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Mr Chairman, Dist inguished Delegates' Ladies and Gentlemen'

l n t roduc t i on  r . - t i - - . , i . ha^  a . . emb

l t  is an honour for me to present my f irst reportto this dist inguished assembly fol lowing

m y a p p o i n t m e n t i n M a r c h t h i s y e a r a s S p e c i a l R a p p o r t e u r o n t h e s i t u a t i o n o f h u m a n

rights defenders by the Human Rights council  when it  renewed the mandate' Resolution

T l s . o f t h e H u m a n R i g h t s C o u n c i | l a y s d o w n m y t e r m s o f r e f e r e n c e , a n d r e c o g n i z e s t h e

fundamental contribution of Governments' col laboration for the furf i*ment of the

mandate '

lT..l1l'lll:' I present the methods or work' 
11": ::^"::"^:.*n''n 

buird on the

onesdeve lopedby the fo rmerSpec ia lRepresen ta t i ve .These inc lude :

a) communications to Member states on a'egations of human rights viorations

affecting human rights defenders. communications remain a major means of protection

that the rnandate can provide to human rights defenders, and greater attention wil l  be

given to fol low-up by engaging with al l  stakeholders concerned;

b) country visits which constitute the most effective means to make a difference on the

g r o u n d , i n t e r m s o f f a c t - f i n d i n g a n d m o n i t o r i n g , r e c o g n i t i o n a n d p r o t e c t i o n o f

defenders, and policy decisions that can be prompted by the momentum created; and

c) Reporting to the Human Rights council  and this august body the General Assembly'

rn addit ion, of importance are thematic studies aimed at compreting the body of

k n o w l e d g e a l r e a d y d e v e | o p e d , a n d e x p | o r i n g n e w a r e a s o f a n a l y s i s , r e l a t i n g t o t h e

Declaration on human rights defenders, and the many facets of the work of and

challenges faced bY defenders'

Vision and Priorit ies

Excel lenc ies '  Ladies and Gent lemen'
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I  would l ike now to discuss my vision and priori t ies on the implementation of the
mandate entrusted to me.

1) Analysis of general trends and challenges

First, I  bel ieve that a thorough analysis of generaltrends and challenges affecting human
rights defenders is essential so as to ful ly apprehend the context in which those
defenders operate, and therefore better protect them. such analysis can be undertaken
at different levels within the activit ies of the mandate.

2) Vulnerable groups of defenders

I am also determined to reinforce scrutiny on defenders exposed to specif ic forms of
violations and attacks. These include: women human rights defenders who are at
greater r isk of suffering violence and are targeted by forms of prejudices, exclusion and
repudiation by different parts of the social and poli t ical establishment, part icularly when
they work on women's r ights; defenders working on economic, sociat and cultural
r ights; defenders working on the rights of minorit ies, indigenous peoples, and lesbian,
gay, bisexual and transgender people (LGBT); defenders working on past abuses; and
defenders engaged in student protests. These defenders need specif ic and enhanced
protection as well as deliberate efforts to make the environment in which they operate
a safer, more enabling and accepting one.

3) Rights and freedoms of human rights defenders

I further intend to continue the analysis of the challenges and obstacles that defenders
face in'enjoying the rights to core freedoms of association and peaceful assembly set
forth in the Declaration on human rights defenders, with a view to formulating
recommendations aimed at overcoming these challenges and removing these exist ing
obstac les '  This  wi l l  complement  and update the work a l ready done in  prev ious repor ts
by my'predecessor.
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4) "Early-warning mechanism 
, -tr^^  ̂ h+r 

'  r terested in

Wi thav iew tos t reng then ing thep ro tec t i on func t i onen t rus ted tome, tamtn

engaging in processes and init iat ives aimed at promoting the development of strategies,

p rog rammes , ins t i t u t i onsandmechan isms fo r thep ro tec t i ono fhumanr igh tsde fenders

under threat. r am part icurarry interested in studying the facts necessary to devise an

,,early-warning mechanism,, for the protection of defenders with a view to anticipating

systematic threats against defenders by activating appropriate sectors of the national

Protection sYstem'

5) Follow- ups 
., :-r^A-i{ inetion of efforts on fol low-up to various

Another avenue of action wil l  be the intensif ication o

init iat ives, including on individuar cases taken up in my communications' l t  is not only

sources of communications that have a rore in fo*owing up cases and recommendations

but, more broadry, the whore human rights community in a* i ts ramif ications at the

national, regionar and internationar levers, and of course states whose obligation is to

