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CHAIRMAN:  I thank the Ms. Samar for her statement.  The floor is now open for any comments and questions, delegations may have for Ms. Samar.  I give the floor now to the distinguished representative of Sudan.

MR. ABDLHALIM, SUDAN:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.  My country’s delegation would first like to thank Mrs. Sima Samar, the Special Rapporteur on the human rights situation in Sudan, for her report which is at present under examination.  And here we would like to confirm our cooperation with her.  This has been reflected in the three visits she has made to Sudan since she was appointed in August last year.  This approach has constantly been adopted by my country in its interactions with all the human rights mechanisms active in Sudan because we wish to assume our responsibilities in the human rights sphere and to comply with our obligations under international instruments on human rights that we have signed.
This fact was mentioned by the Special Rapporteur in her report.  These instruments are the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the International Covenant on the Economic, Social and Political Rights, the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the International Convention on the Prevention of All Forms of Discrimination, the Convention on the Prohibition of the Crime of Genocide, and the Convention on Slavery of 1962.  Apart from that we have ratified the two additional optional protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the Child and we have submitted our first report under the Optional Protocol on the Prohibition of Pornography and Sexual Exploitation of Children, in addition to many regional – the many regional conventions that we have ratified.
Mr. Chairman, Sudan, since it signed the Southern Overall Peace Agreement on the 9th of January 2005, has undergone grandiose changes in peace and development and in terms of political participation, as well as the exercise of rights and fundamental freedoms.  This has been expressed in the establishment of institutions and these institutions established thanks to the peace agreement, a peace agreement that we are now implementing with great energy.

Responsible dialogue is now going on among the various parties in order to resolve the outstanding issues with regard to residents in the Sudan.  Positive measures have also been taken in this same context.  The content of the report by the Special Rapporteur with regard to the implementation of the peace agreement is lacking in clarity and clear vision of reality.  Some imprecise information has been submitted, severely lacking in realism.  We believe that the three visits made by the Special Rapporteur to Sudan as well as the tremendous opportunity that she had to meet with the high authorities as well as her visits to the South and other provinces, as well as other facilities granted to her (which she mentions in her report) in our view would have enabled her to form a clear picture of the various phases of implementation of the peace agreement, which is based upon an understanding that goes beyond the establishment of institutions and which goes on to the implementation phase.
It would have been preferable for the Special Rapporteur to exhort the international community to honor its commitments to the peace agreement, which is now two years old – the young peace agreement still only two years old at the most.  Commitments made by the international community and it would have been better for the Special Rapporteur to call upon the international community to honor its commitments to that young peace agreement.  The commitments made by the international community at the Oslo Conference in order to take up the challenges of demobilization, rehabilitation, reintegration in society and the implementation of development projects in a country tired by civil war that has lasted for several years, a war that has been an impediment to development, to renaissance and to a dignified life on the part of a great people. 

We have not stopped at that.  Our will has not been confined within the bounds of the Global Peace Agreement.  We have added to that the signing of the Abuja Agreement for Peace in Darfur.  The signing of the Abuja Agreement in May of this year, five months ago, expresses our will for peace and our concern to stop the sufferings of our people in Darfur under the auspices of the African Union and a generous invitation from our brother country, Nigeria.  

We have started to implement that agreement which, as I’ve said, is only five months old.  We have tried to implement it by promulgating Presidential Decrees under which Mr. Minnawi is appointed the head of the Liberation Movement in Sudan, as the First Assistant of the President of the Republic.  He is First Assistant of the President of the Republic.

We have also established other organs to implement the peace agreement and this has been reflected in the establishment of interim regional authority in Darfur, a commission for compensation of persons affected by the war in Darfur, a fund for compensation of persons affected by war in Darfur, as well as the fund for reconstruction, as well as a commission to demarcate frontiers.  This is in addition to the efforts of the government and its attempts to cooperate with the international community and the humanitarian field.  We have also facilitated access to humanitarian assistance in camps and we have presented an action plan to the African Union to disarm the militia.
We are also continuing in our efforts to convince armed movements that reject the agreement to come and join it and to join the March for Peace in Darfur in order to put an end to the sufferings of the people and to put an end to all the consequences of the war.

And in order to sustain the efforts undertaken by the government, the international community should exert pressure in order to see that armed groupings join the peace agreement, this being the only way of resolving all the problems that exist still in Darfur.  

