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Letter of transmittal

[6 September 20171

Mr. Secretary-General,

1 have the honour to enclose herewith the report of the Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestirian People for submission to the
General Assembly in accordance with paragraph 2 of its resolution 71/20 of
30 November 2016.

The report covers the period from 5 October 2016 to 5 September 2017.

{Signed) Fodé Seck
Chair of the Committee on the Exercise of the
Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People

His Excetlency Mr. Antonio Guterres
Secretary-General of the United Nations
New York
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Chapter 1

Introduction

1. This report by the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the
Palestinian People is mandated by resolution 71/20 (2016) of the General Assembly
adopted on 30 November 2016. It contains information on the implementation by the
Committee of its programme of work designed to enable the Palestinian people to exercise
their inalienable rights, including through maintaining international awareness of and
mobilizing efforts aimed at achieving a just, comprehensive and fasting sclution of the
question of Palestine, enhancing international solidarity with the plight of the Palestinian
people and supporting the Government of the State of Palestine in its capacity-building

efforts to build a viable and sustamable future independent State of Palestine.

2. Following the Infroduction, Chapter II covers the Committee’s review of the
situation relating to the question of Palestine, including of events that have taken place
on the ground.

3. Under Chapters I and IV, the repori outlines the mandate entrusted to the
Conunittee by the General Assembly, and information on the Committee membership
and organization of its work during the year.

4. Chapter V contains the action taken by the Committee, including participation in

Security Council debates and its continued dialogue with intergovernmental
organizations and civil society. The Chapter also informs zbout the international
conferences and capacity building workshops organized by the Committee, as well as
other mandated activities and events carried out by the Division for Palestinian Rights
{DPR) on the Committee’s behalf.

5. Chapter VI provides a brief overview of the special information programme on
the gquestion of Palestine carried out by the Department of Public Information in
pursuance of General Assembly resolution 71/22 of 30 November 2016.

6. The last and final Chapter VII of the report contains the conclusions and
recommendations of the Committee to the General Assembly.
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Chapter {1

Review of the situation relating to the question of Palestine

‘ Security Council and Resolution 2334 (2016)

7. On 14 October, Malaysia — with Angola, Egypt, Senegal and Venezuela — hosted an
“Arria-formula” meeting on “Illegal Israeli Settlements: Obstacles to Peace and the Two-
State Solution™, on the negative impact of Israeli settlements on the Palestinian people and
their quest for self-determination and independence, and the prospects for achieving & just,
lasting and peaceful solution to the lsraeli-Palestinian conflict. The meeting heard first-
hand information from experts and civil society representatives, as well as statements from
members of the Security Council and other Member States condemning the ongoing Israeli
settlement expansion and demanding their cessation.

8. On 23 December, the Security Council passed the tandmark resofution 2334 (2016)—
cosponsored by Malaysia, New Zealand, Senegal and Venezuela — which reiterated the
international community’s vision of a region where two democratic States, Isracl and
Palestine, live side by side in peace within secure and recognized borders. It stressed that
the status quo is not sustainable and that significant steps, consistent with international law,
including the Fourth Geneva Convention, the relevant resolutions and the transition
contemplated by prior agreements, were urgently needed in order to: (i) stabilize the
situation and reverse negative trends on the ground, which were steadily eroding the two-
State solution and entrenching a one-State reality; and (ii) create the conditions for
successful final status negotiations and for advancing the two-State solution through those
negotiations. The resolution reaffirmed that establishment by Israel of setilements in the
Palestinian territory occupied since 1967, including East Jerusalem, had no legal validity
and constituted a major obsiacle to the achievement of the two-State solution and a just,
fasting and comprehensive peace and demanded their immediate and complete cessation.
The resolution also reaffirmed the human rights obligations of Tsrael as occupying Pawer
and condemned all measures aimed at altering the demographic composition, character and
status of the Palestinian territory occupied since 1967, including East Jerusalem, and
expressed grave concern that continuing Isracli settlement activities are dangerously
imperilling the viability of the two-State solution. The Couneil also underlined that it
would not recognize any changes to the 1967 lines, including with regard to Jerusalem,
other than these agreed by the parties through negotiations. The resolution called for
immediate steps to prevent all acts of violence against civilians, including acts of terror,
provocation and destruction, accountability in this regard. The Council also welcomed
ongoing peace efforts, stressed the urgency of launching credible negotiations on ail final
status issues in the Middle East peace process almed at bringing an end to the Israeli
occupation -that began in 1967 and achieving a just, lasting and comprehensive solution,
based on the relevant resolutions, the Madrid principles, the Arab Peace Initiative and the
Quartet Roadmap, and requested the Secretary-General to report to the Council every three
months on the implementation of the resolution.’

I For the full text of this and other relevant resolutions, including General Assembly resolutions
referenced in Chapter III, see the 2016 DPR publication “Resolurions and Decisions of the
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8. In addition to his reporting duties pursuant to resolution 2334 (2016), United Nations
{(UN)} Secretary-General Anténio Guterres continued the efforts of his predecessors in
support of a peaceful solution to the Question of Palestine. In his statements, including on
the occasion of the 50th aaniversary of the 1967 Arab-Israeli War, he reiterated the
pasition of the international community, enshrined in relevant resolutions of the General
Assernbly and Security Council, that the Israeli occupation of Palestinian territory and
people has to end through a negotiated two-state outcome that would meet Israeli security
needs and Palestinian aspirations for statehood and sovereignty, and would achieve the
inalienable rights of the Palestinian people. On 28-30 August, he visited Israel and the
Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT) where he held talks with the leaders of both States.

Human Rights Council

10. During its second universal periodic review (A/HRC/35/19) by the UN Human
Rights Council (HRQC), the overall rate of “full implementation” by Israel of its human
rights obligations in the OPT was assessed at 0.4 per cent. The country provided an
unofficial annex regarding recommendations pertaining to the West Bank and Gaza,
reiterating that it did not consider itself bound by buman rights instruments beyond the
horders of Israel despite the fact that the International Court of Justice, Security Council
.and General Assembly have clearly affirmed the applicability of the Fourth Geneva
Convention to the OPT, along with the core international human rights covenarnts.

11. On 24 March, the HRC passed four resolutions emphasizing the need to ensure
accountability and justice for all violations of international law in the OPT,
including East Jerusalem (A/HRC/RES/34/28);, reaflirming the inalienable,
permanent and unqualified right of the Patestinian people to self-determination
(A/HRC/RES/34/29); demanding that Israel cease all practices and actions that
violate the human rights of the Palestinian people or the character, status and
demographic composition of the OPT (A/HRC/RES/34/30); and demanding that
Israel immediately cease and reverse all settlement activities and requesting the
High Commissioner to investigate the implications of settlements on the civil,
political, economic, social and cultural rights of the Palestinian people
{A/HRC/RES/34/31). '

12. Pursuant to its resolution 31/36, the HRC had requested OHCHR to produce a
database of all business enterprises involved in the activities detailed in the report of
the independent international fact-finding mission (A/MHRC/22/63, para. 86)
concerning the Israeli settlements in the OPT, to be updated annually, and to
transmit the data therein in the form of a report to the Council at its thirty-fourth
session. At its organizational meeting on 13 February, the HRC decided, for one
time only, to defer its consideration of this report to the end of December 2017.

13. During its annual field visit to the region in July 2017, to gather information
for the annual report to the General Assembly, the Special Committee to Investigate
Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian People and Other
Arabs of the Occupied Territories observed that the Israeli authorities continued
- with policies and practices that negatively impact the human rights situation in the
OPT.

