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9 Ju11,  2009

E,rcel lency,

l l t  our capaci t i 'as Co^chair ' .s  cr f  t l tc  AcJ l loc \ \ 'ork i r rg GroLrp orr  the Revi ta l izat ion of  the Cerreral
Assenrbl ,v,  we have draf ted a s1'nopsis of  the threJ therr ' , i t ic  rneer ings held rhus f 'ar ,  i r rc ludi 'g
recotnmendations 0n the wit\ '  forward. u,hich rvc attach he reto us preyiorsll, indicated.

The s1'r toPsis takes carcf i t l  cccour l r  of  propr:sals.  recornrncrrc lat ions apd vierns erpresscd b*
l r4enrbcr Stales,  bot i r  dur i l tg olrr  l i r rcc thenrr t ic  rncet ings i11 . [urre,  and cj i r l ing our i , . , forn. ,ot
consu l ta t ions .  We iook  f , . l r rvard  to  l rear ing  \4ember  S ta tes ' \ , ievvs  on  and reac t ions  io  th is
s1 'nops is  dur i r rc .  o t t r  t t cx l  rne  e t i r rq ,  r lh ich  rve  j r r lend  (o  convet , ie  o r r  27 . lu l r ,  2009

We a lso  i r r lend  ro  dcd icare  par t  o1-  tha t  Ineet ing  to  b r ie l ing  vou on  ba l l6 r i 'g  a r rc l  'o t ing
tec l rno logv .  as  we l l  as  on  r jocur lcn ta t ro r r .

As Co-chairs.  ws rvould l ikc 1o rene\\ ,oLtr  con.rmitmcnr to observing rhe pr inciples of
t rat lsparency and inclusivcncss in our col lect ive ef torrs to achieve subsLnt ive and tangible
resul ts dur i r rg t l tc  c i l r ren{ sessicu.  We exprcss our grat i tude for the hi96 Ievel  of  ipterest  shorvn
b1' Ivlember Stares. attcJ rve look foru,ard to thc acrivc participatiJn of , i.1.;ri i ;;; ' in ,, ' ,.
nreet ings ahead

Pleasc accept Excel lerrcv,  Ihc assurancc of 'our l r ighest cols iderat ion.

Arnbassador Morlelr Wetland
Perrnanent Representative oJ'
Nonva.v fo the United Nations

l75g i "  60A2 08

fCA4 h*t,Llnl",{
Anrbassador Marfa Fernanda Espinosa
Perrnanerrt Representative of
Dcuador to the United Natiotrs

I
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OF' TH EI\{ATIC N,TEETII{GS OF TIIIT
GROIJP ON "I 'TIE 

RE\/ITALIZATTON
G En* E IIA t_, r\ S S EIVI B L y

8 . lul1'2009

Int,r!ductiq0

I  By i ts  resolut ion 6Zi?16. lhe Gcneral  As.senrb l t ,dcc ic ied to csrabl ish.  a t  j ts  srx t r ,_
third session. an ad hoc rvorking group open to al l  Menrber States op t jre reyital izat ion
of thc Gcrreral Asscnrblv, I

(a) To identifl ' f 'urrhel \vays to enhaucc the mle, authority'. cffcctiveness a'd
eff icicncy of the Assenrbl l ' .  intcr al ia, b,v bui lding on previous resolut ions:

(b) To sr 'rbmit a report thcreon to thc Assembly ar i ts sixty-third session.

2 Duri;rs the sixty-thirct scssion of thc Ccneral Asscnrbly, on 20 lr ,{arc6 2009. thc
Prcs idcnt  o l '  l l rc  Gcncra l  Asscmhlv appointed Lrs as rhe t \vo chai rpersols  c , l '  the
\\forking Group.

i .  Fol lou' ing our appoinl,ucnr as co-Chairs. \ \ .e con\jened
Apr i l  2009 1o a l iou, ior  a gencra l  exchangc of  v iervs a lnong the
on the best way forward.

SYNOPSIS
H/ORKING

AD I IOC
OI.- TIIE

a f irst nreef ing on i  5
mernbership, includir:g

I

1, We lirrthcr contirtucd to conduct informnl mcctings with rnani, lr4ember States
and represehtatives ol' the dift'crerrt regional anc"l political [roups subsequent to the first
meeting- During thesc intbrmal tncctings we bcnefited extcnsively,, fiom the insights.
experience and concrete ideas of lvlember Stales on both the substance alrd the technical
and proced,ral aspects of the r:evitaliz.atio' proccss.