Mr. Chairman, Mme. Special Rapporteur, the legal system in Darfur is one of the oldest in the region.  It is characterized by total independence which is ensured by the law and has been so from the beginnings of time.  And it is guaranteed by the traditional constitution.  And the independence of the judiciary has never been put in doubt.  Doubt has never been cast on it and Sudanese justice has continued to try to put an end to impunity.  

Within that framework we have established several courts or tribunals to deal with the so-called crimes committed in Darfur.  We have the Criminal Court for Darfur in 2005 and two other courts also established in the year 2005.  These courts are there to deal with serious crimes as well as violations of international humanitarian law.  They have started their work.  They have already dealt with a number of cases and they have handed down sentences.  These cases include cases where persons belonging to government forces have been punished because no one is above the law.  And even immunity granted to persons occupying constitutional posts does not offer absolute immunity.

And we would like to mention the letter addressed on the 11th of May 2006 by the High Commissioner for Refugees to pay tribute to the action taken by the high ranking officers to ensure justice.  And there are several of such cases which are awaiting further investigation and they are present before the court.  Thus, the government is making efforts to combat violence against women in Darfur and within that framework the government has launched a global plan and has established governmental committees to implement the law – the plan.  And several women policemen have been deployed in Darfur.

There is a unit set up by the Ministry of Justice which is implementing various projects in the four different parts of Darfur.  

Mr. Chairman, the Special Rapporteur mentioned the situation in the East of the Sudan and here I would like to point out that negotiations hosted by Eritrea with the eastern part of the Sudan have been crowned with great success and this success is to be added to the efforts of peace and development in the country.
Last Saturday, on the 14th of October, we saw the signature of an agreement between the government of National Unity and the Eastern Front together with several regional representatives.  That agreement contains protocol on the sharing of wealth and power, on security, fund for the reconstruction of the East, covering five years and amounting to $600 million.  And representatives of the Eastern Front occupy posts in the Presidency of the Republic as well as other posts in the executive and legislative bodies of the country.

This is designed to close the doors to tension in the Eastern part of the country so that we can busy ourselves with peace and reconstruction.  Therefore, what the Special Rapporteur said about the situation in the East is something that belongs to the past.

All that she said belongs to the past because the Eastern areas of the country are now involved in the peace process and it is a pleasure for us to be able to tell the members of this Committee that the government of Sudan yesterday declared the lifting of the emergency situation in that region and the start of an era of peace and stability.

Mr. Chairman, the report refers to the displacement of inhabitants of the northern province because of the Merowe dam which is one of the major development projects in the Sudan.  And we are all aware of the benefits of this dam for the economy of the country.  I think that the mention made in the report is exaggerated and it has nothing whatsoever to do with reality because thanks to wisdom and dialogue with the inhabitants of the region we have been able to arrive at a solution whereby they are compensated for the land used in the construction of the dam, which is one of the biggest dams in Sudan and in the whole region.

We have therefore set up a situation where the people of Sudan can expect a fallout from the dam, beneficial fallout from the dam in the coming years.  So the consequences of the signing of the Global Peace Agreement and the national efforts are continuing.  The consequences are still there and the efforts are continuing in a determined way.  

There are Constitutional Committees that are presently deciding which laws need revision.  And the legislative arm of government is in the process of amending these laws.  We have promulgated a law on human labor and voluntary labor last March, after a reform which was the result of very broad consultation.  Mr. Chairman, all these efforts in various different areas are aimed at a consolidation and promotion of human rights.  

There is an attempt to promote and protect human rights and fundamental freedoms which are proved in the Constitution on the basis of citizenship which is a criteria both for rights and obligations in a country that aspires to overall peace and sustainable development.  These are efforts that require partnership on the part of the international community and they require that the international community honors its commitment to support these grandiose plans to cancel out the Sudanese debt and to provide the necessary assistance to carry out construction projects.  And here we would like to reaffirm our determination to continue to cooperate in the field of human rights, this being the only way of smoothing out all the existing difficulties.  It is the only means of leveling out the existing difficulties because confrontation and tension can only lead to further crisis.  That can be the only result – a greater tension and a lack of dialogue.  

