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Statement of H.E. Mahmoud Abbas
President of the State of Pulestine
International Day of Solidarity with the Palestinian People
29 November 2017

H.E. Mr. Anténio Guterres. Secretany-General of the United Nations.

H.E Mr. Miroslay Lajcak. President of the United Nations General Assembly.

H.E. Mr. Sebastiano Cardi, President of the Sccurity Council.

HE. Mr. Fodé Seck. Chairman of the Committee on the Exercise of the Palestinian People of their
Inalienable Rights

Excellences. Ladies and Gentlemen,

Seventy vears ago. on this same day. on the 29" of November 1947, the General Assembly adopted
resolution 18 1(II). unjustly deciding to partition Palestine, without the consent of its people. against their will
and in blatant disregard of their f ght to self-determination. A few months later, Israel forcibly uprooted two-
thirds of the Palestinian people from their land and destroved over 400 towns and villages, violently clearing
the way for its forced acquisition of more than three-quarters of Palestine’s territory, far bevond what was
allotted to it the partition plan. Then, in 1967, fifty years ago, Israel occupied what remained of Palestine’s

territory. constituting 22% of historical Palestine, comprising the West Bank, including East Jerusalem. and
the Gaza Strip.

While Israel was established in 1948 and was received into the United Nations soon thereafter — even
while the Palestinian people were tragically enduring their Nakba and even though the Palestine question
remained unresolved - seventy years later, the Palestinian people are still awaiting their long-overdue
freedom and independence and their rightful place among the community of nations.

As painful as it is, reflecting on history and these undisputed facts is essential on this anniversary, as
our Nakba persists to this day as the Palestinian people continue to be dispossessed and displaced and their
inalienable rights and national aspirations continue to be denied. Resolving this conflict requires rectification
of this grave injustice by upholding human rights and international law, fundamental for guaranteeing the

freedom and rights of the Palestinian people and a just solution that establishes genuine peace, security and
coexistence for both peoples.

For seventy years. our nation has thus looked to the international community for redress and support
for its just struggle for liberation. Yet, for seventy vears too long, this injustice has been ongoing with its
daily share of loss of human life. violence, suffering and hardship, oppression, colonization, imprisonment
and confinement, and collective punishment. And, yet, our people, even as they remain deprived of their
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most basic rights. including to self-determination, persevere and remain committed to peace and to the rule
of law and United Nations resolutions as the path to its realization ;

This year. their perseverance was reflected. mirer alia. in the peaceful resistance of our PeoPle m
Jerusalem. which led to the reversal of the decisions taken by Israel to further its control over Al-Haram All‘
Shanf. and the hunger strike by heroic Palestinian prisoners. But is it also embodied in the everyday. epic
steadfastness of our people even in the face of this historic injustice and the immense challenges they face
[iving under foreign military occupation and blockade and in exile

On this day, each year. we honor the resilience of the Palestinian people and honor the g.lobal
solidarity with our just cause. one of the greatest solidarity movements in recent times. This solidarity 1s
grounded n the core principles of justice, freedom, equal rights and dignity enshrined in the Charter of the
United Nations, international law and the constant, shared goal of peace.

The Palestinian people have stood side by side with and supported many nations in their struggle for
liberation and independence and have witnessed the attainment of their freedom as colonialism and
Apartherd were brought to an end in their countries with the support of the international community. We are
honored that these countries and their peoples stand by the Palestinian people today as they carry on their
struggle to end the longest foreign occupation in modern times and finally take their rightful place among the
community of free nations. We recall on this day the words of the heroic Nelson Mandela, who, reflecting

upon the indivisibility of freedom, stated: “Our freedom is incomplete without the freedom of the Palestinian
people ™.

We have never stopped seeking our freedom through all peaceful, political, diplomatic, legal means
possible Twenty-four years have passed since the signing of the Oslo Accords, interim agreements that were
supposed to lead within 5 years to the independence of the State of Palestine and a peace treaty resolving all
final status issues. We recognized then Israel on 1967 borders and to this day Israel refuses to reciprocate,
not only refusing to recognize the State of Palestine, or even the mere right of the Palestinian people to self-
determination, but also by actively pursuing its colonial settlement activities on the territory of the occupied
State of Palestine, in grave breach of UN resolutions and international law, including humanitarian and
criminal law, and obstructing our independence. With such illegal policies and actions, all of which have
been consistently deplored and rejected by the international community, including most recently in UN
Security Council resolution 2334 (2016), Israel is entrenching its occupation, rather than acting to end it,

destroying the two-State solution and creating an existential crisis for the Palestinian people and the prospect
for peace.

