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Help Caabu lobby British politicians for Palestinian rights
[bookmark: _GoBack]Posted by Caabu on 20 May 2015 
Caabu needs your support to push for a strong British policy on Palestinian rights.  Any contribution will help us to build a stronger and more influential British political force fighting for Palestinian freedom.
Caabu has been working tirelessly since 1967 to raise public awareness on Palestine and to push the UK government towards backing a viable peace process.  But with settlements thickening, more homes being demolished and growing numbers of children detained, our work has never been so desperately needed and so drastically underfunded. 
Thanks to the dedication of staff, volunteers and members we have been able to achieve a lot with limited resources.   However, in order to continue this important work and keep Palestine on the political agenda, we urgently need your financial support.  With only three months of funding left, we desperately need your donations to help Caabu work for a fair, informed and balanced policy towards Palestine.  Here are some of the ways in which we are doing that:
· Parliamentary Delegations to Palestine – Between 2010 and 2015 Caabu has taken 55 prominent British politicians on delegations to Palestine, including former Cabinet ministers such as Jack Straw, Andy Burnham, Liam Byrne, Baroness Sayeeda Warsi, Dame Tessa Jowell; a former Home Office minister, Nick Herbert and Labour’s Shadow Business Secretary Chuka Umunna, 
· In 2016, Caabu took 17 British politicians to the West Bank, a record for the organisation. 
· Debates in Parliament– In recent years, MPs who have been on Caabu delegations have secured debates on such issues as Palestinian statehood, development in Area C, and Palestinian child detainees. In addition Caabu Parliamentary Members frequently put down questions to Ministers.
· Meetings with Foreign Office and DFID Ministers and Officials– Caabu has regular meetings with both ministers and officials to push for Palestinian rights. Most recently, Caabu was active in pushing for a UN Security Council resolution on Israeli settlements - which weas eventually passed on 23 December 2016. 
· Active and vibrant alliances with other organisations– Caabu is proud of its links with Palestinian human rights groups, such as Al Haq, Addameer, DCI-Palestine, Military Court Watch, Breaking the Silence and Medical Aid for Palestinians (MAP). We also work closely with other institutions and have recently produced “Trading Away Peace: How Europe helps sustain illegal Israeli settlements” - a groundbreaking report by 22 European agencies showing that the EU imports 100 times more per settler than per Palestinian. Caabu has welcomed new EU guidelines on financial dealings with settlements as a first step towards tougher actions.
Over the next 12 months, we will build on our existing work by expanding our campaign on banning settlement trade as part of a zero tolerance policy, forcing settlers to apply for visas to enter the UK and ending the blockade of Gaza.   We will also be taking at least three more delegations to Palestine.  In addition we aim to produce one report on Hebron.
However, the cost of our Palestine programme is £90,000 out of our total budget of £170,000, and we urgently need your help order to keep Caabu running.  All contributions, big or small, are extremely welcome and vital to the future of Caabu. 
Caabu depends on voluntary donations from its supporters. You can help us in a number of ways:
· An unrestricted donation
· Funding a specific programme or project (eg: delegations, reports)
· Leaving a gift in your will
· Sponsoring an event
· Becoming a member of Caabu’s 500 Club
If you are able to make a donation please visit www.caabu.org/get-involved/donateor contact Joseph Willits at willitsj@caabu.org.
Thank you very much for your continued support.

