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RAN GIDOR, ISRAEL:  In view of the fact that our Palestinian colleagues are now trying to impose yet another resolution on the Fourth Committee, one which purports to deal with the latest events in the Gaza Strip, but, in fact, seeks to recycle the familiar anti-Israeli rhetoric familiar to us from well over twenty other resolutions, discussed annually by the General Assembly and its permanent committees.  I would now like to depart briefly from the written version of my speech.
Mr. Chairman, early this morning, IDF infantry engineering and armored forces completed their operations against terror infrastructure and rocket-launching infrastructure in the terrorist hub of Beit Hanoun in the Gaza Strip.  Over the course of the operation, forces conducted searches throughout the town in order to locate terrorists, gunmen, and weaponry.  Dozens of armed gunmen were killed in aerial attacks and clashes with soldiers.  

IDF soldiers uncovered large amounts of weaponry, including rocket launchers, antitank missile launches, grenades, explosive devices, AK47 assault rifles, various ammunition types, observation equipment and more.  The IDF targeted and hit nine rocket launching cells; some of them also responsible for rocket manufacturing.  Dozens of Palestinians suspected of terror involvement were taken for questioning by security forces.  An IDF soldier was killed in exchanges of fire during the operation.  
An attempted suicide bombing against the forces was thwarted, following alerts on the planned attack.  The female bomber exploded after being spot by IDF forces, likely injuring one of the soldiers.
In coordination with the EM, district coordination office, dozens of vehicles passing to Beit Hanoun, carrying food, medical teams, repairmen and additional supplies.  

The Israeli operation in Gaza was short termed and limited in scale, and was triggered by the daily attack of Kasam rockets directed against civilian population centers deep inside Israeli territory.  During the past week alone, between Tuesday, the 31st of October, and Monday, the 6th of November, no less than 52 rockets were fired from the Gaza Strip, which caused extensive damage in Sderot and other Israeli towns and villages.  
In fact, during the past several hours, and subsequent to the official Israeli announcement of the termination of the operation, two more rockets landed inside Israel, one of which in the center of the major southern city of Ashkelon.  

As was mentioned before, this military counterterrorist operation ended this morning.  We now hope that our Arab colleagues are not too disappointed by the sudden denial of the factual basis for the new anti-Israel draft resolution.  Surely they would not wish to divert the Fourth Committee's attention from discussing all the old anti-Israeli resolutions.  
Mr. Chairman, our committee will soon conclude its deliberations... [PREPARED REMARKS CONTINUE]
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CHAIRMAN:  I thank the distinguished representative of Israel for the statement.  Next, I give the floor to the representative of Sudan.

KHALID MOHAMMED ALI, SUDAN:  I thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

Mr. Chairman, my delegation would like first to thank – to thank the Special Committee to investigate Israeli practices affecting human rights of the Palestinian people and other Arabs of occupied territories for its comprehensive report and the important information therein.

My delegation would like to thank His Excellency Ambassador Prasad Kariyawasam, the Chairman of the Committee for his statement that he submitted before the committee yesterday on the 6th November.  
My delegation regrets the fact that the Committee has not been able to visit the occupied territories because Israel has rejected and refused to receive it.  My delegation is looking forward to the report of the Committee after completing its visit at the end of the present year.  My delegation follows with concern the developments in the Palestinian territory and the action by the occupation authorities using international prohibited weapons against populace areas, the destruction of houses, the razing of agricultural lands, not to mention the policy of hunger and blockade for a long time on the Gaza Strip.  This makes achieving permanent just peace unattainable.  