5, As a result of thcse exchangcs and the contributions received irorn i\4ernber States
during the meeting of April 15, rve identificd various issues as having been underscoreci
most frequently and emphatically as being nrost central to the reviralization process and
dcveloped a rvork plan on thal basis which w'e circulated to all Member States in a lefter
dated 29 May'2009.1n the Ietter we proposed to convene three thematic meetings on the
mosl important issues as identified b1, Mcrnbel Srates during the rnonth of .lune. As
announced at thc first rneeting, we arc hereby prcscnting to 1,ou a synopsis of these
mectings, including recommcndations crn the way forward.
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A,  , - . . ' j lmn lemcnta t io0  o f  GA reso lu f ions  and  thg , , ,GA agcnda :  Onera t iona l  and
technicLl issg.g.s, incl-ud.irlg.jnfornra!ion, orl..the, ():dt votinq sv.-!crrr, in the framen,ork
f i f  the Canitgl-Mastcr PIa&l

(r.  The f irst t l rcrnatic r lcet irrg, as indicated in the'rvork plarr.  rvas ircld on 3 Junc,
Ninc delcgations. sornc also speakirrg on behalf o1'groups, i t t tervened in our djscurssions
0n the issues indicatcd above.

7. On the inrplerncrrtat ion of resolut ions peflaining to the revitel izat ion of the GA.
thc vicil, was expressed that ovcr the l,ears a sufticient numbcr of proposals had been
adopteC bv the Assernlrly and that lr{crnber States should now focus 0n their
implernenl,ation. Jn this context. scveral speakers underlined that the Charl developed bi,
tire previous Ad hoc working group rJuring thc 62"d session r.vould be a goocl basis for that
effort. Whilc .somc thoughl. thal thc Secretan'-Ccncral shor-rld be requestcd to update thc
Chart on a regular basis. inclut l ing an indication of reasons fbr non-inrplementation, one
delegation suggested that rcvieu'ot thc inrplernentation of resolut ions should bc
undertaken only errery 4-5 r 'cars. OI thosc in favnur ol 'continuing the revierv etercise,
son'le indicated it mav bc benellcial to consider. at the outset, nrodalities tbr such a
revietv. and one delegation noted a linkagc betrveen such an exercise and the mandate
ret'ierv proccss. The samc delegatiou eugucd that inionnation on the implementatron of
r\ssenrbiy, resolr.rtrons sirclulci  also lrecorne an intec.ral feature of the Secretary-Ceneral 's
anrrual reFort.

8 Regarding the qucstiorr oi the GA ngcnda. several spea.f iers arp;ued that the best
$'a\ '  lo revitalrZe thc Assembll ,  ivuuld be ftr i '  i t  to faci l i tate consideral. ion of ' the nosl
prcssing issues cl[ 'our l inre ancl u'hic: i i  aic ol ' r 'elevance to ai l  l r , lenrber States as r. l ,e)]as the
iniernational comrnunjtv as a r.r ' l iolc. A nunrbcr of speakers also suggested that a
strearniining of thc agenda could be bcncficial so that the nany imminent crises and new
challenges that have comc to the t-ore{iont oI the interlational political agenda in recent
\/ears could bc nrole firll l ' and cll-ectively addrcssed- Many Mernber States indicated
willingness to approach the challcnge of the agcnda of the GA,, rvhile at the same time
underlining iheir awareness of the political scnsitivitl, of any such undertaking. The
possibi l i ty of the el imination. biennial izat ion, tr iennial izat ion, etc. of i tems rvas cited.
One proposal put foru'ard rvas to considcr a sunset clausc for agenda items.