The government of National Unity confirms its commitment to continue to implement the peace agreements that were responsibly signed and signed with determination, a determination to continue efforts to see that peace and stability reign ultimately in all parts of the country.

Thank you very much, indeed, Mr. Chairman.  

CHAIRMAN:  I thank the Permanent Representative of Sudan.  I now give the floor to the distinguished representative of Yemen.  
YEMEN:  Mr. Chairman, I too through you would like to thank the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Sudan for her report to the Third Committee.  Mr. Chairman, my delegation has considered that report.  From our first reading we have noted that the Rapporteur did make several visits to Sudan and held several interviews with competent government authorities in Sudan.  I think that the reply of the Sudanese government and the continued visits of the Rapporteur demonstrate that there is a real problem, but at the same time that there is a real desire of the Sudanese authorities to resolve those problems by means of fraternal dialogue and consultations with a view to reaching a final solution to this problem – a solution that would be acceptable to all parties in Sudan.
My question is as follows:  Does Mme. Samar believe that by giving an opportunity to all Sudanese factions to find its solution to the domestic problems which would be free from any foreign pressure since there is a peace agreement in Darfur signed by all Sudanese parties and agreement on the part of the international authorities to convince those factors that remain outside to adhere to that overarching agreement with a view to make it possible for the Sudanese people to pursue development and live in lasting peace instead of their being confrontation and escalation of tensions?  Thank you.
CHAIRMAN:  I thank the distinguished representative of Yemen.  I now give the floor to the distinguished representative of Egypt

EGYPT:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  First of all, I would like to commend the rapporteur for the effort that was being done in this report and for the excellent presentation that was given to us today. 
However, there seems to be a few things that – a little bit – seem to be a little bit confusing to me.  First of all, I think this is the Third Committee and at the same time the report should be focused on human rights.  However, I see a lot of political nuances in this report.  

I can understand, of course, I mean there has been a lot of talk recently on the situation in Darfur and it’s been in the media everywhere.  So I can see where exactly the influence comes from.  

However, I think the political issues normally in the UN are being dealt with different committees and different organs of the UN, and the Third Committee normally deals and focuses on issues of human rights.  And I think the nuances makes me feel a little bit uncomfortable as regards to looking at the report in terms of a very objective way.

The other thing also – I mean I think it’s – I’m not so sure but I think the language I’ve read in many parts of the report – I’ve seen them somewhere before.  They’ve been reflected may be in – you can correct me on that.  Maybe on reports to the Security Council or to other organs.  

But anyway, my question that I really want to make here – the mandate of the Rapporteur as indicated by resolution 2000/82 of the Commission on Human Rights – sorry, 2005/82 – when I look into it I see that Article 8 is the one concerned with establishing the mandate of the Special Rapporteur and it reads, “Decides to establish the mandate of a Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Sudan for one year and requests the Special Rapporteur to monitor the situation of the human rights in the Sudan and to submit an interim report to the General Assembly at its 60th Session and to report to the Commission at its 62nd Session.”  
So I think this is the 61st Session, so why are we having this report?  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN:  I thank the distinguished representative of Egypt.  I would like to urge delegates to be brief and concise since we have six more speakers and I give two minutes to each.  I give the floor now to the distinguished representative of Finland.
SWITZERLAND:  Mr. Chairman, the Special Rapporteur should receive our thanks for her statement and report that contains several recommendations that we have heeded.  We’re very concerned by the continued deterioration of the situation of human rights in Darfur and urge all parties to the conflict to respect their international obligations, particularly international humanitarian law and human rights.  

We call upon all parties to do their utmost to protect the civilian population and guarantee the security of humanitarian personnel.  We are convinced that repeated violations of international humanitarian law and human rights will jeopardize the building of peace in Sudan.

According to you, Mme. Samar, what are the principles or elements of an economic, political and/or logistical nature that could damage the implementation of the recommendations that you made – that you addressed to the belligerent parties?  What role can the international community play to facilitate the implementation of those recommendations, thereby contributing to improving in a meaningful way the situation of human rights in Darfur.  Thank you.  

CHAIRMAN:  I thank the distinguished representative of Switzerland.  I give the floor now to the distinguished representative of Islamic Republic of Iran.  The floor is yours, Madame.

