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In the Name of God, the Mercifuil, the Compassionate

Mr. President,
Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, I have pleasure in
congratulating you, Mr. President, on your assumption of the presidency
of the Human Rights Council. I am confident that your wisdom and good

management will help to ensure the success of this session’s work. I also

wish to express our gratitude to your predecessor, Mrs. Laura Lasserre,
for the active role that she played during her presidency of the previous
session. At the same time, I would like to express our appreciation for the
efforts that Ms. Navanethem Pillay, the High Commissioner for Human
Rights, and all her staff are making to promote and protect human rights.

Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Your distinguished Council’s meetings are taking place at a time
when human rights are facing increasingly serious challenges throughout
the world. This should prompt us to continue our endeavours to build
capacities and promote cooperation and a deeper understanding of our
cultural, religious and social diversity in order to safeguard the human
dignity that Almighty God has bestowed on mankind as indicated by His
words “We have honoured the sons of Adam” in the Holy Qur’an.

Mr. President,

More than ever before, the international community needs to
address the phenomenon of violence, religious and racial bigotry and the
proliferation of extremism and hatred among nations and peoples.
Hence the importance of the initiative launched in 2008 by the Custodian
of the Two Holy Mosques, King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz, to promote
inter-faith and inter-cultural dialogue, beginning with the Makkah
Conference which established the modalities and scope of the dialogue,
the subsequent Madrid and New York Conferences which evaluated
previous experiences of avenues of dialogue and, finally, the Geneva
Conference which focused on the concept of the common human values
of peoples. These endeavours culminated in the inauguration in Vienna,
on 26 November 2012, of the King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz World Centre
for Inter-Faith and Inter-Cultural Dialogue which is seeking to eliminate
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bigotry, disseminate a culture of tolerance, coexistence and respect for
cultural and religious diversity, encourage purposeful and responsible
human dialogue based on common denominators, and cultivate a spirit of
tolerance, mutual understanding and respect for others. In this regard, we
are reiterating our call for the adoption of a United Nations resolution
making it a criminal offence to malign divinely-revealed religions and
their prophets and messengers and prescribing deterrent penalties for such
acts in view of the increasing phenomenon of defamation of religions and
their symbols by persons exploiting freedom of opinion and expression as
a means to attack divinely-revealed religions without any moral or legal
deterrent.

Mr. President,

We believe that the primary role of the Human Rights Council is to
address cases involving gross and systematic violations of the human
rights of entire peoples. With regard to the Palestinian people, who have
been suffering under occupation for more than six decades, we wish to
reaffirm from this rostrum the Kingdom’s view that the relevant United
Nations resolutions must be put into effect and the resolutions of your
distinguished Council must continue to express the Palestinian people’s
aspirations to achieve freedom, exercise their right to self-determination
and the establishment of their independent State with Jerusalem as its
capital, and secure the lifting of the iniquitous blockade, the full and
immediate cessation of settlement activity in their territory and the release
of the detainees held in Israeli occupation prisons. We once again
commend the United Nations General Assembly resolution under which
Palestine was accorded Observer State status and we likewise welcome
the findings and recommendations of the recent report of the international
fact-finding mission to investigate the implications of the Israeli
settlements on the human rights of the Palestinian people.

Mr. President,

The ongoing tragic situation in Syria, where around 90,000 persons
have lost their lives and hundreds of thousands have been displaced
during the last two years as a result of the Syrian regime’s persistent use
of instruments of death and destruction against the Syrian people, poses a
moral and humanitarian challenge to the international community and is
still awaiting a consensus in the Security Council that will meet the
aspirations of the Syrian people and put an immediate end to this crisis.
We reaffirm our commitment to the security, stability and territorial and
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national unity of Syria, together with our appreciation for the endeavours
and relevant resolutions of your distinguished Council.

Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia wishes to emphasize that the
promotion and protection of human rights are an absolute priority and
form the basis of the policy that is being pursued by the Kingdom’s
Government under the leadership of the Custodian of The Two Holy
Mosques, King Abdullah bin Abdulaziz Al Saud, insofar as the
fundamental principles and values underlying these rights are enshrined
in the provisions of the Basic Law of Governance, derived from the
Islamic Shari’a, which place particular emphasis on the importance of
equality for all and the State’s duty to protect human rights, promote the
principles of justice and safeguard all the rights of citizens and foreign
residents alike. The judiciary, in particular, plays an important role in
guaranteeing and protecting legitimate rights and freedoms in its capacity
as an independent authority since assurance of the independence of the
judiciary and respect for its judgements, as well as the jurisprudential and
legal sources on which they are based, are among the principal
requirements for the promotion and protection of human rights.
The Kingdom has highlighted this fact through the development of its
judicial institutions, consolidation of their independence, promotion of
the principles of fair trial, a multi-level judicial structure and conciliation
and reconciliation procedures for the settlement of disputes and the
drafting of a bill of law for non-custodial measures in criminal justice.

The Kingdom is also diligently endeavouring to promote and
protect human rights through the adoption of numerous measures and
initiatives, such as the establishment of national institutions and control
mechanisms, the promulgation of legislation and the implementation of
programmes to develop greater awareness of human rights.

Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Kingdom has taken further steps to promote the participation
of women in all fields. These efforts recently culminated in the
representation of women in the Consultative Council for the first time.
Thirty of the Council’s 150 members are now women and the Council’s
Statutes have been amended to ensure that women do not hold less than
20 % of the total number of seats therein. This is a relatively high
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the humanitarian funds supervised by the Office of the High
Commissioner and has announced a donation of US$ 2 million to
UN Women (the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and
Empowerment of Women).

Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is currently preparing to present its
National Report to the 17™ session of the Universal Periodic Review
Working Group which is due to be held next October. Our national
experience in preparing this report has been fruitful and led to an active
dialogue on human rights within government agencies and civil society.
It also helped us to increase awareness of the promotion and protection of
human rights. While affirming its desire to fulfil its international
obligations and enhance its cooperation with all United Nations
mechanisms, the Kingdom also wishes to emphasize the importance of
the UPR mechanism which is based on the principle of interactive
dialogue, promotion of cooperation and an exchange of experience
among States.

Mr. President,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Kingdom believes that your distinguished Council is playing
an important role in the promotion and protection of human rights in its
capacity as an international mechanism for the exchange of humanitarian
experience and expertise among States and peoples. Accordingly, the
Kingdom is eager to become a member the Council so that it can
contribute to the ongoing process of promoting and protecting human
rights everywhere. To this end, it has submitted its candidature for
election to membership of the Council for the term 2014-2016 and hopes
that its candidature will receive your backing and support.

In conclusion, I wish this session a successful outcome and thank
you for your kind attention.
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