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M'ister President,

Excellencies,

"Ladies and Gentlemen,

1am pleased on behalf_of.fhe Qnitéd A‘rab Emirates fo extend tb you, Mr. President, on your
assumption of the presidency of the Human 'ﬁights CoUncil,:and I am cdnf_ident that your
‘Wisdom and good chairing wili contribute to. the Success of thi; session; I would also like tb
thank your predecessor "Mfs. Laura Dupuy Lasserre” for the active role she played during
her mandate. Let me. also expfess my alppreciation for the efforts made by the High
Commissioher for Human Rights, Mrs. Navi Pillay, and all her colleagues to pronﬁote and

. protect human rights.

It is a great privilege for me to be back in Geneva for the second time within a month, to
participate on behalf of the United Arab Emirates in this high level segment of the Human

Rights Council.

ln'January,'the UAE experienced its second Universal Periodic Review. | was honored to lay
~.out the UAE's strategic vision for the protection of human rights, and was pleased with, the
| useful and constructive dialogue that followed. The UAE will continue to work with this

~ Council to advance the promotion and protection of human rights at home and abroad.
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Mister President,

Alléw mé to bﬁefly: reiterate ‘qur achievémeﬁfs of the'p'ast and our vision for the future.
:rhl;ee months égo, we celebrated our forty-first anniversary as a nation. Our young"couﬁtry

'i'.s p:roud _of the progress it has maag ina shor;c time. The UAE has a stable politfcal system -
charac’gerize’d by a -étrong relvationship betWeen the citizens and_goyérnrﬁent, the application ‘
of.the rule of law, and good gﬁvernance. The UAE’; legi;lative énd institutional f,rameWor.k ,
- has eVoIvea ove“r time in respon_sé to the aépirations of its Ac_itize'ns4 ih the light of a mpdéi’n_
' g.onte'mp"orary stafe, while staying consistent with. its traditions.. Our Cohstitution remains

the foundation for the protection of the rights and freedoms in our country.

"The 'po.litica‘l achievements médg in the UAE over fhé past 'yea.ré thanks to the vision of our
wise Iéadershié,‘have gone'ha‘nd in hand with a gi-ant and unprecedentea leap in social,
: econo.mic and cultural conditions 6f ourjpéopie. Accordiﬁg.to the UN"svH‘umvan DeQé[obment
Index, the UAE rankéd ft' among Arab cbuntries aﬁd 30" internationally in the 2011 World.
l—_iu‘man‘ ‘Dévelopment Rebért. Today, the citizéns(of the UAiE enjoy .a high standard of ]ivin_g
"and are reaping the benefits of huge vaernnjeht ihvestm‘ents made over thé pasf y'eérs in
. infrastructure, .h.0using,,edﬁcation and health sérvices; We invest in oUr'people,‘ at thé same_.
: 'ti'me as we work to modernize our institutional aljd legislative st'ructurés‘ to keep pace With

the best international standards and practices. -
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The UAE has placed at the heart of its Emirates Vision 2021 the aim to achieve an evén‘
strongér federation, with a competitive economy and the best pﬁssible quaiity of life _fbr our
s éitize‘ns. To this'_ énd, we wil[ ccAJnti‘nu‘e to focus’ on developingA our society and improving
educatidn and health carebsystems. To implement this visioﬁ, the UAE has developed
specific national strategiés, which focus oﬁ the empowerment and advancement of women,
r\;\ofcherhood and childhood, and the iarovision of social services, housing programs and care

for the elderly.

In a situation where challenges facing all countries are getting harder, and in a difficult and
unstable region, the UAE has taken a pro-active approach towards the protection of'humén‘
rights, in a way that is consistent with our constitution, laws, and traditions. We continue to
builcl~ on our iachievements within the frameWork of Our.human rights institutions, for
examplg with the recém; creation within the Federal National Council of avparliamentary'
com'mittee to monitor human rights. The UAE aiso made great effofts to bring its national
le'gislation"in line with the best international standards, as is shown by the great progress |
’m_ade in ihproving and e'xpandin‘g la_bbr regulations, human trafficking laws, as well as
empower'ment of worﬁén,v'hrotection 6f children‘s rights andv promotion of equality before

the law in the light of an effective system thatAsafeguards human rights. !

Respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms is an essential component of the.
principles and values of the UAE society. The UAE has achieved in this regard great gains we

can be proud of and which made our country an attractive environment for more than 200
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nationalities. This was possible thanks to an open and tolerant society ensuring to all its’
members the enjoyment.of all rights and freedoms and religious practice to all nationalities ’
residing on its territory on the.basis of the United Arab Emirates principles and values that

embrace moderation and rejection of all forms of extremism and religious intolerance. '

Mister President,

‘ .

lOur country s desnre to be a part of this Human Rights Councnl reflects our flrm conv1ct|ons'
'on the lmportance of protecting hnman rlghts We are proud to have been elected a
mem’ber of this eSteemed body, and we will do our utmost to contribute tollts work. In this
splrlt the UAE underlmes its belief that the Council should conduct its work in a manner
- that is transparent ‘a political, andvalms to achleve cooperatlon mstead of confrontatlon

We will work wnth all our partners towards this goal

;
/

' Tthe_ UAE made the ‘iss;ue of women'’s empowermentone of its otiocities for its term on the
Council rdue to its settle'd' convibction .of the prominent role women in eOCiety, eince they
3 becarn_e effective partners in the\deVeIop'rnent gains tnade by the country. Wornen hold 66%
‘ of government 'jo,bs, 30% of \.NhiCh’. are s‘enior Ieedershio‘jobs'_assoctatedl with decision- “
" making. Women's participation in higher e'c.lucation 'amounts 6 95% of female students,
80% of high school'grladuates, end 70% of the total universtty graduates, which is consider_ed

- the highest rate in the world, in-addition to their enrolment in the judici'a'ry, prosecution,”
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pblice, diplomatic and consular corps. In the area of gender equality, the UAE ranks among

the most gender equal of Arab countries and 38™" internationally according to UNDP.