General Assembly, Security Council and Ecoromic and Social relating 1o the Question of
Palestine”. ’
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United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization

14, On 2 May, the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCO) adopted resolution 201 EX/PX/DR.30.1 “Occupied Palestine” reaffirming the
importance of the Old City of Jerusalem and the sacred sites in Bethlehemn and Hebron for
all three monotheistic religions and deploring the refusal by Israel, the occupying power, to
cease any actions changing the nature of the occupied areas. On 7 July
(WHC/17/41.COM/18), the UNESCO World Heritage Committee inscribed the Old Town

‘of Hebron — site of the Cave of the Patriarchs / Thrahimi Mosque, sacred to Jews and

Muslims — into the World Heritage List and stated that “the property is faced with serious
threats which could have deleterious effects on its inherent characteristics and for which an
immediate action by the World Heritage Committee is needed”.

Restrictions en Non-governmental Organisations and peace activists

15, On 3 March, UN Special Rapporteur oni the sifuation of human rights In the
Palestinian territories occupied since 1967, Michaet Lynk, and the UN Special Rapporteur
on human rights defenders, Michel Forst, expressed deep concem about the escalating
restrictions the Israeli Government was placing on humar rights defenders in the OPT and
called on Israel to observe its abligations under international law to protect human rights
defenders and promote their work.

Intra-Palestinian reconciliation

t6.  The orgoing Palestinian political divide continued to be an impediment towards the
fuifilment of Palestinian national aspirations. On 16 March, Hamas announced the
formation of an administrative committee to manage Gaza, a de facto parailel government.
On 3 May, the movement unveifed its new charter that, while falling short of recognising
Tsrael, accepted for the first time the idea of a Palestinian state within the 1967 borders.

[7. Since April, the Palestinian Govemment has reduced the payments to nearly 60,000
public sector employees in the Gaza Strip, and in May also reduced payment for electricity
supplied to the enclave by Israel, arguing that Hamas, as the receiver of taxes in Gaza,
should pay for such services.

18. Municipal elections were held in the West Bank, excluding East Jerusalem, on 13
May. A boycott by Hamas, in addition to Islamic Jihad and PFLP, elections in the Gaza
Strip. According to the Central Flection Commission, Fatah mainiained a majority of the
3,253 local council seats (1,260 by acclamation, 429 in contest). Independent candidates
won 1,204 seats (195 by acclamation, 1,009 in contest). Other parties and lists gained the
remaining 360 seats.

15.  Prospects of reconciliation between Hamas and Fatah remain fow. Both continue to
issue calls for a unified government and open elections, including for the Palestinian
parliament and Presidency, throughout the OPT, but have not been able fo agree on
modalities. A number of reconciliation meetings and efforts by third parties — inciuding by
Egypt, Qatar and Russia — have not yielded any measurable progress.
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Security

20. The reporting period was marked by continuing tensiops, military incursions and
raids by the Israeli occupying forces and clashes with Palestinian youth and protesters in
many parts of West Bank, including East Jerusalem, on an almost datly basis. Settler
viclence against the Palestinian civilian people also continued. During the reporting period,
a total of 52 Palestinians, of whom 4 women and 10 children, and § Israelis, of whom 3
women and 1 child, were killed in conflict-related violence and many more injured (ref.
graphs 1 and 2).

Number of Israelis and Palestinians killed
“during the reporting period
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Graph 1: Number of Israelis and Palestinians killed during the reporting period (*until 14 August; source: OCHA)
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during the reporting period
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Graph 2: Number of Israelis and Palestinians injured during the reporting period (*until "14 August; source:

OCHA)
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Jerusalem

231, Israedl occupying forces in East Jerusalem: have at times increased resirictions on
rmovement and access to the holy sites, fomenting discontent, resistance and even violent
actions. In July, an attack on Israeli security officers by Israeli Arab citizens at Al-Haram
al-Sharif, and the subsequent change of the historic status quo at the holy site resulted in a
crisis that also involved Jordan, custodian of the Muslim and Christian holy sites in the
City, and the Islamic Wagf. Intemnational efforts helped solve the crisis and the Israeli
Government agreed to revert to the original secuwrity procedures at the compound. In
confrontations during this crisis, 14 people were killed (6 Palestinians, 6 Israelis and 2
Jordanians) and over a thousand injured, the vast majority of them Palestinians. In the
course of this crisis, Palestinian President Abbas on 21 July suspended contacts of the State
of Palestine with Israel or ali levels, including security coordination.

22,  According to the Israeli Ministry of the Interior, since the beginning of the
occupation in 1967 until the end of 2016, Israel revoked the residency status of at least
14,595 Palestinians from East Jerusalem. The discriminatory systerm pushes many
Palestinians to leave in what amounts to forcible transfers, a serious violation of
mternational law, which could amount to a war crime under the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court.

Gaza

23.  The Israeli blockade imposed on Gaza since 2007, in breach of international law,
confinaed into its tenth year. As the occupying power?, Israel has obligations to the civilian
population, in particular to facilitate rapid and unimpeded passage of humanitarian relief.
Despite warnings 1ssued for years, including by the UN Country Team, Gaza has continued
o its trajectory of socio-economic de-development. Ongoing humanitarian assistance and
international service delivery, especially through the services of United Nations Relief and
Works Agency for Patestine Refugees in the Near East {UNRWA), are partially mitigating
the impact, but cannot stop the downward spiral that would make Gaza uninhabitable by
humans by 2020, as estimated by experts.

24.  Israel also continues fo enforce access restrictions in unilaterally-determined wide
“buffer areas” inside the enclave along Gaza’s perimeter areas and to severely restrict
access to the sea by Palestinian fishermen, routinely harassing and firing at fishermen,
endangering lives and impairing their livelihcods.

25.  Agricultural land damaged in the 2014 conflict ts years away from yielding a harvest
comparable to pre-conflict levels. Most of the damaged businesses have been unable to
fully resume operations. Over one million Palestinians in Gaza are moderately-to-severely
food insecure, despite many of them already receiving food assistance or other forms of
social transfers.

2 See ICT 2004 Advisory Opinion on the Wall, para.101, Security Council (SC) resolutions {e.g.
186G (2009) and 2334 (2016)), General Assembly (GA) resofutions {e.g. 62/181, 63/98); Human
Rights Counecil resolutions (e.g. 10/18); Secretary-General’s reports (e.g. A/HRC/34/38, para. 9
with references); claims by Tsrael that its disengagement from Gaza in 2005 amounted to the end
of Gaza’s occupation were rejected on the basis that the control that Tsrael retained on Gaza’s air
space, sea spaceé and external borders continuously amounted to effective control {(see Repart of
the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories occupicd
since 1967, A/61/470, para. 7.)
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26. The Gazan economy remains stagnant, and the poverty level stands at about 40 per
cent. Over 42 per cent of Gazans are unemployed, Especially hard hit are the youth; as of
end-2016 60.3 per cent of 20-24 year olds and 52.1 per cent of 25-29 year olds were ouf of
work, an increase of 10 and 14 per cent, respectively, over the previous ten years. In the
last ten years, unemployment among women alieost doubled, to 64.4 per cent, making
women’s labour force participation in Gaza amongst the lowest in the world. In the
meantime the ability of Palestivians to move in and out of Gaza remains an Important
lifeline for their [iving conditions.

