all
recions of lhe world, inter-governmental organizations and ¢ivil socicty. | have forwarded
questionnaires to stakeholders and am cross-fertilizing with think tanks and universities. 1 am
enoouraged by the extensive and substantive responses already 1eceived.

‘[he mandate requires me to identily obstacles to the realization of an international arder that
should be mare demoeratic and more equitable, and to formulale concrete recommendations.
‘L'his entails building on the work already done and heing conducted by other human rights
mechanisms and istitutions, but it also requires taking distance and thinking ountside the
biox.
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From the Social Forom held in Geneva on -3 Getober 2012 1 have drawn valuahle insights,
particularly from presentations of the Independent Expert on Inlemational Solidarity Virginia
Dandan and inter-governmental think tanks like the South Centre. In his 2005 report “In
Larger Freedom™ Koti Annan demonstrated leadership in proposing structural reforms (o the
United Nations, including the composition of the Security Council, so as to make it more
representative. | endorse those proposals. Among generic obstacles | should mention the
tendency of snome States to apply international law & la carfe and the non-respect of
international treatics,

Many ohservers have acknowledged the undemocratic operation of financial and commaodity
markets and the neecssity to linpose greater national and international controls, meloding
reforms of the Bretton Woods institutions and proactive World Trade Organization imeasures
fior equitable trade. | am devoting considerable thought to this. | am also exploring proposals
[or a World Parliamentary Assembly in order to enhance the participation ol civil society
wilhin international institutions. I am similarly studying the implications ol the Declaration
on Demoeracy issucd in 1997 by the Inter-Parliamentary Union and the new Declaration on
Democracy recently preseated by Federico Mayor Zaragoza and Karel Vasuk to the Couneil
of Europe.

With regard to a more equitable world order, it is clear thal the linancial erisis is also a moral
crizis. Financial and commodity markets are not casimos and must be betler controlled.
While some postulaic the panacea of privatization as a solution to the crisis, il remains 1o be
empirically shown thal privatization advances the economy without harming human beimngs.
Privalization ol essenlial social scrvices may well entail regression in human rights lerms and
result in violations of the Internalional Covenant on Economie, Social and Cultural Rights

Fveryone agrees that national budgetls should be balanced. But the solution is not “austerity
measures” in the social field, which invariably resull in inemployment and misery. There
should be avsterity with regard to military expenditures. I is 4 question of setting priorities.
I this Eoltltl:}:i, I issued a prass releass deploring the non-sdoplion ol the Arms Trade Treaty
last July,

Morcover, States must engage in serious disarmament negotiations and recyele resources
awaty [fom the military-industrial complex and into educalion, heallh care and social services.
World public epinion should be measured more ohjectively, and the rejection by eivil sociery
of war must be heard. Letl us remember that peace is a condition for the realization of ¢ more
democratic and equitable world order, which requires putting an end to propaganda [or war
and sabre-rattling, which constilule violations of article 2(4) of the UN Charler and article 20
af the International Covenant on Civil and Political Eights.

Among c[orts made at the internalional level I should highlight the creation by the Human
Rights Council ol an inter-governmenlal working group tagked with the drafting of a
Dreclaralion on the Human Right to Peace, (o be submitted to the General Assembly [or
adoption. This declaration shall build on the dratt prepared by the Advisory Commitiee,
which focuses on both the callective and individual dimensions of Lhe right. Olher good
practices inchude the Universal Perlodie Review, which halds considerable potential,
especially if States recognize thai it 15 in their own interest Lo limplement all the
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recommendations of the Council, and not just a few, and it non-governmental orgunizalions
are given a greater voice in the process.

Allow me to propose a change in our thinking models thal may help in advancing our agenda.
I.et us abandon the obsolete division of rights inlo artificial categories of first, second and
third generation rights — with their infrinsic prejudices, Let us instead think of a functional
paradigm of enabling rights (such as the rights to peace, tood, health and homeland),
inhereat rights (such as cquality and non-discrimination), instrumental rights (such as due
process and freedom of expression) and what | would call euteame rights, that is, the daily
exercise of human dignity in the form of the right to our identity, to achieve our potential and
to be just who we are, [Tee Lo enjoy our own cultore and npinions,

It is my intention to demonstrate the added value of this mandate and to convinee the
doubters that it has the polenlial of serving as a bridae between North-South, Bast-Wesl.
Indeed, as the Interpational Labour Organization mollo stales; 1L we want peace, we must
cultivate justice. St wis pacem, cole justificom.

Thank vou for vour allention and 1 look forward to a fruitful exchange of vicws.




