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Israel reaffirms its commitment to combating racism, racial discrimination, and related intolerance in all their forms, and to promoting quality and dignity for every individual. This is a global challenge that we believe must be confronted with the utmost seriousness.
At the same time, the resolution we are going to adopt, outlining the scope, modalities, and format of the 25th anniversary high-level meeting on the adoption of the Durban Declaration and programme of action, is yet another brick in building a process that is in itself and furthermore destructive.
The Durban Conference, which took place in 2001, although righteously intended to combat racism, was hijacked by anti-Israeli and antisemitic activists, leaving Israel with no choice but to withdraw from a conference which turned openly hostile.
Tom Lantos, a Holocaust survivor who led the US delegation to Durban at the time, said that after experiencing the horrors of the Holocaust firsthand, the 2001 Durban Conference was the most sickening display of hate for Jews that he had seen since Nazi Germany.
The appalling 2001 conference was not a one-time failure. It became a blueprint for subsequent commemorations. Durban II in 2009 gave former Iranian President Ahmadinejad a platform to call for Israel’s destruction, while Durban III in 2011 again promoted division rather than combating racism.
Each anniversary has repeated this pattern, culminating the boycott of the 20th anniversary meeting by 38 Member States in 2021. The issue is not just what happened outside the halls of the conference, but rather it is embedded in the Durban Declaration and programme of action itself. While it contains many important elements that Israel is, of course, committed to, such as combating racism, it politicizes that fight.
This isolated inclusion of the Palestinian-Israeli conflict in the DDPA creates a false perspective as if the conflict should be viewed through a racial lens. Artificially framing it as such is misleading and enables the demonization and delegitimization of my country. This has been going on for over two-and-a-half decades, with the DDPA as the stage for provoking hate rather than providing a basis for progress.
Commemorating Durban now, as we are living through an unprecedented surge of antisemitism around the world following the aftermath of October 7th, would only add fuel to this fire. While this resolution is procedural in nature, it lays the groundwork for yet another high-level anti-Israel conference that this process continues to produce.
The Durban process is rotten to its core, and any of its follow-up events are the fruit of a poisonous tree. An antisemitic hate fest, however noble its original goals, should not be commemorated, except as a tragic error, never to be repeated.
That does not mean we lessen our commitment to fighting racism. It means the opposite. The State of Israel is at the forefront of that fight, which must take place in the proper forum.
We urge Member States to join us in voting against this resolution and to help build better platforms for progressing in this area.