27.  Youth in the Gaza Sirip — 43 per cent of the population is below the age of 15 — face
many challenges. They face secial, cultural and economic marginalization and isolation. In
exchange for protection or a shelter for them and their families, some youth drop out of
schoot to work low-skilled jobs, leave their jobs, or marry at an early age.

28.  Recent months have seen a significant decline in energy supply, including due to the
‘continuing impasse between the Palestinian Government and Hamas. As the Government
- stopped walving taxes on fuel for the Gaza Power Plant (GPP), and the de facto authorities
- refused o purchase the taxed fuel, the operation of the power plant came to a halt in April.

As a result, Gaza’s energy supply was reduced to only 120 MW and daily blackouts

reached 20 hours per day.

Gaza Electricity Supply and Demand
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Graph 3: Gaza Electricity Supply and Demand (source: OCHA}
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29. Bythe end 0of 2017, Gaza’s only water source will be depleted, and irreversibly so by

2020, unless immediate remedial action is taken. Access to safe drinking water in Gaza

through the public water network plummeted from 98.3 per cent in 2000 to a mere 10.5 per
cent in 2014, compared to almost 97 per cent in the West Bank. Pzlestinians in Gaza are
forced to rely, and pay for, water from water tanks, containers and bottled water.

Indicator 2012 2017 2026 (projection)
Share of aquifer water 10% 20% 0%

Year when aquifer may | 2016 2017 Aquifer will be
become unusable irreversibly damaged
Amount of untreated 90,000 em/ day 100,000-108,000 cm/ 120,000 em/ day

or partially treated day

waste water pumped in

the ocean

Table I Water and Sanitation in Gaza (source: OCHA)

Settlements

30. During the reporting period, there was an alarming increase in settlement
construction by Israel in the OPT in violation of the Fourth Geneva Convention and, most
recently, Security Council reselution 2234 (2016).

31.  On 25 November, the occupying authorities decided to advance plans for 500 new
settlement units in the illegal settlement of Ramat Shlomo, further encroaching into the
East Jerusalem neighbourhood of Beit Hantna.

32, InJanuary, two major announcements were made for a total of 5,500 settlement units
in several settlements in “Area C” of the occupied West Bank. On 1 February, the
occupying Power announced its intention to establish a new settlement to house the
residents of the illegal Amona outpost, following the demolition of the latter on 2 February
by order of the Israelt High Court of Justice. Construction in at Jeast four East Jerusalem
settlements was enabled by the granting of building permits for over 900 units.

33. On 6 February, the Isracli Knesset passed a law (the so-called “Regularization Bili™)
that would retroactively “legalize” Israeli settlements on privately-owned Palestinian kand.
The bill was roundly condemned by the international community; Israeli and Palestinian
NGOs have since appealed it in the Israeli Supreme Court.

" 34, Spring 2017 saw a further substantial increase in settlement-related announcements,

with plans for nearly 4,000 setflement units advanced and 2,000 tenders issued. Plans for
some 3,200 units were also advanced through the various stages of the planning process in
22 settlements in Area C of the occupied West Bank, including over 2,800 housing units..
In East Jerusalem 770 units reached the final approval stage, and building permits for over
360 more units were granted by the occupying authorities.

35.  In July, plans were advanced for over 2,300 settlement units in East Jerusalem — 30
per cent more than were advanced during all of 2016. This includes plans for some 1,600
units expanding a ring of settlements north of East Jerusalem, as well as other plans that
may involve demolition of Palestinian houses. In addition to the confiscation of
Palestinian land and properties as a result of such settlement activities, the construction of
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all of the above-mentioned settlement units will entail the transfer of tens of thousands
mare Israeli settlers to the OPT, in grave breach of the Fourth Geneva Convention..

- 36, On 25 July, Israeli settlers seized an apartment in a building located in the H2 area of
Hebron city, in viclation of a Tsraeli order declaring part of the building as a closed
military area pending a three year old challenge by a Palestinian family to the settlers’
ownership claims. A Palestinian family of 16, half of them children, residing in another
apartment of the same building, reported access restrictions and intimidation since the
takeover.

37. There are currently at least 370,000 Israelis living in some 130 settlements in “Area
C”, including at least 85,000 settiers deep in the West Bank. Combined with some 200,000
in East Jerusalem this brings the total Israeli settler population in the OPT to at least
570,080,

Demolitions and displacement

38. No progress was noted during the reporting period on retum to homes and property -

of Palestine refugees. Meanwhile, the demalition of Palestinian homes and structures
escalated, with most destroyed under the pretext that they were built without Israeji-issued
permits, and continued to exacerbate Palestinjan civilian displacement, including among
the Bedouin community {ref. graphs 3 and 5). ' )

Palestinian-owned structures
demolished

160
140
120
100

Graph 4: Demeolitions of Palestinian structures during the reporting period {*until 14 August; source: OCHA)
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Graph 5: Number of Palestinians displaced throwgh demolitions during the reporting period (*until 14 Auvgusl;
source OCHA) '

39.  As noted by the Quartet, 70 per cent of “Area C” has been unilaterally taken for
exclusive Israeli use, mostly through inclusion in the boundaries of local and regional
settlement councils or designations of “state land”. Nearty all of the remaining 30 percent
of “Area C”, much of which is private Palestinian property, is effectively off-limits for
Palestinian development because it requires permits from the Israeli occupying authorities
that are almost never granted. The process of designating additional “state fand” in “Area
C”, which potentially impacts any land that cannot clearly be established as Palestinian
private property, is ongoing, causing high imsecurity to hundreds of Palestinian families
and threatening ther with forced displacement.

Restriction of Movement

40.  Israel continued to maintain security barriers restricting Palestinian movement in
“Area C” and other areas of the West Bank besides around the Gaza Strip, resulting in
physical fragmentation of the Palestinian territory and separation and isolation of
Palestinian communities. During the reporting period, increased restrictions were imposed
affecting the access of farmers to their agricultural land isolated by the Wall built by Israel
since 2002, 88 per cent of which is inside the OPT. In East Jerusalem, the Wall physically
separates Palestinian comumunities onto either side of what was previously only a
Jurisdictional division. In May, Israeli occupying forces added new measures to the already
severe limitations on Palestinian movement in Hebron, a city that is segregated into areas
Palestinians are forbidden to enter and areas where they are permitted to reside.

41.  The construction of Israeli-only transportation corridors, or bypass roads, in the
occupled West Bank points to a steady effort towards annexation of these areas. In the
absence of measures to ease freedom of movement of Palestinians in the cccupied West
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Bank to Isracl and the Gaza Strip, the location of the corridars continued to be clearly
aimed at facilitating and supporting seftlers’ presence in the West Bank.

Palestinian prisoners

42, According to the Israeli Prison Service, as of May 2017 a total of 6,020 Palestinians
were held in Ysraeli prisons, 475 of them under administrative detention. Palestinian
detainees are Jailed inside Jsrael, in contravention of international law that stipulates that
they be held within the occupied territory, in tumn leading to restrictions on family visits.

43, On 17 April 2017, 1,500 Palestinian prisoners held by Israel launched an open-
ended mass hunger strike fo press for basic rights and draw atiention to the difficult
humanitarian conditions -endured by Palestinian prisoners and detainees. Following
international pressure and assurances from Israel, the strike ended on 27 May with an
agreement between Palestinian prisoners and Israeli authorities.

