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AS DELIVERED
Madam President, colleagues, this is the wrong time for this flawed, one-sided resolution. Serious efforts are underway to rebuild Gaza in a way that will end the rule of Hamas terrorists, bring normalcy and dignity to the people in Gaza, and bring peace and prosperity to the Middle East.
This resolution exemplifies how, even following President Trump’s landmark peace agreement and the historic passage of Security Council Resolution 2803, the General Assembly continues its decades-long pattern of unfairly targeting Israel.
The United States rejects the politicized conclusions in this nonbinding “advisory opinion.” It bares noting that advisory opinions are exactly that: they are not binding. They are not a basis for legislature. Notwithstanding the fact that the ICJ’s ruling was factually baseless and devoid of judicial restraint, the General Assembly’s abuse of advisory opinions as a political tool makes a mockery of international law.
This resolution also ignores the reality on the ground today and the positive developments of the past few months.
As a result of President Trump’s consequential and historic leadership and the support of our partners, the war in Gaza has ended, a ceasefire remains in effect, and aid is flowing at substantially increased levels. 47 of 48 hostages have returned home, and the United States is committed to securing the return of the remains of Ran Gvili, the last hostage.
The Security Council endorsed President Trump’s Comprehensive Plan to End the Gaza Conflict, adopting Resolution 2803 by a13 votes in favor, zero votes against, and two abstentions, with the support of Arab and Muslim partners, Israel, and the Palestinian Authority. That resolution brought unity and hope. This performative text only sows division and impedes peace.
Irrelevance is only one fault of many. UNWRA is a subsidiary of Hamas. It is completely penetrated because UNWRA operates under frameworks that treat Hamas like any other actor, and rejects any reasonable standards for accountability or vetting for its staff or partners.
That this resolution would imply that Israel is in any way compelled to work with such an organization is simply wrong. The idea that any nation could be compelled by the General Assembly to work with any organization is a gross infringement on sovereignty.
UNRWA is unaccountable, corrupt and irredeemably compromised. It will play absolutely no role going forward in Gaza.
The United States continues to work to surge humanitarian aid for Gazans. Over 800 trucks entered Gaza each day on average between October 10 and December 9. The availability of food continues to increase, and critical services are being restored. In other words, this resolution is utterly irrelevant.
The United States will continue to forge ahead, implement Resolution 2803, and advance President Trump’s vision for a peaceful and prosperous Gaza which is no longer a launchpad for terrorism, and where Gazans can determine their own destiny, free from terrorist rule and violence.
The United States will vote against this resolution. We urge all delegations ready to play a serious and constructive role in the region’s next chapter to do the same.
Thank you.

