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Excellencies, Madame High Comrnissloner,_Mr. President

Fam pleased on behalf of the Unlted Arab Emirates to extend to you Mr.

President, our congratulatlons on your assumptlon of the presidency of the

Human Rights- Council. - I-am-confident- that you: Wlll successfully lead the
~ Council tl’llS year in carrylng out lts rmportant mandate ’

‘I am also grateful to your predecessor Ambassador Henczel for hrs work‘ o

3 nd express my smcerest appreuatlon for the efforts made to promote andj
| _protect human rlghts by the H|gh Commlssmner for Human nghts Her

Excellency Mrs Naw Plllay

:I would Ilke to take th:s opportunlty to speak about the efforts that the UAE"

s maklng to promote human rights at home and abroad about the severe

; challenges to human rlghts we' are facmg |n ‘our regron and about how we
- fnight” strengthen the Human nghts Councrl’s capacrty to address these_

pressmg iSSUES T o e

' _Mr _Preside'nt,'--

-The UAE is deeply commltted to promotmg respect for human nghts and__ .

'-fundamental freedoms In a reg|on m wh:ch we see ‘the damagmg |mpact

- of youth unemployment a palnful rise in sectarlan confl[ct and the riskofa

e regressmn in. womens rtghts the UAE stands as a beacon of hope
' opportuntty and tolerance o

_ The UAE has a prosperous somety and a dlverse economy wrth strong B '
'.human development ‘We have :nvested in people and promoted economic

freedoms All crttzens and resrdents ‘have access to educatlon and

| healthcare and the UAE ranks 41St in the world on the UN's Human
Development Index. In the UN’ S new Happmess Index we rank 14th globally .

and f[rst in the Arab world



We have a tolerant m'ulticultural society in which people of more than
200 different nationalities live harmonrously together, freely worshrplng in
their churches, temples or mosques and shielded. by a common legal
system. We resolutely reject forces of rellglous intolerance. '

We see the empowerment of women as" fundamental for: ‘our |
B development as, a’ modern, progressive society. Women participate:
| meanlngfully in every facet of civic, economic and polltrcal life. in the UAE,
and work in the judiciary, police, mllitary, diplomatic corps, and the. pnvate
sector. Women- hold 66% of government jobs and comprrse 70% of
university graduates, Whlch is the highest rate in the world. The UN ranks
' the UAE-hi_ghest. in th_e Arab world on gender equallty and 40 globally.

o We have an extenswe strategy for safeguardrng the r:ghts of workers. The N

"UAE's status as an attractive place of work for people’ from around the .

world has made ita major recipient’ of foreign Iabour wh|ch is of course of -

‘benefit to both them and us. We have ratified nine major ILO" conventions

related-to the 'right's of wo'rker's and we have adopted numerous laws to

. protect workers’ rlghts rncludlng in the areas of recru:tment pay, housmg
and health ' | '

Due to the Iarge number of forergn workers in the UAE thls contmues to
be a major focus for Ieglslatlve and executive improvements. We have
' stepped up the enforcement of labour protect|ons by the end of 2012,

"_215 000 compames were paylng about 3.2 million workers through a

' recently mtroduced Wage Protect|on System and in 2012 the l\/lmlstry of
Labour conducted 162 413 inspection visits’ to work5|tes In-addition, we
'wrll soon be enactmg a- new law to enhance protect|ons for domestrc"

'workers But we acknowledge that more needs to be done. We consider I

th|s area to be an evolvmg challenge that | assure you we will contmue to
address. '




Mr President, all of this progress is easy to take for granted; but let me
assure you that" we in the UAE do not. We know that it has only come
about because of a combination of visionary- leadershrp, collectwe-
commltment and a determlnatlon to stay oncourse,

And desp'ite this exceptional 'pro_gress,.the UAE--is not satisfied with the -

~ status quo. We know that pro'mot'rn'g human rights is an ong’oing'challenge-‘
that requires that we contmue to rev1ew our leglslatlon and strengthen o

enforcement mechanlsms to ensure they are flt for purpose

Mr. Pr’esid_'e_’ht} -

W

The UAE is also commItted to supportmg the promotfon of human rrghts )

around the world and there can be no doubt that we face a Iarge number;
of grave challenges in that regard - ' : '

. We recognlze the central:ty of economlc development and poverty

alle\natlon to. the realization of people s human rlghts. That is why we .