44. The United Nations has also documented a growing use of administrative
detention by Palestinian security forces in the West Bank and arbitrary detention by
Hamas against perceived political opponents, including members of Fatah and
former personnel of the Palestinian Authority in Gaza. The Office has also
consistently received and documented reliable allegations of torture and. ill-
treatment of Palestinian detainees in the West Bank and in Gaza, including cases
that led to death.

Socio-economic situation -

45, As of early 2017, one in two Palestinians i the OPT was in need of humanitarian
assistance, according to QCHA. All 4.8 million Palestimians in the OPT, inciuding Bast
Jerusalem, are now affected by protection risks, including 350,000 Palestinians living in 67
‘West Bank communities vulnerable to settler violence,

46.  On 22 Febroary, the Palestintan Government Jaunched the National Policy Agenda
for 2017-2022, with the top priority of “Ending the Occupation”. Aligned with the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development, the agenda has three piilars: path fo independence,
Government reform and sustainable development and identifies 29 national policies. The
UN Development Assistance Framework for the State of Palestine aims o support these
national development priorities.

47.  lIsrael, as the occupying Power, controls all shared surface and ground water
resources, leaving only 15 per cent for Palestinlan use. In January both sides agreed to
renew the activity of the Isracli-Palestinian Joint Water Committee to improve water
infrastructure and supply in the occupied West Bank and Gaza.

48.  The protracted occupation has significantly undermined agriculture in Palestine, as
both horizontal and vertical expansion of the agriculture sector has been restricted for
decades. In addition to constraints on water use due to access restrictions, land resources in
“Area C” are underutilized. Irrigating the unexpioited area as well as accessing additional
range and forest [and could deliver an additional USD 704 mulion in value-added to the
Palestinian economy, equivalent to 7 per cent of GDP.

49.  According to OCHA, the Wall has had a significant impact on agricultural
productivity in the West Bank, with some farmers having been separated from their ands

i1
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on the ‘other’ side of the Wall. For example, the yield of olive frees in the area between the
Wall and the Green Line has been reduced by approximately 65 per cent in comparison
with equivalent trees in areas accessible all vear round.
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Chapter 111

Mandate of the Committce

50. The Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People
was established by the General Assembly by resolution 3376 (XXX} of 10 November
1975, with, the task of recommending a programme designed to enable the Palestinian
people to exercise their inalienable rights to self~determination, national independence and

sovereignty, and retun to their homes and property from which they had been displaced, as

recognized in the Assembly resolution 3236 (XXIX) of 22 November 1974, The mandate
of the Committee has considerably evolved over the vears into greater advocacy for the
inalienable Palestinian rights and mebilisation of assistance. Further information about the
Commiftee is available on the website maintained by the Division for Palestinian Rights of
the Secretariat at http://unispal.un.org/unispal.nscom. him.

51. Most recently, on 30 November 2016, the General Assembly renewed the mandate of
the Committee (resolution 71/20), requested the Secretary-General to continue to provide
the Division for Palestinian Rights with the necessary resources to carry out its programme
of work (resclution 71/21) and requested the comtinuation of the special information
programme on the question of Palestine of the Department of Public Information of the
Secretariat (resolution 71/22). The Assembly also adopted resolution 71/23, entitled
“Peaceful setilement of the question of Palestine”, reaffirming the comprehensive anrd
near-consensus international position regarding the components of 2 just and lasting
solution.

52. The Committee’s work is fully aligned with the decisions of the main United
Nations inter-govermmental bodies such as the Security Council, General Assembly,
Economic and Social Council, as well as the work of the Secretary-General and
United Nations system, tncluding the Specialized Programmes, Agencies and Funds,
with whom it collaborates extensively.

13
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Chapter IV

14

Organization of work
Membership and officers

53. The Committee is composed of 26 Member States, representing different regional
groups and supporiing the international consensus for a two-State solution: Afghanistan,
Belarus, Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Cuba, Cyprus, Ecuador, Guinea, Guyana, India,
Indonesia, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mali, Malta,
Namibta, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Pakistan, Senegal, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Tunisia,
Turkey, Ukraine and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of).

54. The 24 observers at the Committee meetings are: Algeria, Bangladesh, Buigaria,
China, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Mauritania, Morocco, Niger, Qatar,
Saudi Arabia, Sri Lanka, the Syrian Arab Republic, the United Arab Emirates, Viet Nam
and Yemen, as well as the State of Palestine, the Afirican Union, the League of Arab States
{L.AS) and the Organization of Islamic Cooperation {OIC).

55.  The day-to-day tasks of the Committee are undertaken by its Bureau, At its 381st
meeting, on 16 February 2017, the Committee elected Fodé Seck (Sernegal) as Chair, and
Mahmoud Saikal (Afghanistan), Ms. Anayansi Rodriguez Camejo (Cuba), Dian Triansyah
Djani (Indonesia), Neviile Melvin Gertze (Namibia) and Marfa Rubiales de Chamorro
{Nicaragua) as Vice-Chairs, and Carmelo Inguanez (Malta) as Rapporteur, The State of
Palestine participates in the Bureau’s work as an observer.

56. The current composition of the Security Council includes, as elected membcrs; four
members and observers of the Committee — Bolivia, Egypt, Senegal and Ukraine.

Participation in the work of the Committee

57. As in previous years, the Committee reconfirmed that all UN Member States and
observers wishing fo participate in its work were welcome to do so. In accordance with
established practice, the State of Palestine participated in the work of the Committee as an
observer, attended all of its meetings and made briefings, observations and proposals for
consideration by the Committee and its Bureau. All efforts were made by the Working
Group of the Committee to guarantee participation of civil society organizations,
including Israeli pro-peace actors.
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Chapter V

Action taken by the Committee

Action taken in accordance with General Assembly reselution 71/20

Action taken in the Securify Council

58. During the open debates at the Security Council held on 19 October, 17 January, 20
April and 25 July, the Committes delivered statements highlighting the situation and
calling vpon the Security Council to take appropriate actions to address ongoing violations
and to uphold its responsibilities to contribute to a peaceful settlement of the conflict (see
S/PV.7792; S/PV.7863; S/PV.7929; S/PV.8011 [Resumption 1]).

Action taken by the Bureau of the Committee

59. The Members of the Bureau represented the Committee at all international

conferences organized according to the programme of work. On the margins of these

events, the Committee delegation met with senior officials from the respective host
countries. In particular, in Managua the Committee delegation met with the Minister of
Foreign Affairs of Nicaragua and parliamentarians. In Mexico City, the Committee
delegation held consultations with high-ranking officials of the Minisiry of Foreign Affairs
of Mexico and parliamentarians. In Baku, the Committee delegation met with the high-
ranking officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Azerbaijan.

60. On 2 November, the Bureau held its second annual refreat to review the work of the
Committee. Issues discussed included the 2017 Committee Programme of Work, goals and
organisation of international events of the Committee, and ideas for better outreach to and
engagement with Member States and civil scciety.

61. On 22 March 2017, the Bureau met with the new Secretary-General Antdnio
Guterres to familiarize him with the work of the Commiitee and to ensure his continuing
support. The Bureau conveyed the sense of urgency among Members States regarding
the implementation of the two-State solution on the basis of the pre-1967 borders in
the face of the continuing Israeli occupation and the deteriorating human rights and
humanitarian situation, the spike in settlement activities and the one-State reality
emerging. The alleviation of the suffering of the Palestinian people and realization
of their inalienable rights continues to be perceived as a litmus test of the credibility
of the Organisation. In particular, the Bureau requested the Secretary-General to
make full use of one of the main tools currently at his disposal — his quarterly
reports on the implementation of Security Ceuncil resolution 2334 (2016).