Mr. Chairman, since the Palestinian people elected its national government willfully in a democratic atmosphere it has been exposed for collective punishment because of its democratic choice.  The Israeli policies and the practices of occupation authorities in Gaza Strip have led to deterioration in humanitarian, economic and social situations.  More than 900,000 Palestinian staff have been affected by the cessation of foreign assistance of the government, as well as because of the fact Israel has not paid its dues to the Palestinian people regarding customs, etc., etc.  
Not to mention that the closing of the crossings have led to destruction of Palestinian exports.  The past week, Israeli tanks killed 50 women and injured more than 300 in terrible aggression in Gaza against a peaceful demonstration by these women.  As a result, the Israeli tanks massacred them without mercy.  This incident is a continuation of the air bombardment by Israel on populace areas as well as the destruction of houses and the destruction of infrastructure, not to mention the arrest of those democratically elected.  Even children were imprisoned.  The report before us indicates that tens, but hundreds of children are in Israeli prisons.  
Mr. Chairman, in the West Bank, despite the Advisory Opinion of the International Court of Justice to stop the building of the wall and to remove it, still the Israeli occupation authorities are continuing the building of this wall and constructing the crossings that reach 550, not to mention that Israel has refused to do this.  This was reported in different reports.
This has a negative effect on the lives of Palestinians, especially the sick, the disabled, the students, the doctors and other people from different strata of population.  The people were forced to take off their clothes and to stand for long hours under the sun.  

All international resolutions represented by Security Council and General Assembly, I say, all these resolutions are unanimous.  Consider the annexation of Golan null and void.  The destruction by Israel of villages in the Golan, changing names, increasing the settlements and the change of names of these villages does not indicate Israel is desirous to achieve peace or to withdraw from occupied territories.  Israel is carrying out diggings in order to establish a dam to collect water.  This is in violation of international law and of this engagement agreement and Geneva agreement, not to mention that Israeli occupying authorities dump their nuclear waste in land very close to Syrian territories.  And also, they plant mines all over Golan, occupied Golan.  This increases the suffering of the people and prevents the investment of agricultural territory.

The Special Committee has not been able to visit the occupied territory because Israel has rejected that and refused to cooperate with it.  
But what we have as information, the reports, indicate that there is great danger.  It confirms that the situation is deteriorating of the Arab citizens under occupied territory.  Since the beginning of this year, this has been escalating.  This has led to doubling the number of those killed, injured and the deterioration of living conditions.

This indicates that the continuation of the situation would lead to a human catastrophe at all levels.  The positions which give the Israeli entity the right to continue its aggression against people under the pretext of self-defense represent unjust backing for this latest aggression and gives the Israeli aggressor a free hand to do more.  
Sudan condemns this zealous attitude and it calls upon the Security Council, International Committee, peace loving peoples to move quickly to condemn the Israeli aggression and to by all means to put an end to inhuman practices committed by Israel daily against the steadfast Palestinian people.

Mr. Chairman, it is time for the international community, for the Security Council, in particular, to carry out its responsibility vis-à-vis the Israeli occupation of Arab territories and the suffering of people which have gone beyond any limit and to work immediately to take decisive actions forcing Israel to implement international legitimate resolution and resist from escalating its actions against defenseless people.  

My delegation supports the recommendations in the report of the Committee, particularly those that ask the General Assembly to impose sanctions on Israel.  My delegation supports the draft resolution concerning the Israeli practices and aggression against the Palestinian people in the occupied territory.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  
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CHAIRMAN:  I thank the representative of Sudan for his statement.  I now give the floor to the representative of Algeria.
MAHIEDDINE DJEFFAL, ALGERIA:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  
Sir, at the time when our Committee was getting ready to deal with the painful question of Israeli practices, the human rights in the occupied Arab territories, Israel has once again confirmed its contempt of the international community by launching its army against civilian populations in the Gaza Strip.  In the process, it shows no restraint or selectivity by targeting women and children in this new aggression.  It's particularly troubling in these difficult circumstances to know that, instead of working in order to right the wrongs with which its approach of the report, Israel, embarrassed by the serious accusations against it, persists in questioning the validity of the Special Committee work and to creating obstacles for the Committee and withholding its cooperation in carrying out its task.  
Algeria would at least like to restate its confidence in the Special Committee and to reaffirm the validity of its valuable work.  It considers unacceptable Israel's challenge to the international community and were appreciated that as long as occupying power [INAUDIBLE] an end to Israeli human practices affecting the Palestinian people and have Arabs in occupied territories, the work of the Committee will remain unfinished, and thus essential in order to prevent international community from sinking into silence of complicity in the face of these practices contrary to morality.  

