Iran arrests reformists as crackdown on dissent widens, reports say
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The head of Iran's main reformist coalition, Azar Mansouri, is among at least five prominent opposition figures reported to have been arrested in recent days.
The move represents a widening of the regime's crackdown on dissent in response to the mass anti-government protests in January.
Iranian human rights groups have said they have confirmed the killing of more than 6,000 protesters when security forces brutally put down the demonstrations - and they have suggested that the final figure could be much higher.
Mansouri had called for the truth of what happened not to be covered up.
In a statement last week, she said: "We will not allow the blood of these dear ones to be consigned to oblivion or the truth to be lost in the dust."
The other reformists who are reported to have been arrested include Hossein Karroubi. He is the son of Mehdi Karroubi, who stood as a reformist presidential candidate in a disputed election in 2009 that sparked mass protests and was subsequently held under house arrest for many years.
The spokesman for the reformist coalition, Javad Emam, is also reported to have been detained, along with two other members, Ebrahim Asgharzadeh and Mohsen Aminzadeh.
The prosecutors' office in Tehran has accused those arrested of "targeting national unity" and acting in league with the US and Israel.
The campaign is a blow to President Masoud Pezeshkian, whose election in 2024 owed much to reformist support.
He had expressed a more conciliatory view of the protesters, but appears to have been largely sidelined.
Pezeshkian has also called for an inquiry into the protests, but the weakness of both his personal position and that of the presidency itself within the Iranian theocratic system appears to have been exposed once again.
The crackdown on the prominent reformists sends a signal that more moderate voices are being further silenced, just days after Iranian and US officials held talks on trying to reach a deal on Iran's nuclear programme.
Both sides have described the initial discussions in Oman as positive, although no concrete progress appears to have been made so far.
In another indication that hardliners in Iran are still calling the shots, the semi-official Tasnim news agency says that Ali Larijani - a close adviser to the Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei and secretary of Iran's Supreme National Security Council - is to head to Oman for talks with Omani mediators on Tuesday.
Negotiations with the Trump administration are said to be focusing on Iran's nuclear programme.
That's led protesters inside Iran and their supporters outside to bemoan an apparent change of approach by the US from its initial stance of vowing a decisive response if the regime killed people participating in the demonstrations.
The huge build-up of US military forces in the region remains in place, with its threat of an all-out attack on Iran.
The Iranian regime is hoping to avert this through negotiations and possible concessions.
But this latest move against what's left of the opposition is likely to make building any sense of trust with Washington more elusive.

