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Madame President,

Israel, like so many other concerned States, watches with shock and grave
concem the horrific news relentlessly coming from Syria over the past months.
We see the continuous trampling of freedoms, the unjust murder of innocent
citizens and the pathetic attempts of the regime to avoid its most basic

responsibilities of protecting the lives and safety of its own citizens.

Israel, together with all freedom Joving people, salutes the defiance of so many
Syrians who continue to stand'up for their rights despite the dangers, despite
the repress1on despite the mass murder. Israel hopes for all Syrians, men and
women, young and old, people of all faiths and backgrounds, to be able to
fulfill their right to live in an open and free democratic society that respects
individual freedoms, adheres to the rule of law and gives hopevand concern for

the welfare of its people.

As a neighboring state to Syria, all Israelis hope for better timés for the people
of that country. We are convinced that positive changes there will improve
relations across our border, throughout our region and lead to a future for

Syrians that will most certainly include freedom, peace and prosperity.

I thank you.




