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Explanation of Vote by Ambassador Christopher Ross, Senior Advisor, on the resolution on the Establishment of the United Nations Register of Damage, December 15, 2006 

Madam President, Distinguished Delegates,

The United States cannot support Resolution A/ES-10/L.20 and has thus voted “no.” Once again, the General Assembly, meeting in this Emergency Special Session, is presented with a resolution that fails to contribute constructively to work toward greater peace and stability in the region and the realization of the two-state solution.

For the second time in less than one month, the General Assembly has reconvened the 10th Emergency Special Session, which was first convened in 1997 and remains indefinitely open.

This United Nations mechanism has been subject to abuse and exploitation for political purposes. Today, the General Assembly meets to consider a resolution on a “Register of Damage Caused by the Construction of the Wall,” an issue that does not rise to the level of an extraordinary threat to international peace and security, which is the original purpose of an Emergency Special Session.

We do note the laudable efforts of a number of delegations to bring this text into full conformity with the Secretary General’s report of October 17, 2006, outlining recommendations for establishment of the Register. That report was prepared with great deliberation following the July 2004 Emergency Special Session and represents the United Nations Secretariat’s carefully considered recommendations.

We also note the resolution’s clear statement that the act of registration of damage through this Registry process does not entail an evaluation or assessment of the loss or damage claimed.

At the same time, and most importantly, we believe that the Registry process set forth in this resolution remains too ill defined and too open-ended in duration to allow us to support it.

The United States prefers to assist the Palestinian people in other ways. We continue to provide substantial assistance for basic human needs and civil society and private sector development. Our financial contribution to the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East alone totaled more that $135 million in 2006.

The conclusion of a General Assembly-created Registry will not be legally binding on any party. Creation of a Registry as set forth in the present resolution will only serve to raise false expectations on the part of claimants and divert resources from more important tasks. Such steps will not assist in fostering peace between Israel and the Palestinians.

With regard to resources, we strongly oppose the costs associated with the creation of this open-ended mandate. At over $2 million per year, with no provision for the mandate to be either reviewed or concluded, this body is committing scarce financial resources -- for a political statement. The creation of this Registry does not make a constructive contribution to peace and once again raises questions regarding the effectiveness of the United Nations and its credibility in addressing the many other grave and pressing problems in the world.

Member States should not support resolutions such as this, but should commit themselves to making the United Nations a relevant and constructive forum for addressing the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and other issues instead of acquiescing in its evolution into a purely political organization that cannot reform itself and pursues a single-minded agenda.

This resolution failed on that score, and we therefore voted “no.”

Thank you.  