62. On 18 May, the Committee conveyed its position on the quarterly report by the
Secretary-General on implementation of resolution 2334 (2016) via an official letter
to the Secretary-General, namely that the report should be substantive, in writing,
and clearly indicate whether or not relevant parties are in compliance with the
provisions of the resolution.

63. The Chair of the Committee delivered a statement at the meeting of the
Council of Foreign Ministers of the OIC, held in Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire, on 10 and
11 July.
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Action taken by the Committee and the Division for Palestinian
Rights in accordance with General Assembly resolutions 71/20 and
71721

Committee meetings at Headquartérs

64. During the reporting period, the Committee held six formal meetings at UN
Headquarters in New York, in addition to the eight informal ineetings of its Bureau and
meetings of its Working Group. At its 378th meeting on 3 October, the Committee adopted
its annual report. At its 379th meeting on |5 November, the Committee approved for
submission to the General Assembly the four draft resolutions entitied “Committee on the
Exercise of the Inalienable Rights of the Palestinian People”, “Division for Palestinian
Rights of the Secretariat”, “Special information programme on the question of Palestine of
the Department of Public Information of the Secretariat”, and “Peaceful seftlement of the
question of Palestine”. The 380th special meeting on 29 November marked the observance
of the International Day of Sclidarity with the Palestinian People. At its 381sl meeting on
17 February, attended by the Chef de Cabinet of the UN Secretary-General, the Committee
re-elected its Chair, Vice-Chairs and Rapporteur and adopted its annual programme of
work. At its 382nd meeting on 17 May, the Committee focused on reports of its
international conferences held and adopted the programme of upcoming international
conferences. At its 383rd meeting on 8§ August, the Committee recetved reports on its most
recent international meetings.

65, On 17 March, the Commitiee organized a public event at.UN Headquarters in New
York “In Conversation with Dr. Hanan Ashrawi”, Member of the Executive Committee of
the PLO, on the margins of the 61st Session of the Commission on the Status of Women.

66. To mark Palestinian Prisoners Day, on {8 April, the Committee, in cooperation with
the Permanent Observer Mission of the State of Palestine to the United Nations, organised
the screening of the film “Ghost Hunting”'.

67. These public events, and others organized by the Committee’s Working Group
(section 4), were attended by representatives of Governments, intergovernmental
organtzations and UN system entities, as well as parliamentarians and representatives of
civil society and the media.

Programme of international meetings and conferences

68. During' the reporting period the following international events were held under the
auspices of the Committee:

(a)  United Nations Roundtable on the Question of Palestine entitled “Building
Bridges with Pdalestinian Diaspora in Central America”, Managua, 4 February, and
Committee Delegation Visit to Mexico City, 7 February '

69. The Roundtable convened in Managua, building on the outcome of the 2106
Palestinian  diaspora convention in Bethlehem, facilitated the interaction between
Palestinians in the OPT and the diaspora, the latter coming from ten countries in Central
and South America. Participants discussed how to strengthen international advocacy to end
the Israeli cccupation and promote socioeconomic development in Palestine. The
Roundtable adopted the “Managua Declaration” committing participants and their
organisations to strengthen cooperation between different diaspora communities, with the -
ajim to establish a regional bloc in Central America, to attend upcoming meetings at UN
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Headguarters in June and in Santiago de Chile in October 2017, and 1o intensify visits to
Palestine.

70.  After the Roundtable, the Commitiee delegation visited Mexico City for meetings
with high-level officials of the Foreign Ministry and the Chairs of two Foreign Affairs
Commuissions of the Senate, as well as the President of the Mexico-Palestine Friendship
Group in the Chamber of Deputies. The Permanent Representative of Nicaragua and the
Permanent Observer of Palestine also gave a presentation to students, policymakers and
diplomats at the Diplomatic Academy.

{b) United Nations Capacity Building Workshop on Sustainable Development
Goals for Staff of the State of Palestine entitled “Partnerships for Empowering a Future
State of Palestine: Sustainable Development Goal 17 and South-South and Triangular
Cooperation”, Beirut, 27 and 28 April 2017

71. The Workshop was jointly organised with the United Nations Economic and Socjal
Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA) for mid-level Palestinian civil servants engaged
in the implementation of the SD@Gs. It aimed to establish & common understanding of the
practice of South-South and Triangular Cooperation as an important medality for attaining
the SDGs in Palestine and explained practical tools and methods to comprehend the
inherent challenges and opportunities. The Workshop built in part on the Committee’s
2016 Seminar on Assistance to the Palestinian People “dgenda 2030. Paving the Way
Towards a Peaceful, Independent, and Susiainable Stale of Palestine” znd took into
account other capacity-building initiatives of the United Nations Country Team (UNCT) in
Palestine.

{c) United Nations Forum to Mark Fifty Years of Occupation, entitled “Ending
the Occupation: The Path to Independence, Justice and Peace for Palestine” and “Ending
the Occupation: Creafing the Space for Human Rights, Development and o Just Peace”,
UN Headquarters New York, 29 and 30 June

72, The Forum consisted of two day-long events, the first focused on diplomatic and
political aspects and the second on civil society advocacy strategies and recommendations.

73.  The first day brought together international experts, representatives of the diplomatic
commumnity, civil society, including Palestinians and Israelis, as well as academics and
students of diverse backgrounds and views. A series of moderated interactive panels
underscored the importance of ending the occupation as an antecedent step towards a
peaceful resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Participants noted that,
notwithstanding the costs to Israel, given its cwrrent prosperity and growing international
refations, including within the Group of 77 and China, Isfael is not incentivized to end the
oceupation and act in favor of a two-state solution. Participants stressed the need for the
international community to insist. on ensuring accountability and enforcement of
international law, including relevant UN resolutions, including resolution 2334 (2016).
While experts recognized that a peaceful and lasting solution was not imminent, they
nevertheless stressed the importance of multilateral peace efforts and working
constructively with civil society partners towards an eventual two-state solution.

74. Participants in the second day included representatives of leading Palestinian, Israeli
and international human rights organizations, conflict prevention and diplomatic advisory
groups, women’s and youth groups, political parties, churches, the Jewish community in
the United States and the Palestinian diaspora, including in the United States and Chile.
With a focus on field perspectives, use of alternative frameworks for analysis, policy

recommendations to ensure accountability and pave the way for a just and lasting peace, in
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addition to concerns expressed about the shrinking space for civil society, in the absence of
political will, a common thread in the discussions was the call by and on civil society to
make a difference through its own actions while continuing to pressure govemments to
take measures to ensure respect for international law and UN resolutions.

{d} Intemational Conference on the Question of Jerusalem entitled “Jerusalem and
the international community; providing political and econoniic support” jointly organized
with the OIC, Baku, 20 and 21 July

75.  The Conference aimed to present ideas and proposals about how the international
commnunity, especially OIC Member States, could provide concrete support to the
Palestinian popufation in Jerusalem, with a focus on education and training for fostering
resilience, and on economic recovery and development.

