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sardon for the JEM convicts who participated in the attack on

Omdurman in May 2008. I supervised the release of 50% of these

convicts on 24t of February, a day after the signing of the Agreement.

Indeed, Mr. President, concluding this Framework Agreement
represents by all means a genuine and instrumental step in the right

direction towards the final settlement of the conflict in Darfur.

It is our fervent hope that the sincere efforts exerted nowadays in
Doha will end up with a just, viable and lasting peace that ends the

suffering of the people of Darfur for good.

I would like, Mr. President, to seize this opportunity to underscore and
commend the paramount roles played by Qatar and Chad in bringing
this major stride to reality. Worthy of praise also are the sincere
efforts exerted by Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya,
Egypt, Iran, Eritrea and Ethiopia. Also invaluable contributions by the

Arab League and the African Union should not go on unnoticed.
Mr. President,

With respect to the humanitarian situation in Darfur I can assure you
that the indicators illustrate its stability due to the efforts being
exerted by the Government in collaboration with the national and
international stakeholders that enhance the existing partnership
mechanisms and facilitate the regular flow of the humanitarian
assistance. The Government, in collaboration with its partners, work
together to secure the monthly distribution of more than 315,000
metric ton of relief supplies to more than 3 million inhabitants in the
three states of Darfur. Permissions to work have been granted to some
NGOs from Europe and US and they were handed over with the assets
of the last year expelled NGOs.
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Mme High Commissioner,
Distinguished delegates,
Members of the NGOs,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Allow me at the outset on behalf of the delegation of my country to
express to you the utmost appreciation of the Government of the
Sudan for the sincere efforts you and the distinguishecf members of
your bureau have been tirelessly exerting to ensure the success for
deliberations of this session in particular the work of the Council in
general and to accomplish the noble tasks for which it was established

that is the promotion and protection of human rights worldwide.

Mr. President,

Proceeding from the same will that concluded the historic
Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) which ended the two decade
war between the South and North Sudan in 2005, [ have the pleasure
to bring to the cognizance of this august gathering the signing of the
Framework Agreement between the Government of Sudan and the
Justice and Equality Movement (JEM) - the major armed Movement in
Darfur - an effort which has started in N'Djamena (Chad) and finalized
on the 23t of this February in (Doha) Qatar where the forum of peace
negotiation between the Government and the armed movements in
Darfur is on process. At the core of this Agreement are the immediate
cease-fire and the humanitarian aspects regarding the just
compensation and the voluntary return of the IDPs and refugees to

their original places’ in Darfur. Participation in power and sharing of

wealth are also addressed. The Agreement stipulates the immediate
indulging of the parties in constructive negotiations on the details of

the benchmarks identified by the Agreement.
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forget to mention the paramount role played by the Arab League
member states in implementing projects for the rehabilitation of basic
infrastructures related to health, education and drinking water
facilities in the IDPs and refugees return villages. Some of these
projects were inaugurated during the historical extraordinary session

of the League held in ElFasher, North Darfur last week.

Regarding the security situation, and as a result of the extensive
deployment of the police in collaboration with UNAMID forces, acts of
hostilities have diminished to a large extent. For its part, the
Government is devoting its utmost to protect relief convoys and to
secure its access by the needy people and also guarantee safety of
those working in the humanitarian f ield both nationals and aliens.
More recently, the Government, through the good offices of the tribal
leaders in darfur, managed to release some UNAMID and ICRC staff

used to be abducted by some outlawed insurgents.
Mr. President,

Sudan is currently witnessing a diligent activity to prepare for the
general presidential, parliamentarian and state elections that will run
from 11 to 18 April 2010. The preparations for this historic election -
which is the first after the signing of the CPA - have started earlier by
the legislative and institutional set-up through the promulgation of
the Political Parties Act 2007 and the National Election Act of 2008
and the creation of the National Election Commission (NEC) and
Political Parties Affairs Council. These steps were followed by a series
of focused awareness-raising and training workshops targeted large
scale of law practitioners, media officers and civil society institutions'
members conducted by the Government in collaboration with the

