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In a deeply dxsappom’nng development on2 October 2009 the Councrl farled to endorse and
implement the findings and recommendations of the Fact-Finding Mission on the Gaza
conﬂlct headed by ]ustrce Goldstone .

Acting under stram, the Council relied on the commitments by the Government of Israel and
the Palestinian Authont’y to carry out domestic investigations. However the ICJ highlights
that the Israeli mvestlgatlons have been largely percelved as ineffective as they lacked.
‘ safeguards of 1ndependence and impartiality. After the end of. the mrlrtary operatxons in Gaza,
the Israeli Government announced that it ‘would take necessary measures to protect its
© soldiers from all legal action and, yesterday, the Israeli Ambassador in'the UN headquarters
in New York: continued'to deny that the IDF had committed any crime under international
law The Paleshman Authorlty and Hamas have never 1nvest1gatecl the allegatxons of crimes.
For how long will the calls for accountab1hty of all perpetrators of alleged war crimes and-
crimes. against humamty committed ‘throughout the conflicts in the Occupled Palestmlan
Temtorles contmue to be dxsregarded"
- Jt~a»du~t«y~of~bothmpart}eato*cenductva prompt thorough -effective;- mdependent»andqmpamah s
investigation into alleged war crimes and crimes against humanity in accordance with
international standards If the 1nvest1gat10ns would not havethe purpose -of bnngmg the
alleged perpetrators to justice, these would be absolutely inconsistent with such duty under -
international law: It is essential to identify, prosecute and punish the authors of such crimes,
" aswell as civilian leaders and military commanders who should be held to account, under the
principle of command responsibility. -

The reqdeSts for national investigations do not restrict the duty of every State and of the
international community to stop condoning pervasive impunity, and prepare the ground for
the investigation and possible prosecutxon all those suspected. of ser ious  violations of
international law. ' :

The. Factjmd«mg*stslﬁqn _s_,r;e_,por_tw@d. lt§ Lecg*r_r,mlerlda_go,nﬁs_ﬂmﬁgst be ‘endorsed by_this
Council, which is requestéd to establish a collec’nve expert mechanism to seék information on
and review the rmplementatlon of the recommendations by all parties within six-month time
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