76.  Against the backdrop of tensions and confrontations at Al-Agsa Mosque, participants
warped that a continued viclation of the historic status quo on Al-Haram al-Sharif risked
inflarng religious sensitivities and shifting the Israeli-Palestinian/Arab conflict from a
political to a religious one. In order to address the deteriorating socio-economic situation of
the Palestinian population in East Jerusalem, the Conference called for an increase in
outside support — e.g. via direct investment in tourism and education infrastructure,
provision of education and capacity building opportunities abroad, and permission for Arab
Christians and Musiims to go on pilgrimage to East ferusalem while under occupation.

77. The Conference ended with the issnance of a communiqué on behalf of the
organisers — the Committee and the QIC — strongly condemning the closure of Al-Agsa
Mosque and called upon the international community to reaffirm respect for the historic
stafus quo and to compel Isracel to rescind all measures viclating it.

Cooperation with intergovernmental and regional organizations

78. Throughout the wear, the Committee continued its cooperation with
intergovernmental organizations. The Committee is appreciative of the active participation
of their representatives in the various international events held under its auspices and co-
sponsorship provided by the OIC to organize the International Conference on the Question
of Jerusalem. The African Union, LAS, and OIC, as Observers to the Commitiee, regularly
attend the meetings of the Committee and its Working Group as well as participate in their
work.

79.  On 10-11 July 2017, a Committee Delegation attended the 44th Session of the OIC
Council of Foreign Ministers in Abidjan.

Cooperation with civil society

80. In October 2016, the Committee’s Working Group adopted a new strategy with the
overarching objective of promoting the realization of the inalienable rights of the
Palestinian people through strengthened cooperation with civil society.

81. In accordance with its new strategy, the Working Group of the Committee, chaired
by the Deputy Permanent Representative of Malta, supported action by civil society
organizations promoting the rights of Palestinians and a just peace through events at UN




Af72/35

headquarters in New York, which all Member and Observer States were invited to attend,
including:

{a) Briefing by Al ¥laq, Amnesty International and Human Righis Watch on
issues related to the human rights situation In the OPT, 18 October 2016;.

(b} Address by Suhad Babsa, Executive Director of Fust Vision, at the Special
Meeting of the Committee held in observance of the International Day of Solidarity with
the Palestinian People, 29 November 2016;

{c) Conversation with Palestinian political leader Hanan Ashrawi, on 17 March
2017. The event was heid on the margins of the 61st session of the Commission on the
Status of Women; :

{d) Civil society forum entitied “Ending the Occupation: Creating the Space for
Human Rights, Development and a Just Peace” as part of a two-day event to mark fifty
years of occupation at UN headguarters in New York, 30 June 201 7.

82.  Support to Palestinian and other civil society organizations was further provided by
inviting civil society representatives based in the OPT and Israel to attend the Forum on 29
and 3¢ June. In addition, the Working Group facilitated speaking engagements by eivil
society representatives at other events, including a presentation by Nur Arafeh, Policy
Feliow with Al Shabaka-Palestinian Policy Network, in Madrid at a summer course
entitled “Palestine: Half a Century of Cocupation — A Legal, Political and Human
Approach” on 3-7 July 2017.

83. To expand its network of civil society partners, the Committee continued fo reach
out to Palestinian, Israeli and other erganizations through its Working Group and the
Division for Palestinian Rights. Civil society representatives were invited fo participate in
ali public international meetings organized under the Committee’s auspices. Additional
organizations and parliamentarians were involved in the work of Committee through
activities in Nicaragua and Mexico; liaison with UN fieid offices and NGO focal points at
UN headquarters; participation in conferences and meetings organized by civil society in
New York and Washington, D.C., informal consultations and desk research.

84.  During the reporting period, new civil society partnerships to mobilize international
support for and assistance to the Palestinian people were developed with Palestinian
diaspora communities in Latin America, Canada and the United States.

85. The Division for Palestinian Rights continued to maintain a webpage on civil
society and the question of Palestine, supporting outreach to civil society
organizations, increasing their awareness of Committee activities and fostering
cooperation. The weekly online bulletin NGO Action News kept the Committee’s
Working Group updated on civil society action on the question of Patestine.
Through its dissemination among approximately 900 civil society organizations
from around the world, the publication supports efforts to exchange information,
build afliances and coordinate civil society initiatives to promote the realization of
the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, achieve an end to the occupation and
advance a just and Jasting peace. "
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Parliaments and inter-parliamentary organizations, and local governments

86. The Committee continued to attach greal importance to developing its liaison
with national and regional parliaments and their organizations. Representatives of
parliaments and inter-parliamentary organizations participated in international
events crganized by the Committee during the reporting period. Among others,
members of the Palesiinian Legislative Council, Parliamentary Assembly of the
Mediterranean and the Israeli Knesset participated in international meetings held
under the auspices of the Commitiee. The Committee delegation held meetings with
parliamentarians in MNicaragua and Mexico.

5. Research, monitoring and publications

87. The Division for Palestinian Rights carried out research and monitoring activities
and responded to requests for information and briefings on the question of Palestine. Under
the guidance of the Committee, the Division prepared these publications for dissemination:

() DMonthly bulletin on action taken by the UN system and intergovernmental
organizations relevant to the question of Palestine;

(b)  Reports of international meetings and conferences organized under the
auspices of the Committee;

(c) Special bulletin and information notes on the observance of the International
Day of Solidarity with the Palestiruan People;

(d) Annual compilation of resolutions and decisions of the General Assembly,
Security Council and the Economic and Social Council relating to the question of
Palestine; ' '

(e) Periodic reviews of developments related o the Middle East peace process.

6.  UN Information System on the Question of Palestine

88. The Division for Palestinian Rights, in cooperation with relevant services of the UN
Secretariat, continued to administer, maintain, expand and upgrade the UN Information
Systern on the Question of Palestine (LUNISPAL) to heighten international awareness of the
Question of Palestine as' well as international support for the rights of the Palestinian
people and a just, peaceful solution through the work of the Committee. The Division also
maintained its Facebook, Twitter and YouTube pages to disseminate information about the
work on the question of Palestine by the Committee, and the UN as a whole.

7. Capacity-building programme for staff of the Government of the State of
Palestine

89. As mandated by General Assembly resclutions, including 71/20 of 30 November
2016, and part of its ongoing efforts to further expand the capacity-building programme for
staff of the Palestinian Government aimed at supporting the Government of the State of
Palestine in enhancing the viability and sustainability of the future independent State
of Palestine, the Division for Palestinian Rights organised and administered a number of
capacity-building initiatives in consultation with the Permanent Observer Mission of the
State of Palestine to the UN in New York. This included mobilizing international and
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regional support and resources, including within the framework of South-South and
triangular cooperation, for national efforts with respect to the implementation of the
2030 Agenda on- Sustainable Development that pledges to “leave no one behind”.

90. In October and November, the Division organized the annual training programme for
staff of the Government of the State of Palestine in New York and Geneva, respectively.
These training programmes allow Palestinian staff to familiarize themseives with various
aspects of the multilateral work of the Secretariat and other UN organs and bodies,
including the General Assembly, the Security Council and the Economic and Social
Council, as well as the UN Office in Geneva. Also, in November, the Division crganized,
together with the UNESCO Water Institute-JHE (UWIL-THE), a four-day training course on
“Water Conflict Managememnt™ for Palestinian civil servants in Ramallah, designed for
water mapagers, decision-makers and others involved in integrated water resources
mangagement and negotiation. In the same month, the Committee funded the participation of
Palestinian staff in an online course “Imtroduction to Water Diplomacy™ by the United
Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR), to enhance their ability to assess,
prevent, and respond to fensions arising from situations of water scarcity and
mismanagement. In March 2017, the Committee funded another online course, on “Climate
Change Diplomacy: Negotiating Effectively under the UNFCC” also through UNITAR,
enhancing the understanding of the climate change policy framework by building an
appreciation of the science, causes and impacts of climate change and the history of
the policy-making process. Lastly, in April, the Division organized the UN Warkshop on
Sustainable Development Goals entitled “Partnerships for Empowering o Fulure State of
Palestine:  Sustainable Development Goal 17 and Sowth-South  and  Triangular
Cooperation™ in Beirut.