Protect the r ights of al l '

:';'::il":"1'::'i;:il::::;'" 
the strengthening or co*aboration with regionar

mechanisms for the protection of human rights defenders, namery the special

R a p p o r t e u r o n H u m a n R i g h t s D e f e n d e r s : , : n . . l , , . . . n C o m m i s s i o n o n H u m a n a n d

peopres, Rights, the unit for Human Rights Defenders within the secretariat of the lnter-

American Commission for Human Rights, the Commissioner for Human Rights of the

councir of Europe, the Focal point on Human Rights Defenders within the off ice for

Democratic rnsti tut ions and Human Rights of the organization for security and

cooperation in Europe. on intra-mechanism cooperation, a f irst meeting between al l

regional 
,mechanisms was held recentry in Brussers to discuss ways of improving such

cooperation. r have also undertaken a joint visit  with the special Rapporteur on Human

Rights Defenders of the African commission on Human and peoples' Rights to Togo in
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August this year. I  have further attended a conference in Brussels organized by the

European Union and the Uni ted Nat ions ent i t led:  '6oth anniversary of  the Universal

Declaration of Human Rights: human rights defenders take the f loor". I  wil l  short ly meet

the Unit for Human Rights Defenders within the secretariat of the Inter-American

Commiss ion for  Human Rights .  In  addi t ion,  I  wi l l  cont inue co l laborat ing wi th  other

special procedures' mandate-holders so as to improve the effectiveness of special
procedures, both as a system and individual mandates. Finally, the work of tregtJ_bedie,.

is and will remain a reference for the mandate,s tr,"rJ[lnJlil iry,"e-t,

7) Popularization of the Declaration

I  am of  the opin ion that  more ef for ts  are needed to improve the understanding of  the

rights and obligations set forth in the Declaration on human rights defenders. Ten years

after i ts adoption, the Declaration.is not an instrument which is known enough both by

those who bear  the main responsib i l i t ies for  i ts  implementat ion,  namely Governments,

as well as by i ts r i8hts-holders, namely human rights defenders. Therefore, I  wil l  engage

in act iv i t ies a imed at  the popular izat ion and d isseminat ion of  the Declarat ion on human

r ights  defenders,  inc lud ing by fac i l i ta t ing the understanding of  the r ights  and obl igat ions

i t  enta i ls ,  pr imar i ly  Government 's  accouniabi l i ty  towards i ts  implementat ion,  and by

contributing to building the capacity of defenders to claim the respect of the r ights they

are entit led to in the Declaration.

8) Sharing good practices

Whi le  the protect ion funct ion of  the mandate is  to  remain predominant ,  I  am keen on

studying, sharing and report ing on good practices on human rights defenders. I  bel ieve

that more awareness on good practices in this area wil l  encourage replication and

therefore contribute to a better implementation of the Declaration on human rights

defenders. I  see my engagement in activit ies aimed at the sharing of good practices on

human rights defenders, part icularly at the regional level, as part of my overarching

pr ior i ty  to  popular ize the Declarat ion.



9) Universal Periodic Review

Finally, I  consider the universal Periodic Review of the Human Rights council  a

mechanism of strategic value in reviewing, and hopeful ly improving' the situation of

human rights defenders in countries under review' As the Declaration on human rights

defenders is  not  a  b ind ing inst rument  and does not  have a repor t ing mechanism'  the

potential of the UPR is even greater. To this end, I wil l  share in my next report to the

Human Rights council  some good practices that might emerge in this area'

Conclusion

I look forward to engaging in a constructive dialogue with al l  states so as to ensure a

safer environment for al l  human rights defenders' To this end' and on the occasion of

t h e f o r t h c o m i n g t e n t h a n n i v e r s a r y o f t h e D e c | a r a t i o n o n h u m a n r i g h t s d e f e n d e r s o n 9

D e c e m b e r , I h a v e a n n e x e d t o m y r e p o r t t e n k e y m e s s a g e s t o e n a b | e y o u t o k n o w

defenders better. I  trust you wil l  f ind these messages inspir ing' and welcome any

feedback You maV wish to Provide'

Thank You,  Mr Chai rman'
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