9. In thc wider conlext of the Assernbl,v's agenda. the use of thematic dcbates was
also addressed by nrany \'lcmber States. Thcre was r+'idespread agreenlellt on the
iniportance of holding thcse debales on issues of relevaace to the international
commuttity and ot'concern and intcrest to the Organization. It was also noted that their
thenres and tinring should be decided ilr consultation *ith Member States, and that thcy
should be rvell prepared. Sorne deiegations proposed that future thematic deba(es should
become nlore results-oriented and bc tied to ernerging issues. Thenratic debates could
Iead to the adoption of a re solution or the establishnrent of an open-ended ',1'orking group
olt the issuc discusscd, and a list ol'proposals rnade by lr4en:ber States during their
thernalic discussions coukl be drallcd ac.cordjngly. Another delegation. while generally
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support ive o1'  thc intportanl  ro le plal 'cd bv themat ic debatcs.  exprcs.sed col)cern evet '
du;r l ical i t tn r . r i 'd iscussir : r rs r . r , i th l i rose in othcr bodies (e.g.  thc i r i f th Cornmit tee).

10. At the sal'ne mccting. several speakers intcrvcned on lhe voting s3,stenr in the CA.
o{fering a r,ru' ict),  ol ' \ , isr.r,s and commcnl.s. irrcluding thc fol lou,ing:

r d group of'lvlentbct' States reclucsted further inforrnation on vr:ting systems. Other
delegations sharcd [lte vicr,i, that it rvould be Llse ful to hear a fcrllou'-up brlcfing or]
votirrg s),stclns.

. One dclel:ation suggcstcd rcque.sting tlic ASG for IT to provicle informarion on
tire latest voting tcchnologl' available anri asked which s)'stent vi'ould be in place
durina tlie ClvlP.
Another dcleeation argue d that crnpirical data rvas required tcl aid ivlember States
in making e dscision on thc various options lbr a new voting s),s1eltr.
One delegation ploposcd to refer thc issue to the 5'r '  Committee arrd the ACABQ,
Several lr4cmber States wanted to improve thc existing s1'stern of counting ballots
by hand rr.'hereas or.te associated delegation added. in its r:ational capacit-"-. that it
was in far, 'or oJ'malt ing lul l  usc of nnv technologv,
Another delegation was not opposed to nelv technologl, if i t could
rvi th in cxi  st ing rescrut 'ces.

And I'et anoiher cielegalion sLrfigestcd it r i 'ould be extrerriell '  ci{sy
opt ion A to achieve i rnprovcnrents nght au'at ,

be done form

to irrrplemcnr

l1  ln  other  rc t larks.  the issue oJ 'docurncnlaf ion rvas ra ised b1,a group cf  countr ies
r,vhicit  ernphasrzcd t ire r i lportance of ' the t ir :re[-V issuance of documer:ts in al l  the si.x
o{ ' i rcial languages and requested clari frcation ironr thc Sccretariat on the possible savings
{,hat could accrue through tlte, reduction of'the distribution of hard copies. assuming that
electrrrnic distr-ibution would he quickcr. lcss costly' and more environmentally benign.
Anothcr group ol 'countr ics tor.rchecl upon the role oJ'the Main Comnrit tccs, namely to
explore the possibilitl ' of streanrlining the Assernbly's rvork load between the Main
Committees and the plcnarl'. And onc -delegation suggested that there should be no
paralleJ rneetings betu,'ee n Main Committees and the plenary.

B. "-[\g,J.,nlc of the Gclrcral AsggFblv ln.d its relationshin to the p{re{ qr-incinal
o.rqgnp of Jhe Qr.qflnisation and thc visibil iW and nublic outreach capacitv of the

blv,; J'lrc rol,-c- ilnd rcsnon.sihility of thc Gcncrnl Asseqblv in the process of
a n n o i qt ing..,-S csJcl a ri cs- G g qgr.a l'q.l-t]lg t J n i tc d N a t i o n s'l

12. A.t the second thcrnalic meeting. cln 5 .lune, fiftccn delegations, some again
speaking on bclralf of variou.s groups, intcrvcned on the issncs under discussion.

13. On the rclat ionship bchvccn tbc GA and thc othcr principal organs, the view
was exprcssed by a large group of \4emher States that the primary ob.jective of GA
revitalization was to conl.inue to strengthen the role and position of the GA as the chief
deliberative, policy-making and representativc organ of the LIN. On the other hand,
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reI-erences \\ ;ere tt tat lc b1'scveral spcal<ers to l l rc ielevant Charter l tLovisicrrrs sert ing oul
the rcspectrve bodics '  lunct ions and po\vcrs.

