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In the Name of God, the COMpassionate the Merciful

Mr. President,
Honorable Ministers and Heads of Delegations,
Madam High Commissioner,

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemnen,

It is:a distinctrhonor and pleasure for me to a.ddress', on
behalf of my government, t.his High Level Segi’n‘_ent of the
Human Rights Couﬂbii-; The Islamic Repﬁblic of Ir,an- has been
- actively éngag:ed in the pro'cess of e.stablishing the Councif and

throughout its work as part of our dedication to the promotion of

human rights and dignity across the globe |

Mr President, ]

In June 2013, people of _Imn elected a new government
through a ‘democratic presidential election; The new
government, declared its commitment, on the basfs of the
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provisions of the Constitﬁtbn of the Islamic Republic’ of Tran
.and its infernational obligations, to fulfill its promises fo
promote aspirations of its people. The government has also
reaffirmed its primary responsibility to promote civil, economic,
political,sociél and cultural rights despite obstacles hindering its
progfess- resulting from inter alia the illegal and unlawful
sanctions imposed against my country. To that end and in
continuation of what has Eéen done in the past, a “Charter on
‘Citiiens’ Rights” has been i]t}itia'ted; the draftl of which was
| published to be reviewed and éomrnented by all interested
Iranians before taking its final and legal foﬁﬁ. Furthermore and
_with respect to economic and social rights, a lrllu'mber of short
and mid-tefm progr_arﬁs rhave been  developed within the

- framework of the “20 Year-Vision Program” of the counry.

Mr President

Human rights should Be seen as a common heritage of
humanity which haye been initiated and developed by valuable |
contributions of all-civilizations and .cu1tures, Basic principles
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and 'compqn'ents of human rights Sﬁch' as. non-discrimination,
justice, equality and due procéss Qf law 'are: necessary
- prerequisites for _every.SOC\iety- seeking pr.ospérity and welfare of
its citizens_., |

| [ran’s co‘mmit'men.t to the protectioﬂ- and prpmotibn of
human rights is deeply ‘_rooted iln its riéh historical, .r.elig'ious and
cultural heritage. We are determincd to p'o’si_tiveléz contribute., at

both national and international levels, to promote human rights

~ based on constructive dialogue and cooperation with M.embler

States as well as with the UN mechanisms. It is against this

| back,ground that our pe-c_)ple insist that an impartial, balanced and

non-political approach be taken by the international community

including the United Nations humé_m rights mechanism that

factually and fleal_istically. considers the human_ 'rights
developments in the Iranian Soéiety. |
‘Mr. President,

| The UN General Assembly, Jiﬁ its68tf1 séssion, on the basis
| of a- pr()posal_made by HE Preéident Rouhani, has adopted a
“resolu‘-tionl entitle_d. “A world against Violence and violent
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e-Xtremism”. The Human Rights Council shouid, in my view,
take stock of the potentials inherent in that resolution and build
on the innovative ways designed to combat different forms of
extremism Iand V.iolenée. Thé General Ass‘embiy n fhis
resolution “f.edognizes the need for Ia compreheﬁsive approach té
countering violent e}itremism and addressing the conditions
cdnduciv‘e to its spread”. ITfle HRC is invited fo utﬂize_ this
momentum to fﬁrther idlen'tify various covert and overt forms of
. 'extremiém and Violeﬁce. This objective éan' be realized through )
defining a plan of action so as to combat this growing menace
thzit undermines the realization of human rights. Apart from
terrorism Which claims innocent liﬁ/eé of. peop.lcs around the
globe, other manifestations of fhis sinister phenomenon suc_h as
- war, militarization and coercive ecohomic sanctiéns should a]so
be addressed since they are challenging the integrity and "
devélopment of human socf.eties. |

To ensure a coherent application of uniifersai human
rights, the relevant UN mac:hineries includiﬁg the Human Rights
Council need to develop such process that does not allow for a

4




| -non—politicized,‘ ﬁoh—s)elective and impartial performance of the |
work of the Council. Any attempt for adyaﬁcing political
| purpbses of few runs .counters to the cause of human -_right's.‘
Clearly, such_praqtice will be again_ oppo.séd by overwhelming
majority of international community whdi did not cdnsciously
support similar move in the past.

| Double  standards lgéad the Hunian-' Rights Council
nowlhér'e, bﬁt only .squander ﬂhe Council's resource;-that rshou-ld
other\&ise be .chanﬁ.ele.d for ca]_:a.acity' building at the grass root
level. 'Méchénisnis such as UPR, that we all know, emergéd N
from the collépse of the highly ooliticized former Commission |
N on Human rRi_g_h't_s- as a Workabfe solution, should. be
Strengtheﬂéd. The UPR constitutes a unique .ins_trumént since it
is the sole mechanism which considers the human rights
situation in 'all- UN  member- s._tatés eQual.ly,A without
discrimination. First,,UPR_ report of Iran was_presentﬁ;d in 2010,
and we -are preparing the second report to be considered in

October this year.




Mr. President,

Gréss Violatién of human rights in  the -Qccupied
Palestinian territories remains a matter of r-deep cOncern for all.
The occupation, apart from being the source of successive gross |
and systémic violations of fundameniéal principles of human
rights, is, per se, in clear bréach of the basic right to éelf—
determination. Poiicy of settlements ;:bnstitutes a gross violation ,
perpetraﬁed by occupying forces. Confiscation of Palestiﬁian
lands and maﬁy other types of violation of the Palestinian rights "
such as targeted killing of Palest.inians; and state terrorism run
contrary to the most established principles of humanity, the
purposes and principles of = the Charte_r, 1949 Geneva
Conventions as well as Intemmtibnal Human Rights Law.

In Bahrain, we are facing with a woréening' s:ituation of
hurr;an rights through éuppression of the ﬁ’eaceful éssembly,
~ violation of freedom of expressidn, arbitrary and illegal
detention of political and human‘] rights activists, toftufe and 1ll
tfeatinent of prisoners, all of w]hich' require ciose attention by
Human Rights Counéﬂ andlthe iﬁternational community. The
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Bahraini government is misusing this august body. to make
unfounded allegations against others, rather than providing
necessary information on the improvement of the situation of

human rights in his country.

~ Mr. President,

In conclusion, let me underline that the paramount
approach to promote and prétect humaﬁ rights across the globe
is to engage in a meaniﬁgful -and ‘genu'i_ne interaction énd
cpoperation,' taking - into account - histo_riqal and cultural
'baékgroﬁnds of every m_ezﬁber states. We Ioork forward -to
coﬁtinuing our)' close cooperaﬁ'_on-with the Council's member
states to réalize_ our objectives of greater global prosperity, |

justice and equity for all people of the world. |

" Thank you, Mr. President.