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF IRAN:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Through you I’d like to thank Ms. Samar for her very interesting and expanded kind of statement and reporting on the situation of Sudan.  While I was listening to your statement and noticed that during the – within the six months – if I’m not mistaken – you have visited three times to the area to the country and that is – I think we should look at it very positively.  It just came to my mind that exactly yesterday at this time we were listening to a Special Rapporteur on Occupied Palestinian Territories.  And it is six years that he has been in this post.  He has not been able to even have any visit to this country to the country that he has reporting every year twice.  
So in that conclusion, I just want to say that I look at it very positively.  It shows the eagerness of the government of Sudan that want to cooperate and want to start and continue on dialogue.  And through – we believe that through cooperation and dialogue and coordination of the United Nations the conflict will be resolved very soon.  We hope.

My question is on the rebels, or the other party, if I can get some information from you that how are the party that are in this conflict – how they are behaving or if there is any – to you – if there are any violations from the other party of human rights to this conflict or adding more complexity to this party?  
If I’m wrong, I did not hear much about what – if they are really violating any human rights issues – the other party?  Or if you see that others, other party or other rebels are doing anything, what are your recommendations to them as well?

Thank you, thank you, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN:  I thank the distinguished representative of Islamic Republic of Iran.  I give the floor now to the distinguished representative of China.

CHINA:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  The Chinese delegation wishes to thank Ms. Samar for her presentation and would like to make the following observations.  

As one of the least developed countries, Sudan has waged a long struggle with poverty and diseases.  Armed conflict has added to the burden of the government of the Sudan in the promotion and protection of human rights.  However, the government of the Sudan never stopped its effort in promoting and protecting human rights.  

In her report, the Special Rapporteur pointed out that in 2005, Sudan launched an action plan to combat violence against women and strengthened relevant institutions. 

China is pleased to note that the government of the Sudan has conducted good cooperation with the Special Rapporteur and demonstrated Sudan’s sincerity to cooperate with international community in human rights.  

Mr. Chairman, peace is the prerequisite of survival and development of mankind.  And China hopes to see an early resolution to the question of Darfur.  We also hope that the Special Rapporteur will through further dialogues and cooperation continue to play a constructive role in achieving the long lasting peace in human rights in Sudan.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN:  Distinguished delegates, for your own information I have the following countries on my list:  Finland, Syrian Arab Republic, Cuba, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Saudi Arabia, Canada, Kuwait.  So I urge you to be brief and concise.  

I give the floor now to the distinguished representative of Finland.  
FINLAND:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  
The European Union would like to express its strong support for your mandate, Dr. Sima Samar, and your excellent work in its fulfillment.  The EU welcomes the cooperation established with the Sudanese authorities during your three visits to the country.  
According to recent UN reports, violence against women and children, including sexual and gender based violence, by warring groups in the Darfur region is reaching alarming levels.  According to many UN agencies and actors, there is evidence that culprits are being actively sought by the government of Sudan, let alone punished for their crimes.  

What measures as a matter of priority do you recommend to the members of the UN and especially to the government of Sudan to end violence against women and children and to end the culture of impunity?  

Secondly, recent reports confirm that the curtailment of freedom of expression and freedom of press, journalists reporting on human rights concerns have faced murder, suspension and arrest.  Has the government taken up measures to address the deteriorating situation?  

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

CHAIRMAN:  I thank the distinguished representative of Finland.  I give the floor now to the distinguished representative of Syrian Arab Republic.

SYRIAN ARAB REPUBLIC:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  We would like to thank Mme. Samar for her presentation a few moments ago.  We were interested in her view of matters since the signature of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement and the establishment of the national government.  The Sudanese government has since that time worked to discharge that agreement properly in accordance with the international community.  Progress has been made in all areas over a short period.  

But rebel movements have impeded the peace process and I think that there is a degree of reluctance and negligence in addressing the errors committed by the rebel movements.  And this leads them to step up their active violence in violation of the peace agreement.  We should approach this seriously and not always point our fingers at the Sudanese government when it tries to protect its own national sovereignty and territorial integrity against the active aggression perpetrated by them.  It’s as if there were a desire to ruin Sudan.  

We’d like to hear what Mme. Samar’s view is in this connection.  We know full well that in a similar environment it is very hard to ensure that all human rights are exercised.  We also know that the media is exaggerating when addressing the question of human rights in Sudan.

I thank you, sir.

