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Comments by Pakistan, on behalf of the OIC, on the reports of the Special Rapporteurs
on human rights while countering terrorism and on Torture, under agenda item 3, during
1 3th

Session of the HRC Geneva, 8 March 2010
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I'am making these comments on behalf of the member states of the OIC.

Mr. President,

Torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment

~ Mr. President,

Torture indeed remains a glabal phenomenon and new techniques and ways have been
developed which include psychological torture that has lasting effects on human personality.
We agree that the standards of due diligence i.e. not to commit torture by acquiescence is an




extremely impoftant obligation and must be upheld. Stronger judicial safeguards are,
therefore, extremely important.

We, however, regret that in the findings on the notion of double discrimination, he finds it
important to raise concerns about non universally recognized vulnerable groups such as
gays and lesbians but easily forgets to mention the most important and contemporary reality
of racio-religious discrimination. We would have welcomed a greater focus on the targeting
of certain racial and religious communities in this connection.

We agree that restrictive interception methods by States to prevent migrants from reaching
their territories are an attempt to circumvent their human rights obligations by denying
possible and needed human rights protection. ‘

As regard the recommendation to the HRC to consider drafting a UN Convention on the
rights of detainees, we reiterate that the existing Convention provides sufficient guarantees
for the protection of all individuals against torture including the detainees.

Thank you Mr. President