Election Unit within UNMIS and the UNDP.
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More than 60 Political Parties both historic and newly created ones
are competing in this election. 10 candidates are competing for the
presidency of the Republic, 8 out them represent political parties and
two are independent. More than 14000 candidates are competing for
450 seats in the National Parliament and about 2000 seats in the
states' legislative councils including the Government of South Sudan.
25% out these figures are allocated for women candidates. It is worth
noting that the competent court dismissed two objections presented
against the candidature of the current President and the President of
South Sudan and reinstated two candidates for the Presidency seat

one is a woman candidate

To ensure free and fair election the National Election Commission
created an independent media mechanism in order to allocate
equitable coverage for the candidates in the State's owned media
apparatus. The NEC also approved a number of requests to observe
the election from both national and international bodies. From this
platform I welcome the intention of the EU to send the ever biggest
mission in its history composed of 130 observers as well as the
intention of Carter Center to send 31 observers. [ also appraise the
intended role that the AU declared to play in closely observing the

upcoming election.
Mr. President,

Important achievements have taken place in the ongoing process of
the legislative reform in the Sudan. Two Referendum Acts for South
Sudan and Abeyi area were recently promulgated providing for the

richt of the neonles of those areas to the self-determination after the




[image: image6.jpg]lapse of the interim period in 2011 as stipulated in the CPA. Also two
Acts for Popular Consultation for the areas of South Kordofan and

Blue Nile were enacted.

A new National Security Act has also been codified minimizing the
pre-trial detention to only one month instead of three months in the
previous Act. Also a number of safeguards to secure the rights of
detainees have been introduced including close monitoring by the

Ministry of Justice and the Judiciary.

A Child Act has also been passed defining a child as "any person who
has not exceeded the age of eighteen". The Act raises the minimum
age of criminal responsibility from 7 years to 12 years complying with
the standard age determined by the UN Child Rights Committee. An
explicit prohibition for the infliction of death penalty on persons less
than eighteen years of Age has also introduced. The Act prohibits the
recruitment of the children, their involvement in armed conflicts and
their pornography. The Act also provides for establishing of specialized

courts and prosecution offices mandated to handle juvenile justice.

The Criminal Act of 1991 was also amended by introducing a whole
Chapter dedicated to the protection of civilians and civilian
installations during both national and international armed conflicts.
Clear provisions have been inserted in the Act with regard to war
crimes, crimes against humanity and genocide in accordance with the

terms of the IHL conventions.

The law creating the National Human Rights Commission based on
Paris Principles was also adopted. The commission is composed of 15
non-partisan members with an independent budget and full powers to
investigate into human rights violations whether from its own motion
or through complaints submitted by individuals and groups.

Consultations to nominate the commission's members are now
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society sectors.
Mz, President,

The cooperation of the Sudan with the UN mechanisms working in the
field of promotion and protection of human rights, including this
esteemed Council, has never come to a halt. This fact is evidenced by
the invitation extended to the Independent Expert, mandated by this
Council, Justice Mohamed Osman Shande to visit Sudan in the period

from 23 January to 11 February this year.

Mr. Shande, during his visit to Khartoum, Darfur, South Sudan and
Abeyi, was accorded the full opportunity to meet with high-ranking
officials from the Government and leaders of political parties both in
power and in opposition and civil society institutions. He was also
given free access to prisons both in Khartoum and Darfur and he
participated in the meeting of the Joint Human Rights Forum between
the Government of Sudan and UNAMID which was recommended by

this esteemed Council.

I don't want, Mr. President, to preconceive the findings of the visit of
Mr. Shande before he submits his final Report to this august body in
the coming session, however, I sincerely look forward that the report
will honestly and objectively reflect the visit in a manner that will
significantly contribute to the improvement of the human rights

situation in the Sudan.
Mr. President,
In conclusion I would like to reiterate the commitment of my

Government to work together in order to make this Council efficient

and effective in facing the challenges that encounter the enjoyment of
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footing

[ also reaffirm the commitment of my Governm=--

mandate in a spirit of transparency, justice and equality betw

the states away from practices of selectivity, politicization ==~

standard.

Thank you Mr. President