91. The Committee paid special attention to expanding the pool of potential participants
o all offices and departiments of the Palestinian Government, and optimizing the use of
resources to allow the maximum number of participants possible. The Committee remains
of the view that in sclecting candidates for its capacity-building and training programme,
special consideration should be given to achieving gender balance; of the 41 Palestinian
individuals trained during the reporting petiod, 23 were men and 18 women.

International Day of Selidarity with the Palestinian People

92. The International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People was observed on 29
November 2016 at Headquarters in New York, the UN Office in Vienna, the UN Office at
Geneva, the UN Office at Nairobi and at UN Information Centres and other bodies in
many cities throughout the world. At Headquarters, the Comumittee held a special meeting
with the participation of the Deputy Secretary-General, the President of the General
Assembly and the President of the Security Council, and organized an exhibit entitled
"Palestinian Embroidery: Threads of Continuity, Identity and Exmpowerment”,

93. The Committee also facilitated a presentation by Randa Siniora, General Director of
the Women’s Center for Legal Aid and Counselling (WCLAC), and Ignacio Alvarez-
Ossorio, professor at the Department of Arab and Islamic Studies of Alicante University, at
the colloquium “Gemeral Overview of the Human Rights Situation in Palestine —
Perspectives from the International Community and Academia”, in Bogota, on 18
November, organized to mark the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian
People.
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Action taken by the Department of Public Information in
accordance with General Assembly resolution 71/22

94. During the reporting period, the Department of Public Information (DPI) continued to
implement its special information programme on the question of Palestine in accordance
with General Assembly resolution 71/22 of 30 November 2016,

95. The Department organized its annual training programme for Palestinian journalists,
from 7 November to § December, in which nine Palestinian media practitioners attended
meetings and discussions at UN Headguarters in New York and in Washington D.C., and
travelled to Doha, Qatar, to undergo a training course at Al Jazeera.

96. The Department continued to produce and disseminate news and information about
the range of issues and developments related to the question of Palestine and the Middle
Fast peace process on all its multimedia and multilingual platforms. All open
intergovernmental meetings on the subject were covered by UN TV, UN Photo and
webceast, and a total of 76 meetings coverage press releases produced, in both English and
French.

97. The muitilingual UN News, and the Arabic unit in particular, produced numerous
features on the issue, including a series of interviews with senior officials and policy-
makers. Also, UN News produced stories from the field, such as on the electricity and
water crisis in Gaza.

98. The Yearbook of the Uniled Nations reported regularly on relevant statements,
resolutions, events, and actions taken by the Committee on the Exercise of the Inalienable
Rights of the Palestinian People.

99, The DPI global network of United Nations Information Centres (UNICs) organized a
number of outreach activities, and translated and disseminated information materials on the
inalienable rights of the Palestinian People. For example, UNIC Tehran organized a
workshop on the UN Partition Plan for Palestine; UNIC New Delhi organized its second
International Utopia Model UN Conference raising awareness on the gquestion of Palestine
with youth; and UNIC Warsaw galvanized youth to join a panel discussion with the
visiting UNRWA Commissioner-General, Further activities and events were organized by

a number of UNICs in November 2016 to commemorate the Intermational Day of

Solidarity with the Palestinian People, including in Canberra, Dakar, Dar es Salaam,
Manama, Nairobi, New Delhi, and Tehran.
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Chapter Vil

Conclusions and recommendations of the Committee

100. In the fiftieth year of the Isracli occupation; the Committee urges the
international community to redouble its efforts aimed at achieving, without
delay, a negotiated peaceful settlement of the question of Palestine in all its
aspects through an end of the Israell occupation, the realization of the rights of the
Palestinian people, including to self-determination and independence, and
achievement of the two-state solutien in accordance with the relevant UN
resolutions.

101. In its continued support to revitalize peace efforts, the Committee aligns itself
with the view that the model of bilateral negotiations, which after over two decades
have not yielded the end of the Israeli occupation and the full independence of the
State of Palestine on the basis of the pre-1967 borders with East Jerusalem as its

capital, should be revised. The Committee weicomes serious steps taken by

international community toward presenting an expanded multilatera]l framework,
including key regional partners, with a view to reviving the peace process and a
credible political horizon.

102. As has consistently emerged during meetings of the General Assembly and the
Security Council, as well as the international meetings organized by the Committee,
any resolution of the conflict will remain central to peace and stability throughout
the volatile Middie East region and the world. As such the conflict clearly requires
a comprehensive regional solution that includes greater engagement with key Arab
States and other concerned States. The Arab Peace Initiative remains a significant
contribution to such a regional settlement. The Committee supports these efforts and
will continue its enhanced cooperation with the LAS as well as the QIC. The
Committee also welcomes the contributions of other states in the region and outside
the Middle East in exerting their influence to reach a peaceful sclution of the
guestion of Palestine. '

103. The Committee urges the Security Council, which has a primary responsibility
for maintaining peace and security under the Charter, and the General Assembly to
play a copstructive role in ensuring fullest accountability and implementation of
the jongstanding parameters for peace reiterated in the relevant UN resolutions
for resolving the conflict. Positive consideration should be given to all propesals
that endeavour to overcome the current impasse. In this regard, the Committee
welcomes the adoption of Security Council resolution 2334 (2016) which reaffirmed
the iliegality of Isracli settlements in the Palestinian territory occupied since 1967,
including Bast Jerusalem, and called for urgent steps to reverse negative trends on
the ground which are steadily ercding the two-State solution, thus generating a
unique momentam for peace which needs to be maintained. In the context of
paragraph 12 of the resolution, the Committee requests the Secretary-General to

present his third and subsequent reports to the Council on the implementation.

of the resolution’s provisions in a writien format and to propose practical ways
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and means to hold Israef accountable for its illegal settlement activities and
other violations.

104. The Committee acknowledges that intra-Palestinian relations are an obstacle
to progress towards an independent State of Palestine. Serious efforts are required to
overcome the mistrust between the parties, including through confidence-buitding

efforts and calls for demonstration of the courage and leadership that is required at -

this time. The Committee offers its services and support to local, regional and
international efforts, from any country and/or organisation, able to advance
this process,

105, Recalling the upcoming 70th amniversary of the expulsion of Palestine
refugees from their homeland in 1948, remembered as the “Nakba”
(catastrophe), the Commiitee emphasises the importance of acknowiedgment of this
event and its impact upon the Palestinian peaple, as a necessary requirement for a
viable and lasting peace between Israelis and Palestinians as well as future
reconciliation. It strongly advocates for the right to return [or compensation] of the
Palestine refugees, as provided for in paragraph 11 of General Assembly resolution
194 (IIf). ). The Committee further encourages all Member States to work
collectively to fully more sufficiently and predictably fund UNRWA as it 1s
confronted with an increased demand for services resulting from widespread
instability and socio-economic decline in all fields of operation and the deepening
poverty and vulnerability of the Palestine refugee population, particularly in the
(Gaza Strip, while facing severe shortfaifs in budget affecting the Agency’s capacity
to provide assistance and protection in accordance with its mandate,

186. The Committee reiterates that the intermational community must intensify its
efforts, uphold its moral and legal responsibility and demand an end to the ten-
year old Israeli air, land and sea blockade of Gaza and the lifting of all closures
within the framework of Security Council resolution 1860 {2009). It notes that, two
years after the devastating 2014 war, the reconstruction of Gaza has made some
important strides. However, clean water, sanitation and electricity still remain scarce
and the fact that over 65,600 persons remain displaced continues to cause
widespread suffering and greatly impact an already-dire humanitarian situation. The
Committee calls upon international donors to fulfil without delay all pledges in
order to expedite the provision of humanitarian assistance and the reconstruction
process, essential for alleviating the distress of Palestinians, including women and
children, and to support an urgent move from humanitarian assistance to
development.