CHAIRMAN:  I thank the distinguished representative of the Syrian Arab Republic.  Cuba has the floor.

CUBA:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  First and foremost, we want to thank Mme. Samar for her report.  The author of that report drew the attention of the Sudanese government and the international community to an analysis of the causes of the conflict, asked us to analyze those causes.  She said that one of the causes has been the attempt to split the country asunder and this has been seen throughout the history of this conflict.  We think that some of the questions raised here on recommendations addressed to member states do not mean that there would be any kind of intervention of parties, extraneous to the party.  Rather, there must be a call to reason and to dialogue among the parties.  
In this connection, our delegation would like to ask the Rapporteur as a part of addressing the causes of the conflict, from her view, from her visits, and from what she has understood from what the government parties have said as well, are there parties that truly are interested in reaching a stable peace?  

In the past it’s been accused – it’s been said that the government didn’t want to.  There have been events in recent years, recent months and we’d like to know who still is reluctant to enter into an agreement or to accept an agreement or settlement in this conflict?  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN:  I thank the distinguished representative of Cuba.  I give the floor now to the distinguished representative of Libyan Arab Jamahiriya.

LIBYAN ARAB JAMAHIRIYA:  [INAUDIBLE] Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.  There is a report on Sudan and human rights in Sudan and in that report, there is an emphasis placed on the fact that the government is trying to comply with its obligations under all international instruments and conventions on the promotion of human rights to which Sudan has adhered in a voluntary manner.

Because the Sudanese government that is involved in negotiations with all factions and parties and has been so for several years, with the assistance of the African Union, has signed a peace agreement in the south of Sudan.  And this is also a reflection of the commitment to the government to comply with all the provisions of the agreements without having the need to call upon external pressure which might interfere with the domestic affairs of Sudan.  

Destruction is easy, Mr. Chairman, but reconstruction requires a great deal of time and energy.  Sudan has always been ready for a negotiation.  But this means that those efforts and negotiations should be supported by Arab governments, African governments and governments all over the world, so that the country can go ahead with the achievement of reconstruction and security.  

CHAIRMAN:  I thank the distinguished representative of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya.  I now give the floor to the distinguished representative of Saudi Arabia.  

SAUDI ARABIA:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I’d like to thank the Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Sudan.  
I have attentively followed what the Special Rapporteur has said as well as the statement made by the delegation of Sudan.  From what has been said, there are indices that attest to the determination of Sudan to cooperate with the international community to improve the situation of human rights in Sudan.  

He reaffirmed the fact that they would honor their commitments, but, as you know, that takes time before the necessary steps can be taken to improve the situation.  This is particularly true because Sudan is going through a hard time so far as peace is concerned.  So Sudan really needs more time.  

Their national choices must be respected and they must receive international support to ensure that their efforts will be successful in improving the human rights situation in the country.  

CHAIRMAN:  I thank the representative of Saudi Arabia.  [INAUDIBLE] representative of Canada.

CANADA:  Thank you, Mr. President.  Canada would like to take this opportunity to thank the Special Rapporteur for her extensive report on the human rights situation in Sudan.  Canada shares your many concerns regarding the human rights situation throughout Sudan and the need for full implementation of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement, the Darfur Peace Agreement and the Eastern Sudan Peace Agreement as a step towards insuring basic rights for the populations of Sudan.

Canada is particularly concerned by the ongoing sexual and gender based violence which reports indicate have intensified, particularly in Darfur in recent months.  Despite limited efforts by the government of Sudan, through the creation of State Committees, specialized police units and action plan for the elimination of violence in Darfur, these efforts have remained largely ineffective.

Our question:  What role can the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights and the international community play in making these initiatives more effective?  

Thank you.

CHAIRMAN:  I thank the distinguished representative of Canada.  I give the floor now to the distinguished representative of Kuwait.  

KUWAIT:  Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.  First of all, I would like to offer my thanks to Mrs. Sima Samar who is the special representative on human rights in the Sudan, for the very praiseworthy effort she has made to finalize her report.
My delegation would also like to pay tribute to the transparency shown by the government of Sudan in all its relationships with the Special Rapporteur and in particular for having enabled the Special Rapporteur to visit Sudan three times.  
Mr. Chairman, I think everybody agrees on the fact that one needs to act more effectively if one is to improve the situation in some parts of the Sudan, and in particular, Darfur.  However, it is also necessary to underline the obstacles in the way of the Sudanese government, preventing it from achieving the very much hoped for objective that peace reign in the whole of the Sudan.  