11, Numerous speakcrs hotvel 'er notcd a grou,ing concern over the perceived
encroachment by t l ie Securih'  C'ounci l  on the n,ork of the General Assenrbiy. aird son' le
raised the perceived increased rolc of the Sccurity Counci l  jn the f ield of n0n11-sett ing in
this regard. I t  u'as notcd that past resolut ions ainring to increase coordination among t l ic
trvo bodies existcd artd only needed to Lre irrrplemented. This included regular meetings
anlong their respcctite Presidcnls. 

'[ 'here 
was also some concen] that provisions

regarding tire improvement of the annual repofl by the SC to the GA and the submission
of specral sub.iect-oriented reporls havc no1 bccn implenrented. Orre Cele.gation however
nolcd in thjs regaLd that 1hc Sccuritl ' Council reporl did not suggcst subt'rrdinaticln of one
bodl ' to anoti ier and that those delegations r.r ' ishing to receivc l 'urther detaj ls on the
Counci l 's work should consult u, i th the respecrive menrbers elected f iom u,i thin their
ou'n regiottal Broup. Vier.r,'s varicd among clelegat.icins on the cxtent to rvhich thc
revitalizati'rn arrd Securily Council rci'orm proccsses \r€r'e either interdependent or
independcnt of eacli other.

15. Various dclegatiorls exprcssed tireir supfort for increa.sing tlie putrlic visibility oi
the w'orl< of the Asscrnbly rvhich, they argued, u'as proportional to and a I'unction of the
relevattce of ' the issues discusscd b;, ' i | '  anc lhe u'a1' t l iat the Gr\ deait u, j t ]r  the issues It
cou,id also bc achin'cd bv i t tcreasing intelact ion r.vi th civi l  societ-\ i  or through travel
actir . ' i t ies by thc President ani Lhe \ i ice-Presjdcnts. h rvas proposed to eximine the
reasons rvhv thc apparcnl publrc disconnect u, j th t l ie rvork of ' the General Assenrblv has
becn grort ' ing. Aud somc. dclcgation-s indicated rhat rhe fornr of debates in {he GA could
be nrade significantl.v rnolc aitracrir.'c.

16. A group of countrics, on the othcr hanrl, suggcsted that tlre quesrion of public
visibility should cotrtinuc to be considcred in thc Comnrittee on Inlbrmation. fuiother
delegation. tluough the Co-Chairs. submincd the following two questions to DPI: l) is
there a direcl charurel betrveen the Dcpartment and the major mcdia outlets, and 2) are
there any plans to harness modcrn nredia techniques. such as You Tube? A paper by DPi
on these issues rcquested by lr,{cnrber States rvas distributed to the Ciroup at its third
thematic nreeting.

17. Several spcakers also intcrvened on the.sclcct ion process of the Secrcrary-
General. offering a variety of viervs and cornnrenls, While some underscored the
importance of retaining the currcnt practice and approaclring the issues in full compliance
rvith the provisions of the Charter. others suggested, choosing different worcis, that the
process had become lcss transparcnt and inclusive over time, alld tha.t the permanent
members ol'the Sccurity Council had assumed too large a role in it. Ir4any stressed the
impoflance of irrrplementing existing resolution.s or: this issue and also ernphasized the
inadequacy of the past sclection processes and the need l'or improvemcnt. In that contexl,
it r.vas indicated that it might be usefirl to reconsider or abolish the provisions contained
in rcsolution l1/l of 1946 on the appointment of the Secretary-Generai. The word rnost
fiequently used during the discussions to describe the GA's role in the selection process
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hacl  bcen ' ' rubber 
starnping" thc dccis ion taken bv the Secur i t l  Clcrrrrc i l .  I t  vv i ls also

stresscrd by sottte that nor,r, i lras tire best t imc to undenakc a courprehe.n-sive rct,ieu, oi 'the
Assembly 's t 'o le in thc pr 'occss.  Sorne spcakers suggested that 1he GA provide a tbrunr
fbr candidates Jbr SG to cxpless thcir  v icurs and aspirat ions on their  possible tenure,