107. Ultimately, to ensure respect for the rights of the Palestinian people, to prevent
a deterioration beyond breaking point, and to stop the build-destroy-rebuild cycle,
the Committee recommends shifting from a humanitarian to a political and
human rights framework, which would take into account the legal obligations of
all stakeholders, including in context of the (Gaza Strip. A Palestinian unity
government is also essential to take up governance and security functions in Gaza
and exercise control over the crassings.

108. The Committee reiterates that violations of humanitarian and human rights
law must be investigated, and that perpetrators of such violations should be
brought to jusfice. The Committee expresses its concern at the limited
implementation by Israel, the occupying Power, of the findings and
recommendations of the report of the UN Independent Commission of Inquiry on
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the 2014 Gaza conflict and all other human rights recommendations directed at
Israel. The Committee welcomes the appointment of Mr. Staniey Michael Lynk as
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territory
occupied since 1967 and will strive to facilitate the implementation of his mandate.

109. The Committee underscores the responsibility of States and private entities
not to contribuie to grave Israeli violatiens of Palestinian human rights,
particularly in respect of settlements in the OPT, including East JTerusalem. It looks

forward to the establishment of a database of all actors conducting business in aress -

under Israeli military occupation, as mandated by Human Rights Council resolution
AMHRC/31/L.38 of 2016. Within the context of this resolution as well as paragraph 5
of Security Council resolution 2334 (2016) calling upon States to “distingnish, in
their relevant dealings, between the territory of the State of Israel and the territories
occupied in 19677, the Committes urges further steps by Governments, private
businesses and other relevant bodies including the European Union, to disscciate
themselves from policies which directly or indirectly grant legitimacy or support
illegal Israeli settlements in the West Bank and East Jerusalem, and the occupation
at large.

110. The Committee notes with appreciation the usefui contribution of the
Division for Palestinian Rights in support of its mandate and its activities through:

{a) efficient provision of substantive and secretariat support, including to official
Committee as well as informal Bureau meetings and Committee visits to the field, effective
liaison with and strategic guidance to the Committee, its Bureau and the Working Group;
arganisation of briefings, including for new Comunittee delegates, execution of the
decisions of the Committees, including by preparing Committee comespondence to
national authorities and regional organizations, and timely preparation and issuance of the
necessary parliamentary documentation;

(b) organization of four international meetings and conferences contributing to the
sustained level of dialogue, engagement and support on the part of the international
comumunity for the Committee programme’s objectives, as evidenced by the number and
level of participation in its international meetings and conferences, and commemorations
of the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People;

{c) an increase in international awareness of the UN policies and activities on the
question of Palestine, through the preparation of publications and information materials
and their widest possible dissemination, maintenance, upgrading and continued
development of the Question of Palestine website as well as use of web-based social
information networks, such as Facebook, Twitter and YouTube;

(d) enhanced assistance and support to the Government of Palestine in building
efficient, accountable and resilient instifutions through workshops and trainings of
Palestinian civil servants, particularty in light of its efforts to implement the 2030 Agenda.

(e) contimued involvement of civil society organizations in support of the efforts of
the Committee and the UN towards a comprehensive, just and lasting settlement of the
p 2
question of Palestine.

11t. The Committee will continue, through its mandated activities implemented
by the Division for Palestinian Rights, to generate heightened international
awareness on the question of Palestine, as well as international support for the
rights of the Palestinian people, including their right to self-determination and
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independence, in this year marking the 350th anniversary of the Israeli
occupatior and the 70th anniversary of the UN resolution to partition Palestine.

112, The Committee reguests the Division to continue its substantive and
secretariat support of all aspects of its mandate; the organisation of the annual
observance of the International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People; the
programme of internaticnal meetings and conferences; the programme of research,

menitoring and publications and other informational activitizs in support of the

Committee’s communication strategy; and expansion of the training and capacity-
building programme, taking into account the National Priority Agenda of the State
of Palestine and its efforts to implement the 2030 Agenda on Sustainable
Development. In this context, the Committee recognizes the growing importance of
cooperation among developing couatries and reglonal and sub-regional
organizations for sharing and Implementing sustainable, cost-effective and
replicable experiences and solutions “that work’ and supports special efforts by the
Division to facilitate snch exchanges within the framework of South-South and
triangular cooperation. Lastly, it urges Commiitee Members and Observer

States and others to actively participate in its programme, including throngh -

voluntary contributions to offer training experiences and to put the programmes on
a solid financial footing.

113. The Committee is of the view that the spectal information programme on
the guestion of Palestine of the Department of Public Information has made an
important contribution to informing the media and the public of the relevant issues.
[t requests the continuation of the programme, with the necessary flexibility
warranted by developments relevant to tie question of Palestine.

114, The Committee highly values ecivil society initiatives in support of the
Palestinian people and will continue to expand its efferts, including through
convening regular civil society fora, to engage additional civil society organisations
and the public at farge in its work that support a just and peaceful solution to the
question of Palestine, including in Israel. The Comrmittee encourages civil society
partners to work with their national Governments, parliamentarians and other
institutions with a view to gaining their full support for the work of the UN and
the Committee, and the overall aim of prometing the achievement by the
Palestinian people of their inalienable rights, full recognition of the State of
Palestine and its independence. Furthermore, following the productive engagement
with Palestinian diaspora during the reporting period, the Comenittee will continue
to expand this engagement, with a view to synergising efforts on raising awareness
and practical support for a just solution for the Question of Palestine and the socio-
economic development of the Palestinian people in the OPT.

115. Wishing to make its contribution to the achievement of a comprehensive, just
and lasting seitlement of the question of Palestine, and in view of the many
difficulties facing the Palestinian peopie and their leadership and besetting the peace
process, the Committee intends to work closely with other UN actors on the
ground, such as the United Nations Special Coordinator for the Middle East Peace
Process (UNSCO) and UNRWA, to synergize efforts in fields of common concern
and upheld the permanent responsibility of the UN towards the question of Palestine
until the question is resclved in all its aspects in a satisfactory manner in accordance
with international legitimacy (A/RES/71/20, last preambular para.}. It wishes to
express its deep appreciation to ifs partmers, in particular the OIC, for
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contribution of extra-budgetary resources and active participation in its
conferences and events.

116. The Comunittee will also reach out to all regional groups at the UN with a
view to expanding its membership. It calls upon all States to join it in this
endeavour and to extend their cooperation and support to the Committee, and invites
the General Assembly again (o recognize the importance of its role and to reconfirm
its mandate.
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