Mr. Chairman, having considered the report of the Special Committee, my committee notes with bitterness Israel pursues in full impunity large scale violations of human rights, international humanitarian law in occupied Arab territories.  As in previous years, the report of the Special Committee tells us that human rights in occupied Palestine beginning with the fundamental right to life and that for the freedom of movement and the freedom of expression, and including the right to live, to dress and to be housed in decent conditions and to have access to medical services and education are violated day in and day out by the occupying power.  Given the circumstances we must wonder about the motives of the oppressive policy of Israel which reinforces frustration and seeds hatred.  
We have heard the recent leader of this Committee, both expressed pity over the situation of Palestinian refugees and state that Palestinian are not enemies, but are neighbors with whom they would like to live in peace.  Recalling the situation of the refugee is not a choice, but was imposed on the Palestinian people by several decades of Israeli repression my delegation would be interested to know the meaning that Israel would attach to good neighbor relations with the countries and people of the region.  Israel must recognize that the excessive disproportionate use of force to harass defenseless civilian populations and make their living conditions unbearable by erecting a wall of separation, by destroying their houses, crops, their water resources with heavy guns and by sending their air force to bomb their agricultural land, airports, bridges and power stations are not a reassuring way of painting themselves as a good neighbor.  We hope that the aggression against Lebanon by Israeli army is not an indication of the kind of neighborly relations that Israel envisions for the country and the peoples of the region.  
Mr. Chairman, it's, of course, not very chance that the first initiatives of the newly created the Human Rights Council include an appeal, an urgent appeal for the establishment of a fact finding mission directed by the Special Rapporteur for the situation of human rights of Occupied Palestinian Territory.  It's a matter of great concern that the violation of human rights and the degradation of the economic and social situation has been more serious after the Israel's withdrawal from the Gaza and that there has been a great increase in Israeli incursions.  

The right of self-defense and the struggle against terrorism has been used for a long time as pretext for Israel to commit revolting excesses without paying heed as the Palestinian institutions, political personalities are imprisoned, most led without reason.  

The exercise by the Palestinian people in 2006 there was free democratic choice seems to have given an additional motive for Israel to have recourse to collective punishment against a people whose new guilt seems to have been to have badly changed their leaders.  

The sealing off of the territories that transforms Gaza Strip into a vast prison, multiplication of fixed barriers and mobile checkpoints and the collecting of taxes by circulation of the people and goods contribute to this policy.  It's aggravated, especially the payments of the customs, duties and taxes for the Palestinian Authority.  This complex way of regret the international community of donors has yielded to the blackmail of Israel by interrupting the payment of grants to the Palestinian people.  And the effects have been an increased unemployment and all of which are dangerous ingredients for an uncertain future.  
Mr. Chairman, faithful to its habit, Israel continues to defy international law, to ignore the opinions of the ICJ on the illegal nature of the construction of the wall of separation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory.  Also it disregards the relevant resolution of the United Nations, the objective of which is to pursue in particular either cooperate with the Four to implement the Road Map in order to insure a just and durable settlement of the problem.  The continued construction of the separation wall and its corollary which is the confiscation of Palestinian land which also contributes to the extension of settlements, make us doubt Israel's security that they want to obtain their objective of two independent states living side by side in peace and security.

Before concluding I would like to voice a concern of my delegation in the face of the harassment imposed upon the Arab population of the occupied Syrian Golan and to denounce the attempts to force them to assume an Israeli identity.  That they would like to stress the interest of my delegation, as well as the recommendations contained in the Special Committee's report.  In particular we endorse the recommendation that we encourage the media to assure a broad coverage of the situation of the Palestine territories, particularly when it comes to human rights and the humanitarian field so as not to make it possible for the dramatic situation of the Palestinian people to become something they're not and to prevent the victims of the Israeli retribution turned into simple statistics.  I thank you, sir.  
CHAIRMAN:  I thank the representative of Algeria.  
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CHAIRMAN:  I shall now give the floor to the Saudi Arabia.  You have the floor, sir.
FAHAD KHALLAF, SAUDI ARABIA:  Thank you, sir.  At the outset allow me to thank the chairman as well as the members of the Special Committee to investigate Israeli practices affecting the human rights of the Palestinian people and other Arabs of the occupied territories for their report despite the difficulties they were confronting in preparing this report.  This shows the difficulties in the daily lives of Palestinians.  Thirty-eight years after the creation of this Committee and despite all of the reports which were submitted by this Committee, Israel has still not authorized the Committee to visit the Palestinian territories, and here we wonder about the following.
How can the Committee submit a report that is clear and specific if such practices continue on the part of Israel?  Also, we wonder about the following:  what are the reasons which prompt Israel to prevent the visit to the territories.  
After the creation of the Human Rights Council, the Council decided to dispatch a fact-finding mission.  However, Israel refused permission for that mission to visit.  Israel, in connection with these two bodies, could not prohibit their visit if it weren't for the fact that the international community has a negative attitude, and if the Security Council were not incapable of acting.  