. 'contmue to dellver Iarge amounts of forelgn assmtance every year. In 2012"i
. we dlsbursed a total of $1. 59 brlllon Usmg the OECD DAC’s methodology, E

our- ald was equal to 0.33 per cent of GNI. ThIS is why we strongly supportr f

the work of the UN General Assembly to defme a “post- 2015 agenda” and -
' ensure we continue to share a collectlve wsron for promotmg human
.development & ' '

We are passionate advocates of the women'’s empOWermeht agenda
mternatlonally, not least because we have seen how |mportant it has been-
to our own expenence This.is why last’ ‘year we Jomed the Executive Board
of UN Women. In addition, the UAE Minister of Foreign Affalrs is a sponsor

of ‘the important UK- led initiative. to prevent sexual vrolence in conflict

situ at|ons



 The UAE is also a leadmg p!ayer in the global campaign agamst human

trafflcklng ‘We became a member of the Bali Process !ast Aprll and 5|gned' -
. numerous agreements with workers’ home countrles to work together to
prevent human trafflcklng Thls is a chal!eng[ng area, but we have made
: ssgnlflcant progress In 2012 there were 47 human traff[ckmg related cases,
leading to the arrest of 149 alleged trafflckers and convictions in 32 cases,
mvolvmg 91 trafflckers In January 2013 the UAE Cablnet passed enhanced
Iegal protectlons for \nctlms including important’ prOVISIons such as secunty. :
protection to w1tnesses and lawyers, as well as psychotherapy to VICtImS In -
addition, the Natlonal Commlttee to Combat Human Trafficklng recently-
deuded to establlsh a fund to support VICtImS

Mr Pres_iden_t,'f

lt will not 'sur'pris'e' you to hear that the UAE is profoundly concerned
about current challenges to human rights across the Middle East and-
North Africa reglon There is.no doubt that people across: the region face -

grave threats that should rlght[y be a focus of concern for the Umted
Natlons ‘ ' .

~ I this context, the UAE reaffirms its support for the ongoing democratic . -
' process in the Arab Republic of Egypt, whrch has the support of the majonty :

| of the Egyptian people who Is: currently facmg a Wave of acts of terrorlsm :

| wolence and extremlsm and we call upon the mternat]onal commumty to |

. glve its support to this. brotherly country

The traglc crrcumstances of the Syrlan people profoundly saddens us. We
must send a clear unlted message about thls humamtarlan crisis.. There is
mountmg ewdence of dellberate and wrdespread use of . starvatlon as a

- weapon of war by the Syrran regime, as well as ewdence of systematm _

~ torture and murder of detamees UN Secunty Councd resolution 2139 is.a
welcome step but now we must see action on the ground We are grateful
N o) Undersecretary-Generai Valerie Amos for her tlreless efforts in thls :

5




| r'eg-a_rd. Still, the situation in Syria has gr‘own so horrifying that even r'eli_ef is
_ not enough. We must ensure how and in the post conflict phase that there
" is no impunity for crimes that have been committed, so that the terrors of
-~ this war, lncludmg mass starvatlon and the dehberate targetmg of civilian
infrastructure will not be repeated :

The UAE also strongly supports current efforts to facrhtate a two-state
solution between the Palestlntans and the Israells The Palestinian people '
have suffered for too. long and lsrael must recogmze its reSponSIbmty to_"
make the compromlses necessary to achreve peace. ‘That includes an
Immed:ate end to Israel’s construction of |llegal settlements which pose-"
the smgle greatest threat to the current peace efforts. It also means an end
to unrversally condemned pract[ces such as the demolltlon of homes lllegal_
seizure of assets and arbltrary detentlons

~ Beyond these two specific human rlghts tragedies, the region as whol'e is
facing a number of common. threats that pose - serious. challenges to
. human rlghts ' '

e the manipnlation of our 'religion 'in order to 'achieve' extremist
-' pol1t|cal goals that are antlthetlcal to lslam a rel[glon which ISV
B _conducrve to modernlsat[on tolerance and women s empowerment
e sectarlanlsm WhICh is fuellmg vrolence and lS a self servmg, pohtrcally’.
| ) drlven phenomenon that we have a responsrblhty to oppose '
° an)d vrolent_extremlsm, a dlsease_that has scarred our region.’

And IVlr"President ‘we are profoundly concerned at: the impact: this is
havmg on the rlghts of \ women in the reglon There is no doubt that some'
in our region have tended to place too many- Ilmlts on the role of women

and have not benefited as much as the UAE has from women’s broad and
deep contribution_ to our _s‘oclety._ But the growing pockets of extre_mism



across the region are. threatemng to make this problem much worse, Let_
me assure you that the UAE will \ngorously chailenge this trend.