Faced with Israel’s blatant contempt of the law, UN resolutions and the longstanding global
consensus on the parameters of a just solution based on two-States on the 1967 lines, decisive action is
urgently needed. Each member of the international community must ask if it has done all that is in its power

to end Palestinian dispossession and Israeli occupation and to bring about peace for all the peoples in the
region. We believe much more can and must be done.

[sraeli violations cannot remain unchallenged; they constitute war crimes and crimes against
humanity and an imminent threat to international peace and security. The United Nations’ responsibility
towards the question of Palestine unuil it is resolved in all its aspects and the obligations of all States to

respect and ensure respect for international law must be upheld and must translate into concrete, coordinated
action.
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e exchinge o recopmion of and normalization of relations between all the States of the region and Israel

Also, we have fullilled our oblirations under the OQuartet Roadmap, endorsed by Security Council
resolution 1515 (2003) which laacl contimues (o violate to this day. Moreover, we have supported all other
peace mititives mcludmge the French imtiative (o salvage the two-State solution and advance peace, which
fed 1o the convenmy of the Parrs ( onference, as well as the initiative of Russian President Viadimir Putin.
the imtative of the Chinese President Xt Jmping and the efforts of United States President Donald Trump in
the hopes that such efforts would lead 10 o historic peace deal in fulfilment of the two-State solution on the
basis of the pre-1967 borders with Palestime and Isracl living side by side in peace and security and good
neighborly relations Howcever, Israch leaders have duplicitously and deliberately undermined all peace
cltorts preferrmg mstead 1o declare and pursue their absolute commitment to colonialism of our land and
dehumanization of our people to the detrment of peace.

By attempting to make 1ts colonial and military occupation irreversible, and by its relentless
agpression, provocations and incitement agamst the Palestinian people, including in Jerusalem and against
Chrestian and Mushm holy sies, undermimmg, the historic status quo, most notably as regards Al-Haram Al-
Shanil. Isracl s threatening to tansform a solvable political conflict into a one-State reality of Apartheid or a
never-endmg, religrous wan

We are fully commutted to international law and legitimacy and to the two-State solution on pre-1967
borders, and we remam ready to give every chance to regional and international efforts, based on the
longstanding terms of reference, to achieve a just peace. But if the efforts for such a solution fail, the
Palestintan people will neither disappear, nor will they accept subjugation and oppression as their future. Our
people will continue ther legitimate struggle to fulfill their inalienable rights, and will be entitled to strive
for equal rights for all 1 listorie Palestine, without discrimination. We reiterate, on this occasion, that our
struggle was never directed against Judaism as a religion, as we respect all faiths, but against the colonial
occupation of our land and people and demal of our inalienable human rights, including our right to self-
determuination,

Holding firm to our conviction in the law and international institutions, despite decades of
disappomtment and disillusion, the State of Palestine will continue engaging in all efforts to further the rule
of ternational law, including by the strengthening of its institutions and the empowerment of its people,
notably women and youth



In this regard. nattonal reconciliation 1s a prionty and will contribute to our efforts to umf;/ t;h;
Palestinian land and people We wall make every effort 1o end the division in all its aspects and eﬁsurd iR
the Palestiman Government s able to uphold its responsibilities m the Gaza Strip and uphold 1ts LV ()\f“
tonards our people We scize this opportunmity to reiterate our deep appreciation to the Arab chUb“.c o
Fovpt for its efforts and to once agam call on the mternational community o help us lift the IHL’:{'T{.;
inhumane lsrach blockade agamnst the Gaza Strip and to offer the necessary support 1o remedy the grave

humanitarnan sttuation there

On this centennial of the rgnoble Baltour Declaraton; on this seventieth anniversary of resoltlthn
[]1 (1), on the eve of seventy years of the Nakba, as millions of Palestine refugees continue to suffer In
exile, awaiting a just solution for therr plight in accordance with resolution 194 (111); and after the passage of
more than fifty years of the forcign occupation of the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, and the Gaza
Strip. we appeal once again for mternational protection of our people, for the enforcement of UN resolutions,
and for the adoption of measures by all States in compliance with their international obligations to help usher

an end to Israel’s colonization and occupation of our land.

Respect for international law is the cornerstone for achieving peace. But, neither that respect, nor the
coal of peace can be achieved by statements alone; words and commitments must be matched by action to
implement the law. On this day of International Solidarity with the Palestinian People, we stress that this is a
matter of urgency and urge that no effort be spared, and remain grateful to all those who firmly and nobly
stand for international law and the achievement of the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people and peace.
We await the day when we may together celebrate the freedom of our people in the independent State of
Palestine. with East Jerusalem as its capital, and welcome you all in a Jerusalem reconciled with its original
name. the City of Peace.



