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Submission sheet 

Individuals, groups and organizations wishing to submit information and documentation to 

the United Nations Independent International Commission of Inquiry on the occupied 

Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem, and Israel (hereafter the “COI”) are kindly 

asked to fill in this sheet with any information they are able to provide, and attach it to their 

submissions.  

It is not a requirement to provide all requested information if not available, though particular 

attention should be given to filling in the section on consent. 

Unless indicated otherwise in the form, the COI will consider all materials received to be 

usable in its reports, but without attribution as to the source 

 

Name of submitting 

individual/entity 

Shmuel Baron 

Contact of submitting 

individual/entity 

Email(s): baronshmuel65@gmail.com        

Telephone/WhatsApp/Signal/Other:      

Web Address:                        

Agree to be contacted by the COI:  Yes  No  Yes 

Relationship of 

submitting 

entity/individual to the 

alleged victim/s 

 

Human rights 

violation/s or abuses  

alleged to have 

occurred 

 

Violations of the laws 

and customs of war 

(international 

humanitarian law) 

Incitement to violence and terrorism by the Palestinian 

Authority is a main root cause of violence coming from the 

Arab side. 

Much of the incitement comes in the form of conspiracy 

theories about the Jews allegedly threatening to destroy the Al-

Aqsa mosque. These falsehoods lead to eruption of violence 

against Jews. 

Whereas Israel takes measures to maintain public order and uphold 

the delicate status quo on the Temple Mount, many on the 

Palestinian side exploit the holy sites to inflame passions and 

undermine the long-standing modus vivendi in the city. 

 

Israel is committed to guaranteeing freedom of religion and access 

to all holy sites in Jerusalem. But whereas the Israeli authorities take 
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measures designed to maintain public order and uphold the delicate 

status quo on the Temple Mount, there are many on the Palestinian 

side who exploit the holy sites in order to inflame passions and 

undermine the long-standing modus vivendi in the city. 

 

The attempt to frame the Israeli-Palestinian conflict in religious terms 

is driven by a political agenda. Those who promote such rhetoric 

hope to advance their national goals by engaging people's deep 

religious beliefs, but the outcome may be much more dangerous 

than they bargain for. 

 

Viewing the conflict as based more on faith than nationality not only 

makes it more difficult to reach a solution, but may push the region 

into further instability. Actively promoting such a view is 

irresponsible. 

 

In contrast to most rulers of Jerusalem throughout history, Israel has 

an official policy, laid down in the Declaration of Independence, of 

respecting freedom of faith and worship for all religions represented 

in the city. Particularly, Israel constantly works to facilitate worship of 

Muslims and Christians in their respective holy sites, and only 

restricts access when considerations of security and public safety 

are preponderate. 

 

Sadly, conspiracy theories about the Jews threatening to destroy the 

Al-Aqsa mosque have abounded in the region for decades and, 

starting before the establishment of Israel, have been exploited by 

Palestinian and Arab leaders to rally the masses and incite them to 

violence against the Jews. 

 

Already in 1929 the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, Haj Amin al-Husseini, 

provoked the Arab population to fierce anti-Jewish riots by claiming 

that the Jews were threatening the mosque. Unfortunately, such 

rumors and conspiracy theories, which can be traced back to almost 

a century ago, still exist today. 

 

It should be stressed that it is not only Hamas radicals who promote 



3 
 

this inflammatory rhetoric. Officials of the Palestinian Authority, 

which pretends to be interested in reaching a peaceful settlement 

with Israel, have no qualms about exploiting the holy sites to 

advance their diplomatic goals. 

 

Recent examples of this are the statements by the President of the 

Palestinian Authority, Mahmoud Abbas, widely reported in the media 

on 17-18 October 2014, that the PA will not allow the "herd of 

settlers" to desecrate the Al-Aqsa mosque, and that the PA intends 

to take legal action in the international arena to prevent settlers from 

harming the mosque. 

 

This was not the first time Abbas made such comments. In a speech 

he gave on 31 December 2013 at an event marking the anniversary 

of Fatah's establishment, he warned that "the dangerous systematic 

attacks on the Al-Aqsa Mosque continue incessantly." 

 

Over the years, PA officials have repeatedly voiced the same 

preposterous libel which accuses Israel of devising plans to destroy 

the Al-Aqsa mosque. 