As far as the situation in Darfur is concerned, my delegation would condemn all forms of violation of human rights in that region.  And we make an appeal that all peace initiatives be applied in Sudan.  And on the principles that we are members of the League of Arab States, we have adopted the resolution adopted by the League in support of the mission of the United Nations to Darfur as a guarantee of peace in that region.
We would also like to pay tribute to the peace agreement signed by the Sudanese government with the eastern part of the country.  And we hope that that agreement will become a basis for reestablishment of peace in Sudan.

Thank you very much.

CHAIRMAN:  I thank the representative of the State of Kuwait.  I give the floor to the representative of Algeria.

ALGERIA:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  
I would like to thank Mme. Samar for her report on the situation in Sudan.  My delegation welcomes cooperation that has been provided to her by the government of Sudan to facilitate her mission.
The situation gives rise to concern.  This cannot be detached from peace, security and human rights, tripartite position.  The obstacles that are being confronted are aggravating the situation.  The international community, I believe, should focus on causes underlying this situation.  It should assist the government of Sudan to implement the peace agreements entered into by the Sudanese parties.  It should also pressure those who have yet not joined in those agreements.  

Mr. Chairman, the Rapporteur has said in her statement that the peace plan in Darfur has not brought peace.  Don’t you think, Madame, that it’s a bit premature to make such an assessment?  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN:  I thank the distinguished representative of Algeria.  I give the floor now to Ms. Samar to respond to the questions raised. 
SIMA SAMAR:  Thank you, Mr. President, and thank you to all the speakers.  

Once again, I would like to thank the government of Sudan for their real cooperation and openness for my visit.  I visited Sudan three times in the past year, not in six months, just to [INAUDIBLE] of that.  
I did mention the positive steps which the Sudan government took on the report because the time was so limited I could not read all of the report to you.  So that was a short statement that I made and I mentioned the issues that was needed to mention from human rights point of view.  
On the judiciary system which the Excellency Ambassador from Sudan mentioned, the judiciary system in Sudan – yes, as he said, it might be functional in Khartoum, but I’ve been to three states of Darfur myself and especially in West Darfur, this time, there was only two prosecutors in the state for more than a million people.  And they said that they do not have enough staff and they do not have enough resources in order to tackle the issues of justice in the whole state.  
Recently they announced that eight prosecutors would be in the state, but two of them only was there and one of the reasons they said, most of the people do not want to come to the state because of the situation, because of the poverty over there and the lack of facilities for somebody to live.  So this is unfortunately a reality over there.
On the gender, sexual gender-based violence, yes, there is an action plan.  It’s a committee which was under the Ministry of Justice and there is an action plan made.  And there is three state committees.  

In West Darfur, it was not functional, but in the other one, they asserted their work.  But again, they didn’t have enough staff and also resources in order to really do the work and be very effective.  

The problem is that the gender-based violence or the perpetrator on sexual violence has not been brought to justice.  It was few positive cases recently but compared to the number of the cases, the person – the people who brought to justice is very, very low.  So what we tried to encourage in order to stop this – the impunity on the gender-based violence to have more proactive action by the government.  And it’s the responsibility of the Sudan government to protect their citizens.

On the peace – we all know that there is a three peace agreement in Darfur right now.  One is CPA, Comprehensive Peace Agreement that it did stop the fight between the South and North, which is a positive step.  But there was a lot of other steps that have to be taken after the signing of the peace agreement.  There is a delay on the implementation of the peace agreement.  So that’s why we are concerned.

The delay, when I say it’s delayed according to the timetable that they already made for themselves.

There is a peace agreement in Darfur which is signed in May.  It’s only five months.  I think as our associate from Algeria, I think, asked the question.  It is at least after the signing of the agreement, the situation, the security situation should have been better than not getting worse.  But the security situation got worse.  And it’s more fighting.  And I don’t – I’m not there to say that it’s only government who is fighting.  It’s the rebel group also trying to take the territory and because of that it’s fighting and the civilians are caught between the fighting.  So it’s not only government.

