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Read by : Mr Thirumurugan Gandhi 
Mr. President, 

A year after the adoption by this Council of a milestone resolution on “ensuring accountability and justice for all violations of international law in the Occupied Palestinian Territory, including East Jerusalem,” we deplore the ongoing deterioration of the human rights situation in the OPT, espec​ially in Jerusa​lem. 
A year after the UN Commission of Inquiry exposed patterns of unlawful use of force in Gaza and elsewhere in the OPT, we remain deeply concerned by Israel's policy of excessive use of force, which may amount to a “shoot-to-kill” policy, and by indiscriminate firing.
Once again, we highlight that the use of lethal weapons is permitted only in extreme and exceptio​nal circum​stances, where there is a real, imminent danger to human life and all other means have been exhausted. We urge Israel to immediately cease settlement expansion.

We strongly condemn Israel’s non-cooperation with UN mechanisms and independent international investigations, including the Special Rapporteur on the OPT, Michael Lynk who was appointed by consensus by this Council.

We also condemn Israel’s defamation and intimidation attempts against independent experts mandated by the UN to carry out investigations.

We call on the Human Rights Council to focus not only on the specific human rights violations being committed daily by Israel, the Occupying Power, against the Palestinian people, but also on the root causes which lead to such violations, namely the Israeli State’s Zionist ideology, which aims to establish a Jewish majority in historic Palestine through colonisation, ethnic cleansing, and the systematic oppression and domination of non-Jews

The only way to achieve peace and security for all is to end Israel’s occupation and colonisation of Palestine, respect, protect and promote the rights of Palestine refugees to return to their homes and properties as stipulated in UN resolution 194, and recognise the fundamental rights of the Palestinian to full equality.

We Eelam Tamils are facing similar kind of militarization, land grabbing, oppression and state terrorism by Sri Lankan government, we express our solidarity and support to Occupied Palestinians.

Thank you. 