The‘ UAE beliév_es in the importance of .supporting. internatiohal efforts aimed at
. empower’ing wbnten. In this context, the UAE chmmendé the establishment of UN Women,
“and has afflrmed its strong support through a donatlon of five mnlhoh dollars The UAE is
proud .to be currently serving on the Executlve Board of the orgamzatlon and is lookmg -
forward, to cooperate with all parties in order to achleve the objectives for which this

organization was created.

Withih the context of advancing women’s etnpbwerment, the UAE will take action to
" support international initiatives tm women’s empowerment and consolidating girls’ right to
educatfon-. Hence, the UAE announces.its intention to hold a panel discussion oh girls’ right
to ed’ucation,iand will work to éupport international initiativet ih this regard,lparticularly in

with low-income countries.

Mister Pi’eéident,

Allow me to turn to some major intetnatibnal issues that concern the Council. My country is
extremely concernéd with the ever deteriorating situation in Syria, which has outraged
millions of people around the world with the ongoing crackdown clalmmg the lives of more
than 70,000 people by a regime that lost its legltlmacy We deeply sympathlze thh the

plight of the‘Syrian people, and call upon the internatio,nal community ‘to assume its
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" humanitarian responsibiiity to stop the terrible tragedy the Syrian people is living. We also
'-‘cbm'mend the efforts of this Council to address the spiral of violence and ‘increasing
sectarianism. We hope that the UN Commission of Inquiry set up by the Council can play its

partin investigating the daily violations committed against Syrians.

Regarding Palestine, the United Arab Emirates strongly condemns the continued Israeii.
violations of' defenseleés Paiestinians’ rights, and calls for a halt to all israeli eettlenﬁent-' -
,activity. The LiAE ‘a‘Iso urges ‘the inte‘rnational -communit.y ‘to work- on enabling- thé ',
-Pale;stinian"people to obtain all their rights and establish their own free and in’dep‘endent

 State, with Jerusalem as its capital. |

~In this regard, we concur with the outcome of the recent report: from the HRC’s
International F,act—Finding Mission on lIsraeli Settlements in the Occupied. Palestinian -
‘Territory. Based on this outcome, Israel must evacuate all its illegal settlements, and stop its

nefarious practices against Palestinian civilians, detainees and prisoners.

1

 The UAE expresses its. deep concern about the tragic situation of the Rohingya Muslims in
_ Myanmar, where the Muslim population is faced w1th serious \rioience. and cails upon the
’ international community to act and. take action in accordance with its humanitarlan
respbnsi_bilityé .'s.o as tc push and encourage' the Government of Myanmar to carry out its
duties to address the situation of this community acc‘e'rdin'g io the _'principles of human‘

rights and relevant international conventions.

7

Tel: +41 22918 0000 | Fax: +4122 734 5562 | 56, rue Moillebeau - 1209 Geneve | Switzerland



MISSION PERMANENTE DES
EMIRATS ARABES UNIS
GENEVE

A ’.“‘.i_\_n;i st )
Butikl Aoy 5o DAY

L.O.—-"M-?'

G

The UAE also continues to be concerned with the situation in Myanmar, where the Muslim
‘population; we are working within the Organization of I'slamic,Cooperation to address this

issue.

Mister President,

- We bélieve,in the Human Rights Council’s significant and primary roie in addréssing cases
involving wide and Syotematic violations of human rights. Hence, | thank the Council for its
sustained efforts and couragoous docisions_to deal with the situations | just described. We
a’lso emphasize the importance of ti-ie Council’s involvement in providing btechnicval
assistance to many coi.mtries, including Afghanistan, Libya, Yemen, and Somalia. The UAE
supports these H_umAan‘ Rights Council’s initiatives, which shouid l:ie provided on requesi:-
| '\from the countries concerned, according to their needs. In this context, the UAE, _through its -
donor iristitutions, provided foreign aid to many developing countries. In 2011, a foreign aid
v estimat_ed at2.11 billlion ‘doliarg has be.en directed at buiiding capacities of these countries
in order to provide hiealthcare, education, food, housing and others svervicesv.: The UAE
ranked 14 globally amongv donor countries' that contributed nﬁost in providing foreign ai'd'.

" according to the 2010 OECD Classification.
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‘Mister President,

The UAE renews its support to the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. For
the current year, we have contributed 90 thouSand dollars to‘thve budgét. of her Office and
related funds. We are also pleased to announce an additional contribution of one-and-a-half

* million dollars as a support to the activities of the Office of the High Commissioner.

On this_itoccasion, we gxpress,our appreciation for the ’Fireless efforts made by‘ the -High
AlConjm'issiohér'for Human Rights, Mrs. Névi Pillay, _a_nd her office to promoie and prc;tect '
human rights. W_e will be.héppy o weicbme her oh é visit.tonthe UAE later this yéar. in the .
; same spirif of COI‘{tinued cooberatioh, the UAEI will host thé UN Wofl;ing Group on Business

and Human Rights in the second quarter of 2013. -

The UAE is strongly committed to the goals and objectives for which the Human Rights
Council was created. We look forward to working with all of you over the next few years to

~advance human rights worldwide.

Thank you.
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