 

In an interview Abbas gave to the Saudi paper Al-Watan in June 

2013, he said, "We've said on several occasions that Al-Aqsa is in 

danger because the excavations Israel is conducting in the Temple 

Mount and beneath its foundations put it in danger of collapse… All 

these acts indicate an evil and dangerous plot to destroy Al-Aqsa 

and build the alleged temple." 

 

The truth is that any archaeological dig conducted by Israel is done 

according to accepted archaeological standards, taking extreme 

care not to harm the delicate physical and spiritual fabric in the city. 

The same cannot be said for the Islamic authorities who manage the 

Temple Mount, the Waqf, who have conducted heavy excavation 

works under the mountain in an area called "Solomon's Stables", 

indiscriminately removing tons of earth and rubble in order to build a 

new mosque. These unsupervised works resulted in the destruction 

of previously unexplored archaeological layers. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uhJy2PJqUkQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uhJy2PJqUkQ
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In another example, the Palestinian Authority disseminated the libel 

that Israel and Jews were behind a 1969 arson attempt that was 

actually perpetrated by an Australian non-Jew. Since the Al-Aqsa 

mosque is an important holy site for Muslims, accusing "senior Jews 

of high position" of trying to destroy it is a transparent attempt by the 

PA to promote religious hatred against the Jews. This particular 

accusation appeared in a documentary film about the arson, and 

was shown at an event held under the auspices of PA Chairman 

Mahmoud Abbas. 

 

The false claims about threats to the Al-Aqsa mosque are often 

mixed with semi-racist claims about the so-called "judaization" of 

Jerusalem, which hint at the existence of a secret "master plan" to 

turn the city into an exclusively Jewish one. The main arguments 

made in this context are summarized in a report posted on the 

website of the official Palestinian news agency, WAFA, titled, "The 

Methods Used to Judaize Jerusalem". 

 

In reality, it is rather Palestinian leaders and speakers who engage 

in relentless attempts to "de-judaize" Jerusalem, and this by denying 

and negating the Jews' connection to the city and its holy places. 

 

Thus, former leader of the PLO and first chairman of the PA Yasser 

Arafat adopted an obscure theory about the location of the Jewish 

temple, claiming it was in Yemen. 

 

Much like his predecessor, current PA president Abbas, who is often 

considered to be a moderate, actually holds an extremely intolerant 

view with regard to Jewish rights in Jerusalem. This view was 

revealed in various diplomatic speeches that Abbas has delivered at 

the United Nations General Assembly, in which he stressed 

Jerusalem's importance to Muslims and Christians, deliberately 

omitting the deep historical and religious attachment of the Jews to 

the city. 

 

For example, in his 2011 address, Abbas pretended to bring a 

http://palwatch.org/main.aspx?fi=772&fld_id=772&doc_id=9628
http://palwatch.org/main.aspx?fi=772&fld_id=772&doc_id=9628
http://www.wafainfo.ps/atemplate.aspx?id=3586
http://www.wafainfo.ps/atemplate.aspx?id=3586
http://jcpa.org/al-aksa-libel-muslims-rewrite-history-of-jerusalem/
http://jcpa.org/al-aksa-libel-muslims-rewrite-history-of-jerusalem/
http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/full-transcript-of-abbas-speech-at-un-general-assembly-1.386385
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message from "the Holy Land, the land of Palestine, the land of 

divine messages, ascension of the Prophet Muhammad and the 

birthplace of Jesus Christ." Note the deliberate omission of any 

reference to the Jewish faith and its links to the land. 

 

Indeed, the same Palestinian leaders who claim to act in protection 

of the holy places to Islam in Jerusalem negate the city's holiness to 

Judaism. Their statements are strewn with scepticism about the 

historical existence of a Jewish temple on the Temple Mount (which 

they call Haram al-Sharif), using terms such as "alleged temple" and 

"myth". Besides being a poor attempt to rewrite history, this attitude 

is one of chauvinism and of negation of the other, which is hardly 

conducive to peace. 

 

This rejectionist approach was reflected in the words of the PA's 

Minister of Religious Affairs, Mahmoud Habash in December 2012, 

who declared that the Western Wall (one of the holiest places for the 

Jewish people since the destruction of the Second Temple in 70 

CE), is an Islamic holy site and that no Jews or non-Muslims 

worshiped there at any time in history until after the issuance of the 

Balfour Declaration in 1917.  Habash added that Israel's claim on 

Jerusalem and the "Wailing Wall" lacks the most basic historical 

foundations.  

