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bir. Chairman,

At the outsct, | would like {0 extend once again, on behalf of Palestine, our sincere
comgratulations Lo you on your assumption of the Chair of this Committee, as well as to the
distinguished members ol the Burcau. [ wish also to thank the Economic and Social Commission
for Western Asia (ESCWA), lor preparing and introducing the report of the Secretary-General
cntitled “Eeonomic and soctal repercussions of the Iyraeli oceupation on the living conditions of
the Palestiniun people in the Occupted Palestinion Tervitory, including East Jerusalem, and of
the Arab population in the occupied Syrion Golan ™ (ASGT/91-L2012/13).

The report that was just introduced rellects ihe harsh reality and continued injustice from
which (he Palestinian people in the Occupied Palestinian Territory. meluding Fasi Jerusalem,
have been suffering for more than 45 years, whilc the international community stands helpless
vis-a-vis the occupying Power, which considers isell” above all laws and continues its vielations
of interational law and all relevant TN resolutions by continung the killing of Palestinian
civilians, arbitrary amests, land confiscation, destruction of property, including agriculiural land
and water wells, demolition of houses and the imposition of scvere restrictions on the movement
of persons and goods, all of which undermine the Palestinian economy as a whole.

The comsiruction and expansion of Israeli settlements. the construction of the apartheid
annexation Wall, the continued Tsracli military apgression against our people, and the closures
regime are altering the character, status and demopraphic composition of the Occupied
Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and depriving the Palestinian people of their
right to access and use their natural resources, namely waler, land and energy, in addition to the
negative impact on the environment, through the depletion of waler resources and Lhe
deterioration of their level of quality.

Mr. Chanman,

The reports issucd by the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian AlTairs (QCHA)
in the Occupied Palestinian lerrilory conflitm that construction of Tsragh settlements has




continued and that the attacks waged by Israeli settlers against the Palestinian people and their
property, including agricultural land and water sources, have doubled. The lsracli attacks have
systematically escalated and settlers arc viciously waging their barbaric and brutal raids on
Palestinian farmers, under the protection of the oceupying forces, uprooting trees, stealing crops
and flooding farmland with wastewater.

In these days of every year we witness a marked, deliberate merease in lsraeli attacks
against Palestinian farmers, as these days mark the olive harvest season. The cultivation of olives
and the olive oil industry constitute about 14% of gross agricultural income in the Oceupicd
Palestinian Territory and support nearly 100,000 families. In addition, this season is considered a
major economic, social and cultural occasion for the Palestinian people. According to the latest
reports, the Isragli occupying forces and seltlers uprooted, burned and destroyed more than 8,000
olive trees since the beginning of this year alome.

The agricultural sector represents the cornerstone of the sustainability of the Palestinian
cconomy, however, this sector is deprived of the capacity to play its strategic role, because of
Isracli practices of expropriation of land, preventing Palestinian farmers’ access to agricultural
areas and water resourccs, as well as access to local and [oreign markets to sell their products
and buy the inputs of production. This is what the latest report issued by the TN Conference on
Trade and Development (UUNCTAD) has indicated, adding that the Palestinian economy is
deprived of access to 40% of the Wesl Bank, and 82% of groundwater.

In this regard, we would like to recall that Israel, the occupying Power, is currently
exploiting more than 90% of Palestinian water resources for its exclusive use, including for use
in Israeli settlements. Israel is allocating less than 10% of these resourecs for Palestinian use. As
a rcsult, the average water consumption in the Occupied Palestinian Territory is 70 hiers only per
capita per day, which is below the minimum level recommended by the World Health
Organization (WIIO) which is 100 liters per person per day, and is much less than the average
300 liters per capita per day in Isragl.

Mr. Chairman
=]

Israel, the occupying Power, continues its illegal, inhumane blockade imposed on the
(iaza Strip, which prevents the movement of imports and exports as well as the movement of
persons. Israel also continues to deny Palestinian farmers” access to more than 35% of the area of
the Gaza Sirip, and continues to prevent Palestinian fishermen from reaching the areas located
more than three miles from the shore, preventing them from exploiting more than 85% of the
Palestinian fishing watcrs, which has led to a worsening of living conditions in Gara, where
more than 44% of 1ts population lacks food secunty.

In addition, the Israeli blockade continues to impede the implementation of the nccessary
waler projcets, lcading to the creation of a catastrophic aqueous realily and worsening
humanilarian crisis in Gaza. The UN report on the Gaza Strip, issued in August 2012, details this
harsh reality and also paints a bleak pieture for the future if the sitvation continues as it is.
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Mr, Chairman,

Tn light of ongoing illegal Israeli policies and praclices, we call upon Member States of
the United Nations and the international community as a whole to carry out their responsibilitics,
with deeds not just words, to bind Israel, the occupying Power, Lo implement the provisions of
international law and conventions and relevant resolutions and lo ensure the rights of the
Palestinian people, and the rights of the Arab people in the occupied Syran Golan, to
sovercignly over their natural resources and stop their depletion and exploitation.

We emphasivze that our international system as a whole will lose eredibility if it continues
o allow Israel, the occupying Power, to continue its illegal policies and practices without
accountability. In this regard, we thank those couniries that have begun taking action nationally
and regionally to send serious messages (o the occupying Power. Ilere we mention in particular
the fricndly Republic of South Africa, which recently decided to impose a distinet sign on
imporled products manufactured in illegal Isracli seitlements in the Oceupicd Palestinian
Territory, including Fast Jerusalem. This is considered to be an important step to allow the
consumer a chance not to buy these products so as nol fo support Israeli violations of
inlernational law, including the exploitation ol Palestinian land and natural resources.

[From here we call on all peace-loving countries, which take internalional law as a
principled basis for their foreign policy, to take similar measures and we arc confident that by
taking such steps they will contribute cffectively in opening horizons to achieve a just peace
based on (he resolutions of international legitimacy thal cnsure our Jegitimate rights guaranieed
by international norms and conventions, including our inalicnable right Lo sclf-determination and
the achievement of the independence of our viable and sovercign Palestinian State, including the
exercise of our full sovereignty over our natural resources.

Thank you, Mr, Chairman.




