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The United States supports the elimination of discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, sex, age, disability, national origin, and genetic information. The United States also condemns the advocacy of national racial or religious hatred and other hateful ideologies.
That said, we do not act at the expense of our strong support for freedom of opinion and expression. Free speech means protecting all speech, and thus explicitly includes audio speech, as popular speech is rarely subject to restriction. This is a core right protected under the US Constitution, and we will not compromise on it.
We need to be clear about what is happening here. This body is attempting to lay the groundwork, allocate resources, and schedule a massive high-level spectacle to celebrate a toxic legacy. The United States will have no part in it. Our reasons for voting against this performative exercise are clear, consistent, and nonnegotiable.
The original 2001 Durban Conference was not an honest effort to combat racism. It was hijacked and transformed into a vile platform for antisemitism and anti-Israel bigotry. The United States will not stand by or provide diplomatic cover for an international framework rooted in institutional prejudice.
Furthermore, the Durban Declaration and its follow-up processes explicitly endorse over-broad restrictions on freedom of expression under the guise of preventing intolerance. In America, we don’t silence speech we disagree with. We defeat bad ideas with better ones. The freedoms guaranteed by the US Constitution are central to our republic. We will absolutely not support any UN mandate that elevates state censorship or compromises fundamental civil liberties.
Consensus for the sake of consensus is not a virtue, and the United States will not accept it.