I mean the government would fight [INAUDIBLE] somebody else is fighting with the government.  So the civilian is caught by both sides of the fighting and they are the victims.  
On the issue of why I report this time.  Last year when I was appointed in this position, I didn’t have enough time.  I had made only one visit and I had an oral statement in the General Assembly in October 27.  But my mandate was extended for another month from all the Special Rapporteurs because of the Human Rights Commission transition to Human Rights Council.  So that’s why I am reporting again here now.  This is the Egypt question.
And I don’t see it very political because I’m not interested on Sudan.  I’m not a neighbor of Sudan and I don’t have any clashes with Sudan.  In fact, I’m from Afghanistan, very far from Sudan.  So I don't have any political interest.
But I don’t see human rights, insecurity, injustice outside of politics.  Unfortunately, this is part of the politics.  The respect for human rights and human dignity is political act unfortunately.  

I think I did insist on the support of the international community because, if you go from Khartoum up to the south and the Darfur area, there is a need, quite strong need for financial support and also technical support in order to establish, in order to be able to implement the peace agreement.  So it’s the international community should support the government of Sudan and should support the people of Sudan in order to find a solution for their problem.  There is no doubt – nobody can say that there is no problem in Sudan.  There is a problem.  There’s a political problem.  There is a security problem.  There is a human rights violation very clearly.  So the international community should support the Sudan government and Sudanese people in order to finish this problem.  
And I think it’s clear in my report that the rebel group also does have violation of human rights in the Iran question.  

On the question from Finland, I think the government has to take a stronger step to bring the perpetrator of any kind of violation to justice to stop the culture of impunity.  

On the question of Cuba, who doesn’t want to bring peace?  I think it’s different actors within the Sudan government who doesn’t want to bring peace.  And I clearly mentioned that there should be more support by international community to African Union in order to be able to protect the civilians.
On the question of Canada, I think there should be more support for the AU to provide more protection.  The gender – sexual violence and gender-based violence in Darfur is a rise because AU is not able to fully do their job.  For example, when the women were going to collect some firewood or some grass, it was usually there was a patrol by AU with them in order to protect them from any sexual abuses.  But because of the security situation was deteriorating, and some AU people were killed – and everybody knows it – so they stopped to provide patrol to those women who are going to collect firewood.  So there was more sexual based violence because there was no kind of protection for them.  So I think it should be again, since AU is staying and they increase their number, it should be more financial support and logistical support to the AU in order to be able to provide more effective function and provide more protection to the women in the country.

I think again for peace in Darfur, after signing an agreement, I think it’s always not only in Sudan, in any other country the situation, the security situation should be – should get better.  Yes, it’s five months, but they put a timetable for some action which they are behind of that timetable.  

And once again, I would like to thank the government of Sudan for their cooperation and I would like to say and express, especially to the Egyptian, that I don’t have any political agenda in Sudan.  My interest is to do my job.  Thank you very much.

CHAIRMAN:  I thank the distinguished delegate [INAUDIBLE] I give the floor now to the distinguished representative of Egypt. 

EGYPT:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

Well, first of all, I assume I was somehow misunderstood because I understand that the Special Rapporteur is an independent expert working in the field and definitely I was not referring to anything with relation to her expertise or her capabilities or whatever. I was basically referring to two main things:  first of all, that this report should have been presented last year.  Now there is a problem – there is a resolution from the Security Council and everybody is trying to find a way to implement it.  Everybody is trying to find a way to help the Sudanese government.  So presenting the report at this point in time is a way of putting pressure on the Sudanese government, whereas we are – we all agree that at this time for quiet diplomacy at this time.  That’s one thing.
The other thing is we’re all humans.  We all read papers.  We all watch the news and so on.  And it’s very understandable that you know some nuances could be imposed on us or whatever.  But however, this report as I can see it, it’s a note by the Secretary General and so long as it is a Third Committee, I think the way it is channeled to this Committee, it should have been a little bit more filtered, the report itself so that we can take out the political aspects.

Some of the political aspects I would like to refer to here.  They include even not only political assessment, but even political forecast.  Politicians normally don’t approach that area because it’s a very treacherous one.

Paragraph 83, the beginning of it, it says, “All signs suggest that there will be an escalation of violence.”  This judgment – I don't think any politician would even make it and I hate to see it in a UN report.  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN:  I thank the distinguished representative of Egypt.  I give the floor now to distinguished representative of United States.  
UNITED STATES:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  Just listening to the dialogue taking place here today and I was wondering if the Special Rapporteur had an opinion regarding the January 1st takeover of the UN mission in Darfur and its effect on peace and security in the region? 