'l'n_ our determinat'i'o'n to oppose these"pa_n'-regional _t_hre‘ats, the UAE’s
leadership is committed to maintaining its vision of a society that is firmly
rooted in Arab Muslim values, which values 'tolerance and diversity,'gi\/es
peop!e from all backgrounds the opportunlty to achieve their asplratlons :

“and empowers women to partlcmate fully in socral economlc and polltlcal |
| hfe " ' -

Mr'PreSi_dent,

The UAE belleves that lnternatlonal cooperatlon, espemally through the
'Umted Natlons, is an important cornerstone of efforts to promote human '-
rlghts We are: proud to be a member of the Human nghts Council and sees -
it asa V|tal mechanism for enablmg cooperatlon between states on these

~ issues, : S

'l.ast year, the UAE underwent its second Umversal PerIOdIC Re\new We -
appreciate the opportumty the-UPR provides to engage in a constructlve- :
dialogue with the mternatlona! community and generate ideas for further
improvement. We see the UPR as the central, most legitimate mechanism
for mternatlonal dla[ogue about a countrys human rlghts situation. The 7
UAE’s UPR report was adopted in June and we have now begun the work of'-
_ followmg up on the one hundred recommendatrons that we accepted and
'the additlona! seven that we part|ally accepted '

_ In Dec‘ember of last year, We' also presented our first periodic repOrt to
| _the Arab Human nghts Committee, in accordance with the Arab Charter of
Human Rights, and we" are playlng a Ieadmg role’ in: estabhshlng ‘and-
'promotlng effluent human rights mechanisms |n the framework of the.
League ofArab States E Lot ' '




‘In 2013 the UAE established a new info.rma!. dialogue on human rights
with the EU. This is designed to promote open and constructive dialogue

about these issues, in the spirit of mutual respect, so as to enhance

, 'understandrng of our respectwe human rrghts challenges and achtevements
and to support one another’s contmued progress in thls regard

_We were. also pleased to host a vrsrt by the Specral Rapporteur on -
Trafﬁckrng in Persons Iast Apnl who recognlzed the progress achleved by
~our nat|onal campaign. Earlier this. year, we welcomed the Special
_'_Rapporteur on. theJndependence of Judges and Lawyers and Iook forward |

" to studymg her report when it is complete as part of our on~gomg efforts__ -

i to strengthen OUI‘jUdICIal system

Mr Prési,de'ﬂo’f,j -

It is because of our commltment to the success of the UN’s human rlghts '
'mechanlsms that we are conscmus of the need to work hard to remforce -

| therr effectl\reness.

Ta el

_ ZThe UAE is commltted to cooperatmg wrth Spemal Procedures, whrch are :
Ade5|gned o assrst countrles to promote human rzghts w1th|n a context of
mutual respect “We strongly welcome mandate holders as we smcerely_;.
tl\'seek to benefrt from thelr expert|se and constructlve adwce We stress the"‘:
i. rmportance to thelr effectiyeness and credlbrllty of them verlfy:ng the :

~ acéuracy of the mformatlon that they use. We: beliéve that lt is extremely

.'|mportant to . enshnne | t:_h'e h[ghest standards of - competence\ '
o professmnahsm and :ntellectual expertlse |n the select|on of the mandate '

holders

-The UAE also encourages the Human nghts Councﬂ to prlorltlze |ts work

avoid repetltlon and dupllcatlon, and focus on hew 1n|t|at|ves with greater-_ R

added value, in order to maximize |ts rmpact and fac:lrtate follow up to ItS:

dec15|ons



This also requfres that .we provide. adequate financial resources for
carrying out its lmportant work. That is why the UAE decided to donate 1. 5 .
~ million dollars to the Office of the ngh Commissioner for Human Rights |n'. '
2013. And I can announce today that we will soon enter into an.
'agreement with the UN to fmance 11.5 million- dollars’ worth of
' restoratlon to Hall 17 of the UN bulldmgs here in Geneva

B Mlj Pfesident, :

' As we look around the world today, thereis no doubt we Ilve in challengmg
times. Promotlng human rlghts in this context is not easy Nor are there any -
5|mple answers and we have to rlse above using. this important issue for

pollt!ca] purposes, that do not serve the hlgh and nob!e objectlves of the
human rlghts prmmp[es ' : : :

. To conclude let me assure you I\/lr PreSident that the UAE is commﬂ:ted to
ongomg lmprovements in human rights at home and to working in
partnersh|p with other countries, and through the Unlted Natlons, to help

- =|mprove the hves of people everywhere . |
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