The fact that Israel does not implement the decisions of the General Assembly and Security Council and also the Human Rights Council, as well as the laxity on the part of the international community in implementing the lawful international decisions, particularly, for these reasons Israel has in recent times enhanced its barbaric aggression in the Gaza.  Beit Hanoun this week, particularly, fifty martyrs, most of them women and children, and 300 people were wounded.  Israel's Prime Minister said that this aggression will continue until country decision is made.
Israel continues to try to erase the Palestinian cultural identity by erecting the separation wall which has split up Palestinian land with the help of tanks and planes, which continue to tear apart the body of the Palestinian nation.  Their places of work, their universities, roughly half a million Palestinians live close to that wall and have become isolated from their families and lands and cannot attain them on the other side of the wall.  The wall also prevents a number of Palestinians to have access to health care services and social services.  Many Palestinians are deprived of drinking water.  Fifty facilities were destroyed, leveling of agricultural lands and others give us a gloomy picture of inequity and injustice.  

The report of the Committee mentions the withdrawal of Israel from the Gaza Strip unilaterally.  However, this has actually shown a truth, namely, that it was just a way of getting something.  And because, a few months later, Israel continues to control the land, air and seas and controls the checkpoints, imprisoning the population who are compelled to accept the status quo of this unfair situation, the Palestinian people has decided to exercise its legitimate right by choosing its own government by means of legislative elections.  And this was the outcome of a democratic process which was urged by so many states.

However, the Palestinians have been prevented from exercising this right.  On the contrary, it was, in fact, a calamity for the Palestinians because it increased the suffering of the Palestinian people and has paralyzed its economy.  Also the refusal of donors to continue to give financial assistance to the Palestinian Authority is a fact and Israel has thus continued also not to pay the duty taxes and taxes on revenues to the Palestinian Authority.  There is no more contact between Palestinian and Israeli banks which takes us to say that there has been a deterioration of the standard of living of the Palestinians by 74%.  Those are poor and -- 74% of these people will be poor by 2008.  
And there's been a tremendous increase in the number of poor people who live in on income of something equivalent to $2.1 per day.  And this has marginalized all of the people, particularly the children, handicapped and elderly people who cannot enjoy the basic health care services.  A renewal of violence has brought about discouragement and the hopes which existed among the Palestinians.  

Israel flouts every resolution and there has been a failure, therefore, to find any solution to the Israel-Palestinian problem.  Israel continues to reject the recommendations of the Special Committee, therefore we call upon this Committee to continue to submit reports and to continue to take every necessary measure to ensure that the resolutions are implemented.  Thank you.
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Rights of Reply
CHAIRMAN:  I shall now call on those representatives who wish to speak in exercise of the right of reply.  In this connection, I would like to remind delegations that the number of interventions in the exercise of right of reply for any delegation on any item at a given meeting should be limited to two.  And that the first intervention should be limited to ten minutes and the second intervention should be limited to five minutes.

I now give the floor to the representative of Palestine.  You have the floor, sir.

PALESTINIAN OBSERVER:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  
Mr. Chairman, it is strange that the Israeli delegate can talk about the well being of the Palestinian people, about the waste of United Nations resources, if this is the situation, Israel has to end its continued aggression against the Palestinian people.  It has to end its occupation of occupied Palestinian territory, including eastern Jerusalem and the Arab territories occupied since June 1967 so that we could really achieve the well being of the Palestinian people by establishing a Palestinian independent state.  And in this way, we would not be in need for resolutions, commissions, etc., etc., and thus, we could earmark the United Nations resources for other purposes.  