And also, would like to ask if, if in her work and dialogue with the government of Sudan, and some recommendations that she has made here today and enumerated, how many of those recommendations has she actually seen some implementation process go forward in a way that would have an impact on the ground?  Thank you.

CHAIRMAN:  I give the floor to Ms. Samar to respond to the questions raised.
SIMA SAMAR:  I think I would like to again to say that I was appointed last year in September.  Then I had an oral statement in October 27 in the General Assembly.  There was no time for me to write the report and I had only a short visit to Sudan, a week before that.  
Then I submitted the report to the Human Rights Commission with the Human Rights Commission is transitional to Human Rights Council.  I think they decided that they extend the mandate of all the Special Rapporteurs and they required that I can submit my report this year.  So it’s not personal.
Secondly, I think on the language as he mentioned, I think the issues of human rights can have one language or similar language.  It’s not that I copied from other peoples.  We did write the report ourselves.  So whatever judgment you would like to do it, it’s your own right.
On the question of the United States, I think the government of Sudan or the people which I saw every time in Sudan, they promised and they said that they are going to change, especially on this time we were focusing more on the changing of the legislation because the interim National Constitution is different from the previous law.  And all the legislation has to be according to that and they said it’s 63 law.  They already tried to change those.  And it’s in front of [INAUDIBLE] or it’s going to the parliament.  But in April they didn’t really discuss the laws and in October they decided to do – they said that they are trying to do that.

I had a meeting with the – for example – with the acting National Security Director because the same laws apply til now.  They didn’t change much.  But they promised that they are changing a lot of things and they said they even gone to South Africa in order to see how their doing their works as a national security.

National security right now is still today in Sudan is arresting people instead of – torturing sometimes the people instead of only collecting the information and giving advice to the government.  So these are the things that they promised that they would do, including the changing of the law.  And I think if the law and the legislation change, according to the interim National Constitution and also according to international standards, then they will be itself should be enforced – those laws should be enforced and then, if law enforced, there’s – human rights violation is getting naturally lesser than it should be.  So that kind of recommendation the government was listening and really they were going to dialogue.  That was very clear.
But again, I insist that it’s the responsibility of the government to protect the human rights of their own citizens.  
CHAIRMAN:  I understand that the distinguished permanent representative of Sudan would like to take the floor for the second time.  The floor is yours, sir.

SUDAN:  Thank you very much, Your Excellency.  It is only to thank you for your brilliant captaincy and brilliant leadership of this Committee, and also to thank Dr. Samar for her explanations on the various questions.  And also to thank the various interventions, the various statements that were submitted and raised by all colleagues in this Committee.
We know, Mme. Samar, that geographically Afghanistan and Sudan are far by geography but the people of Afghanistan is very close to our hearts.  

One message came clear from the debate today is that dialogue should be our guidelines.  Cooperation should continue.  Sudan is for cooperation and for dialogue.  And I would like to assure all who are present here, all well-wishers of Sudan and its people that the government is determined to promote and to strengthen this cooperation and to go on without any hindrances in implementation of the three agreements – the CPA, the DPA and the Eastern Front Agreement signed recently, some few days ago.  We are committed to the welfare of our people.  We are committed to the stability and security of our people.  The protection of our people is our priority and we will pursue that with the support and encouragement of the international community.  

Thank you very much, Your Excellency.

CHAIRMAN:  I thank the distinguished representative of Sudan for his statement and for his kind words addressed to me.  I thank the distinguished delegates.  I give the floor to Ms. Samar.

SIMA SAMAR:  Once again, I would like to thank Mr. President and also all the delegates.  And the final statement would be coming from a country like Afghanistan is that the pain of one specific country or one people will not stay in their own boundary wall.  We have to work together in order to solve the problem of humanity, not really specific country or specific group of people or even a group of tribes.  So I think there is need for more dialogue, more understanding and more cooperation and more financial support specifically for Sudan.  But, of course, the culture of impunity has to be stopped in Sudan also.  

CHAIRMAN:  I thank the distinguished representative and Ms. Samar for their questions and for her informative answers.  