 

Distortion of history and promulgation of a culture of hate against 

Israel and the Jews in the context of Jerusalem is not confined to 

official statements, but is also manifest in educational content to 

which Palestinian children are exposed. For example, Palestinian 

state television aired in July 2013 a video of two Palestinian girls 

reciting an anti-Semitic poem. The poem, translated by media 

watchdog Palestinian Media Watch, also teaches that Jerusalem is 

not for Jews, because Jerusalem "vomits" out the Jews who are said 

to be "filth" and "impure." 

 

 

Recent examples of inflammatory statements by Palestinian 

Authority officials (Source: Palestinian Media Watch): 

http://elderofziyon.blogspot.co.il/2012/12/pa-minister-says-western-wall-has-no.html
http://elderofziyon.blogspot.co.il/2012/12/pa-minister-says-western-wall-has-no.html
http://www.timesofisrael.com/pa-tv-airs-young-girls-calling-jews-barbaric-monkeys-wretched-pigs/
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Official PA daily (Al-Hayat Al-Jadida, June 13, 2014): "PLO 

Executive Committee Member and Head of the Department for 

Jerusalem Affairs Ahmed Qurei… condemned the opening, for the 

sixth consecutive year, of the Jewish Festival of Lights in 

Jerusalem… [he said that] these events incite to the destruction of 

the Al-Aqsa Mosque and the construction of the alleged Temple on 

its ruins." 

 

Official PA daily (Al-Hayat Al-Jadida, June 10, 2014): "[PA] Minister 

of Religious Affairs Yusuf Ida'is disclosed yesterday [June 9, 2014] 

that over the month of May, the occupation authorities and groups of 

settlers carried out 50 attacks on the Al-Aqsa Mosque and the 

houses of worship. In a statement made yesterday, Ida’is said… that 

there has been a rise in the number of settlers invading and 

desecrating the Al-Aqsa Mosque plazas and the Ibrahimi Mosque 

(i.e., Cave of the Patriarchs), and a spread of tendentious media 

campaigns within Israeli society and the world at large calling for the 

validation of Talmudic prayers [in the Al-Aqsa Mosque], the 

destruction of the Al-Aqsa Mosque and the construction of the 

alleged Temple." 

 

Mahmoud Abbas (Official Palestinian Authority TV, June 8, 2014): "If 

the Israelis were allowed to go further, they would have gone further 

and destroyed the Al-Aqsa [Mosque]. 

 

Official PA daily (Al-Hayat Al-Jadida, Apr. 23, 2014): "Secretary-

General of the [PA's] Islamic-Christian Council for Jerusalem and 

the Holy Places Hanna Issa... noted that lately, ongoing calls have 

been made by the extreme right to enlist a large number of settlers 

to assault the Al-Aqsa Mosque in order to perform their Talmudic 

rituals in it (PA euphemism for Jews praying). He emphasized that 

'... The aim of these attacks is to build the alleged Temple on the 

ruins of the Al-Aqsa Mosque and the expropriation of the 

sovereignty of these holy sites from the Arabs and Muslims.'" 

 

Official PA daily (Al-Hayat Al-Jadida, Apr. 14, 2014): "The PA 
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Ministry of Foreign Affairs strongly condemned Israel's escalation 

against civilians, their property and holy sites... The Ministry 

disclosed that for more than two years it informed all Muslims and 

Arabs at an official and public level about the nature of the 

Judaization plan at the Al-Aqsa Mosque (i.e., the Temple Mount 

Plaza)... The Israeli government has been carrying out this plan on a 

daily basis, and the rate of escalation and repression against Al-

Aqsa is increasing... towards dividing it (the Temple Mount) 

geographically and according to time (allocating times and spaces 

for different religions), destroying it and building what is referred to 

as 'the Temple' in its place." 

