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Explanation of Vote for UNGA 80 Third Committee Resolution: “A Global Call for Concrete Action for the Total Elimination of Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance and the Comprehensive Implementation of and Follow-Up to the Durban Declaration and Program of Action”
AS DELIVERED
Thank you, Mr. Chair,
The United States has made clear its intention to disengage from a majority of resolutions in the Third Committee this year. However, the United States would like to take this opportunity to reiterate our view that many of these resolutions recycle the same contentious or irrelevant issue year after year.
Third Committee resolutions should be short, actionable, and forward-looking. Instead, many resolutions continue to include problematic language that does nothing to advance the United Nations’ core mandate of maintaining international peace and security.
The United States condemns the advocacy of national, racial, or religious hatred and other hateful ideologies. That said we do not act at the expense of our strong support for freedom of opinion and expression. Free speech, even odious speech, is protected under the U.S. Constitution. This fundamental freedom does not exist merely to protect widely accepted speech, but also to ensure protection of speech that bucks common norms.
The United States also supports the elimination of discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, age, disability, national origin, and genetic information. The United States expects the United Nations to ensure that its documents and programming avoid using diversity, equity, and inclusion concepts and terminology at the expense of recognizing hard work, excellence, and individual achievement and upholding the equal dignity and respect of every person.
We firmly oppose this resolution as an effort to politicize the work of this committee, which undermines the credibility of the UN. This resolution is the type of performative exercise that fails to improve the lives of our collective citizenry in any meaningful way.
The UN can no longer afford to waste its resources where there is little or no impact. The number of reports, conferences, and negotiations has grown beyond the point of ineffectiveness and waste, to a level of dysfunction that makes it impossible to carry out vital work.
Accordingly, the United States will vote “no” on this resolution.
Mr. Chair, colleagues, we hope to work together in advance of next year’s session of the Third Committee to make it more efficient, relevant, and effective. We refer you to the long form Explanation of Position that will be posted on our Mission’s website for more information. Thank you.

