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Human Rights Council - 34th session
Item 7 – General Debate
Oral statement
Mr. President, 
June 5th marked the 50th Anniversary of Israel’s Military Occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip.
This anniversary is also that of the denial of Palestinians’ right to self-determination, a right that includes the establishment of a Palestinian State. This right also includes the right of  Palestinian refugees to return to their homes from which they were forcibly displaced in 1948, before and after.
Since 1948 Israel has committed systematic violations of human rights, many of which amount to war crimes and crimes against humanity. All of these crimes have been committed with impunity and the perpetrators have succeeded to evade accountability.
Israel’s practices in the occupied Palestinian territory, especially settlement and its associated regime, violate international law and Palestinians’ inalienable sovereign rights. These practices have given Israel’s military occupation features of colonization and apartheid in violation of the principles of international law which emphasize the temporary nature of military occupation.
This has created realities on the ground and practices whereby many states de facto recognise the settlements as territory of Israel, furthering the violations of Palestinans.
The Human Rights Council must urge tIsrael to end its occupation and to implement international law, as well as relevant UN resolutions. 
It must work on building peace , which will not be achieved without justice.
Thank you for your attention.