C.  "S t rens thcn inthc  ins t i tu t iona lmcmorn  o f  th ff icc of thc Pre.sident of l h e
Ccncra l  Asscmb a n d  c n h a n c i n n i ts  f 'unc t ions and rc la t ionsh in  vy i th l h e
Secrctar ia  t "

l l l .  At  the th i rd ihernat ic rncet ing.  on l9 Jrrne. terr  delegat ions,  solne again on behal f
of  var ious gl 'oups. intervened.

i  9. Tl iosc IVIcrnbcr States intcn'cning general l l '  agrccd rvith the importance of
strengthening the OPGA. Several cleicuation.s supported increases in both f inancial anci
human resources. lr4an1' speakers, including t\vo groups participating in the discussions,
underl ined that priori ty should be givcn to the implenrentation of cxist ing resolut ions
on tltese tnatters. Another largc group horvcver noted thal those provisions were far from
sufficicnt and tlrat the finaurcial strppclfl extcnded had beelr stagnating for loo nlari)f ),ears.
One delegation suggested that a specitic proposal could be .subrninecl to the F'itth
Committee and ACAIIQ. Othei 's, on thc olher harrd, expfici t l ) ,  condir ioneC its supporl for
the strengl lrening of the Olf ice on this bcing r i , i thin exisl, ing resources. lnteresr \ \ ,as
expresseci in recetving inibrnration updaling thc situatron on staf l i rrg and f inancing of the
OPC.4,r ln adrj i t iot i .  sn'cral conrnrcnts loucircd on the inrporiance of srrengtheing rhe
Off lce 

's 
i t tstt tui ional ntctnor) ' i  including through strengLh.ening t lre role c:f  pelmanent

staf l .  wlth thc understanding t l iar thcse siaff  nrust be accountable to the entire CA

20, To strengthen thc Otl ice's inst i tut ional memory- and bolster the smooth
transition from one President to thc next, several delcgations reiterated the usefulness of
the incurnbent subrnit t ing ̂  rcpurl to PGA-clcct which cor.r ld include specit ic
recomlnendations md lcssons'lcarncd on the r"vorking methods of the Office. A large
number of lv{ember States argucd that such atl annual report should be shared rvith the
rvider membership, and onc speaker suggcstcd fbrnralizing a request in this regard,
Another intcrvention further notcd that the PGA should also submit a rcport on al l
travel activitics undertaken.

21. In a dill 'crcnl rnatter, one group o1'N{enrbcr States made the proposal to coruider a
consultative rnechanism fbr strcngthening thc interaction betr,vecn the PGA and the
Main Conrmittcc Chairs, to al low the PGA to be adequatclv informed of the
proceedings of and chal lcngcs iu those Committces.

'  Subsequcnt to this requcs(r confirnrotion was received iry the Co facil i tators
the staffirrg and financing of thc oPCA udopted during thc'58'r ' session remain
indicatcd in clustcr I l l  (paragraphs 35-38) of docunrent 4/62/952,

that the provisions rclating to
runchanged. Their status is

I

megaFAX Facs im i le  Serv ices R E F  H r -759160A208 PAGE B O F

/ .  \



Conclus ions n h cacl

22. The Co-Chairs were strongly encouragcd bl,the
in the ivork of the working Group. as *,irnes.sed b_t, the
the tfuee thernatic meerinrs hcld so far.

35. At our rneeting on 27 Jurv,
svnopsis and invite lvlember Stares
AIJ\\/G siroLrid rake.

intcrest shown by'Member States
high leveJ o1' part icipation during

rve uould also like to hear 1,our feeclback on the
to exnress their viervs on the next steps that the

13. As r.vc inciicaled at thc 2"d and 3'd nrcctings. respectivc.l i:, rve took carefuJ nore of
Member Statcs' r' icrvs on the basis of u:hich rvc drafted rhis si;rropsis. rvhich u,e hope is
both cor:rprehensive and rcl lect ive of the various posit ions of Aetejat ions.

24' As rve also indicated earlier. wc have becn in contacl rvith the Secretariat t.
arrange for bricfings on tlte balloting and voting technology as rvell as on documeniatron.
We rvould i ike to infortt t  vou thal both ol ' these wil l  tuke f i iace in a meetingscheduied for
27 July. Wc further intendcd to engagc in an open exchange of vieu,s wirS the LN
Correspondelrts Associat ion. thc outconre of which rve u, i l l  cqual ly Jorward to the rvider
menrbership as .soon as possiblc.

l

I
I
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