The Israeli delegate has spoken about the withdrawal of Israel from the Gaza Strip, and we all know, fully know, that this withdrawal was unilateral.  It did not end the Israeli occupation of the Gaza Strip.  Israel is embolding its occupation in Gaza Strip and other Palestinian [INAUDIBLE]  
It closes all crossings.  It limits the movement of the people and not a single day passes without aggression or killing or destruction.

The Israeli delegate talks about that the Palestinian leadership does not abide by the conditions of the Quartet.  But he does not talk about the non commitment by Israel by legitimate resolutions and international law and humanitarian and international law as well as Israel's continuous violations of all these rules and norms.  

The Israeli delegate talks about opening its land and its concern for human rights, but he does not talk about violations of occupation forces of human rights of the Palestinian people in the Palestinian occupied territories.  

If he wants to talk about opening, then Israel has to end its occupation and its killing of Palestinian civilians and end its occupation of all occupied Palestinian territories including Eastern Jerusalem.  

What was mentioned by the Israeli delegate about justification of so-called the "Autumn Clouds" is a matter of fact an operation aiming at collective punishment of the Palestinian people.  And it represents a continued aggression against Palestinian civilians which has led to the killing of more than 60 Palestinian over the past few days including women, children and it has led to the destruction of the infrastructure and to the other amenities and to houses and to other private properties, and to the bombardment of mosques and preventing ambulances and medical groups to carry out their humanitarian tasks. 
Mr. Chairman, we confirm once again the importance of the work of the Special Committee and the need for it to continue its work, to finish its mandate as long as Israel is continuing its aggression and its violation of human rights.  And this confirms the importance of the work of this Committee.

In short, Mr. Chairman, as we have confirmed once again the main problem is the Israel occupation of the Palestinian territory including Eastern Jerusalem and other – other lands occupied by Israel since 1967.  

There will be no peace, no stability in the region without putting an end to this occupation, without enabling the Palestinian people to exercise its right to self-determination and to the establishment of its independent national state.

Mr. Chairman, the Israeli aggression against our Palestinian people in Gaza Strip is not what "Autumn Cloud" as called by Israel – it is as a matter of fact the clouds of occupation.  Thank you, sir.  

CHAIRMAN:  I thank the distinguished representative of Palestine for his statement.  I also understand the Islamic Republic of Iran would like to take the floor.  You have the floor, sir.
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

Mr. Chairman, today the Fourth Committee has repeatedly false publicated and baseless allegations made by a delegate of the Israeli regimen against my country.  The accusation made by a representative of a regimen that has been established on violence, occupation, state terrorism, crime against humanity, slaughter and bloodshed.  The history of the Israeli regime has shown that since its inception it has always been suffering from the lack of legitimacy.  So it is natural and predictable to see that its delegation here and there tries to make such publicated propaganda and groundless accusations against other countries as a remedy for its legitimacy.  

It has become a patent and, indeed, tired practice and smokescreen for a delegation of the Israel regimen to raise baseless and absurd allegation against other in different human fora in a failed and fruitless attempt to divert the attention of the international community from the horrendous terrorist acts and crimes against humanity that has been and continues to be perpetrated by the Israeli regimen in the Middle East.  My government categorically reject their baseless allegations against Iran that were repeated today in this Committee by the representative of the Israeli regimen.
The delegation of the Israeli regimen must explain to this Committee why his regimen has been perpetrating a never-ending practice of state terrorism, killing, war against, war crime and crime against humanity, occupation, violation of international law and agreements and paying no attention to the advisory opinion of the International Court of Justice regarding the construction of the illegal separation wall, the illegal wall that has been considered by the international community as a symbol of injustice and referred to as apartheid wall.  The Islamic Republic of Iran has always been supporting the Palestinian residents, resistance against foreign occupation, morally and politically, and continues its cooperation with any government established as a result of a democratic process.  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.  