Date/s of incident/time 

period 
 

Place of incident Village/township/city:  

Province: 

Name/s of alleged 

victim/s gender, age 

 

Name:  

Gender:  

Age:  

Father’s name: 

Nationality:  

Profession:  

Phone number/email: 

Address:  

Identification of those 

allegedly responsible 

Name of alleged perpetrator if known: 

PA President, Mahmoud Abbas 

PA's Minister of Religious Affairs, Mahmoud Habash 

PA Minister of Religious Affairs, Yusuf Ida'is 
 

State or non-state entity with which perpetrator is affiliated, if any:  

Palestinian Authority 

 

Any identifying marks of the perpetrator which indicate their affiliation, 

such as the colour or pattern of their uniform and uniform’s insignia: 

  

Description of the 

incident(s)/allegations 

(2000-word limit) 

Detailed description of: 

 

- the incident(s) or alleged violation(s), including dates, specific 

locations (e.g. street, building) and number and types and 

name(s) of victim(s) 

- the context in which they took place  

- alleged perpetrators 

- alleged motive 

Please also include information on the impact of these violations, as 

well as age and gender-sensitive considerations (e.g. how these 

violations affected women and men, girls and boys differently). 
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Description of the 

State’s response, (500-

word limit) 

Indicate whether the incident was reported to the authorities: Yes  No    

If yes, which authorities:  

 

Information on any investigations, judicial processes, 

decision/judgements and sentences, including reparations, in response 

to the incident:  

 

 

Methodology employed 

in the collection of 

information 

 Please provide a description of the methodology employed in the 

collection of the information shared- primary, secondary sources, means 

of verification, etc., along with how informed consent was gained from 

the information provider. If needed, attach a copy of the relevant 

standard operating procedures followed. 

Consent  Please indicate whether you, the person submitting the 

information, agree to the following use of the information by 

the COI with or without personally identifiable data: 

 

INFORMED CONSENT TO USE THE INFORMATION: 

  

1. Use internally and publicly (e.g. public report, press release), 

with  without  personally identifiable data. Agree 

 

2. Use internally only (within the COI), with  without  

personally identifiable data. Agree 

 

INFORMED CONSENT TO SHARE THE INFORMATION:

  

 

1. Raise the case with national authorities, courts or accountability 

mechanisms that respect international standards (including due 

process) with  without  personally identifiable data. Agree 

 

2. Share info with national human rights institutions, with  

without  personally identifiable data. Agree 

 

3. Refer to national or international organizations (including UN 

human rights mechanisms and other UN entities) providing victim 

assistance (e.g. ICRC, medical, legal), with  without  

personally identifiable data. Agree 

 

5. Share info with international and regional courts – including 

the International Criminal Court (ICC) -, or accountability 

mechanisms of other States that respect international standards 

(including due process) with  without  personally identifiable 

data. Agree 

 

Additional Details on Consent: 
 

Please indicate if consent to provide this information to the CoI has 

been received from the alleged victims (any consent given must be 
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provided by the victim or by relatives or legal representatives on their 

behalf, or by a parent/legal guardian in case of a child) Yes  No ;  

consent provided by: _______ 

 

If necessary, please explain:  

 

Description of any 

broader issues not 

related to specific 

violations (2000-word 

limit) 

 

Description should be succinct, highlighting issues of relevance to the 

mandate of the COI, and include concrete examples whenever possible. 

 

Please also include information on the impact of these violations, as 

well as age and gender-sensitive considerations (e.g. how these 

violations affected women and men, girls and boys differently) as 

relevant. 

 

 

Any other human 

rights NGOs to whom 

you reported the 

incident  

If appropriate, please provide name and contact information of any 

other person or organization to whom the incident was reported. 

 

Additional materials 

(documents, images, 

videos, etc) relevant to 

the 

incident(s)/allegation(s) 

Please indicate, if you are aware of, or in possession of, any additional 

materials from other sources (including the media and NGOs) in which 

the above incident(s)/allegations are cited, that are deemed 

relevant/useful. The COI may follow-up at a later date in order to 

receive the material(s) indicated.  

 

Date of publication: 18 October 2014 

 

Title:  
 

Source (author/organisation): PA official daily, Al-Hayat Al-Jadida 
 

Web link;  http://www.alhaya.ps/ar  

 

Type of material:  Document (total doc);  1 Image (total images);  Video 

(total videos); Other (please specify) 

  

 
The following inciting cartoon appeared in the PA official daily, Al-
Hayat Al-Jadida, on 18 October 2014: 

http://www.alhaya.ps/ar
http://www.alhayat-j.com/newsite/char.php?icd=3458
http://www.alhayat-j.com/newsite/char.php?icd=3458
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