CHAIRMAN:  I thank the distinguished representative of Islamic Republic of Iran for his intervention.  I will now give the floor to the Syrian Arab Republic.  You have the floor.

SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman, sir.  Representative of Israel has once again tried to draw attention and to divert our attention from the topic before us.  He tries to turn the discussion from the violation of human rights in the occupied territories to pretensions concerning the United Nations and the resources and other points involved.  He disregard the fact that the United Nations -- that Israel has not implemented the United Nations resolution.  That is the main reason why one gets the double measures.
The civility of the United Nations when it comes to pursuing the questions in general in regards to human rights in particular in the occupied territories is a responsibility that is historic and moral and legal which flows from the United Nations Charter itself and the representative of Israel pretends that the mandate of this committee is unilateral.
Therefore, he has said that, even though Israel has refused to receive the committee and plenty of research cannot claim that is a nonobjective committee, if he has nothing to hide, why did this successive government refuse to receive the committee?  What I have said proves that Israel continues to ignore and defy international legality.  And the present -- the Palestinian president in Damascus is a president that is linked to the problem of Palestinian refugees and the problem of occupation.
The policy of scattering accusations that are not backed by proof is a policy that Israel has always pursued.  When we speak of terrorism, the scenes we see every day show that Israel is an aggressive state which practice state terrorism and organized crime.  I would like to appeal, Mr. Chairman and ask that Israel be held responsible just for once and under the protection of international law because that would be the only way to preserve the results of the organization.

I thank you.

CHAIRMAN:  I thank the distinguished representative of Syrian Arab Republic for his intervention.  I now recognize the distinguished representative of Israel.
ISRAEL:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Chairman, I do not intend to prolong this absurd debate much further.  I would just like to say the following.
It is always very instructive to be lectured on terrorism by Syria and Iran which, of course, the world's two leading authorities on the subject.  It is no less comical to be lectured on human rights by representatives of some countries in this room which are famously open, liberal and democratic, where women, who make up half of the total population, are denied the most basic human rights and privileges, where the justice system is medieval and freedom of speech is a mythical concept, where limbs are amputated as a way of dispensing justice and sometimes women are forcefully circumcised.

Take my Sudanese colleague, for example.  He quoted some fantastical figures in his very entertaining speech concerning Palestinian casualties.  Perhaps he could also share with us the source of this information.  Perhaps it was the famously reliable and free Sudanese press.  Or perhaps my distinguished Sudanese colleague mistakenly confused the issue under discussion here with the genocidal activities of his own government in Darfur.

Or take, for example, my Iranian colleague.  He is sitting here representing one of the world's darkest regimes, headed by a Holocaust-denying president, all but ostracized by the international community and whose government is busy amassing weapons of mass destruction, where women are considered inferior and where people of other faiths are dismissed and hit as infidels.  The very fact that such a regime is happily embracing the Special Committee's report is highly indicative of that report's professional standards.

Yes, Mr. Chairman, the Fourth Committee has turned itself into the best theatre in town, where representatives of the world's most oppressive and backward-looking regimes take turns at criticizing the only democracy in the Middle East.  As I said before, Mr. Chairman, we are not beyond criticism and there's a lot that we can do better.  Many mistakes were committed and can be improved upon.  However, this is not the time, the place or the way to move forward.  We reiterate our call to the Fourth Committee to reinstate its reputation as a serious and reliable UN organ by terminating the mandate of the Special Committee once and for all.  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN:  I thank the distinguished representative of Israel for his intervention.  Sudan has asked for the floor.  You have the floor, sir.

SUDAN:  Thank you, sir.
The representative of the occupying entity of Israel mentioned the figures we listed in our statement.  I'd like to say that the figures come from the Special Committee and a report under consideration.  The figures mentioned by the Sudanese press are worse.  We don't really need to go to the Sudanese press to mention figures, because mass medias in general have recorded for every one to see the massacres against the Palestinians.  A tank shoots people, individuals in Palestinian streets, so there is nothing mysterious about that.

As to what happens in Sudan, this is not the right framework and we will soon see that the problem of Darfur will soon be resolved as we are making efforts to resolve that problem.  But to refer to the underdeveloped regimes, is there any worse underdevelopment than occupation, or is there any worse underdevelopment than to throw children into prisons and prevent doctors from functioning and patients from going to the hospitals?  Is there any worse than destroying homes and burying their inhabitants inside and to have 500 checkpoints?  Is there anyone that’s more underdeveloped than what UNRA mentioned as preventing them from helping the wounded?  I think Israel should be ashamed of mentioning this.  If the United Nations and its specialized bodies had given importance to Israeli practices and these were implemented just once, Israel would actually know, if it were to implement this, what is an underdeveloped entity.  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, Distinguished Representative of Sudan, for his intervention.  I now call on the Representative of the Syrian Arab Republic for the second intervention.  You have the floor, sir.

SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC:  I thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I apologize for asking for the floor once again, but the intransigence of the Israeli delegate and his insistence to lie has pushed me to talk.  The reports of the Committee are before us, Mr. Chairman, and the report submitted by the Special Rapporteur on the human rights situation in the Occupied Arab Territories since 1967, Mr. Gidor, all these reports indicate that Israel has continued to bombard the Gaza Strip, and it has continued its assassinations, which it has pursued all along history.

This policy by Israel, which cannot be described but a policy of terrorist gangsters, and these reports talk about the question of food, poverty, the obliteration of public health.  The Israeli delegate wants to avoid discussing these matters, which are the gist of our discussion, and he wants to talk about other matters.  This indicates that Israel has become bankrupt politically and it doesn’t have the scientific argument to present.  Israel is a unique aggressive phenomenon.  It is a settlement entity that practices state terror and organized crime in a very terrorist manner.

It has occupied Arab territories against international law and legitimate resolutions.  It stands against the international community.  The delegate of Israel pretends that its government, which we all know is an occupation government, he says that it is a democratic government.  But he on purpose wants to avoid saying that this government which wants to give us lessons in democracy has not respected the will of the Palestinian people and that his government has exercised -- he won’t say that his government has ex -- democratically -- unjustified terror without discrimination against defenseless people just because the Palestinian people has exercised its right to democracy.  The delegate of Israel has to know that democracy means the respect of the will of others.  He has to know that his government does not respect the will of others, but wants to enforce its will on others.

This so-called democratic government has detained the leadership of the Palestinian people, starting with Marwan Barghouti.  By the way, he is not a member of Hamas.  And then it has detained 64 parliamentarians and ministers, not to mention other acts of organized terror.

Once again, I would like to confirm the importance of the work and role of the Special Committee To Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Palestinian People and Other Arabs of the Occupied Territories.  It is the responsibility of the United Nations to deal with this matter.  Thank you, sir.
CHAIRMAN:  I thank the Distinguished Representative of the Syrian Arab Republic for his second intervention.  The Islamic Republic of Iran has asked for a second intervention.  You have the floor, sir.
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman, and I really apologize for taking the floor for the second time.  And we normally do not reply to the delegation of the Israeli regime at the time of reply, just to take one time.

But, however, he referred to a very, very comic, ridiculous and laughable matter, and that is the Israeli regime is enjoying the only democracy in the Middle East.  It’s very funny.  I couldn’t resist laughing at this sentence at all.  So if this is the model of democracy, I personally prefer not to have it at all.  A democracy which results in establishing a government that’s behaving like a savage animal, killing the people, massacring.  Still terrorism is in its record and is continuing to be in its record.  So that is what I wanted to tell you and inform the other colleagues.  Thank you very much.

CHAIRMAN:  I thank the Distinguished Representative of the Islamic Republic of Iran for his second intervention.  Tomorrow we shall conclude our general debate on Item Number 32.  At this stage, I should like to inform delegations that draft resolutions on both Items 31 and 32 have been submitted before the agreed deadline yesterday afternoon.  These draft resolutions are schedule to be issued on Thursday.  We shall therefore, at our scheduled meeting on Thursday, the 9th of November, hear introduction of these draft resolutions.  We shall also make a decision on how to proceed and when to take action on these draft resolutions.

If no delegation wishes to take the floor at this stage, I intend to adjourn the meeting.  Meeting is adjourned.

[END]

