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Thant you. Mr. Presiden! lor the opPonmny ro rddEss lhis infonnal inteacrile

dialbgucofthcCcnralAsenblyonbehalrortheSecEr&y-Ce.cnl.He*ouldhavelitedro

hale join.d you on thn ftcasion, but. 6 you nay lno*, he had a lonS schedulcd trip ro Arja al

we sather today vith a single objative: to onsider the SecEtary-c.n.nl's iepon on

Inptem.htint th. R.lp.hsibititr tJ Pmrd.t (RtoP). The nmdate could nor be clea€r or come

rron a higher authonly At the 2005 world Sumn,.ll ofrhe heads of state ed eovemm€m,

withoul BePolion, €ommilled thelNlvs io pEv. i.g gdocide, w.r crires. edbi. cleansins,

dd crims a8aini hunanny, as well as theii incitemen. The cdenl Assembly. in Esolurion

6Ol. adofled the Sunnil Ourcone Dcumenr unaninonslt. subseq@.dy. the RroP prcvhions

of the OuLome Document wcre reafiimed by rhe security Council in Boluioo I 6?4 (2006).

w1$ lne secrebry C€nenl s presentati@ ot his rcpon ro lhe A$enbly tvo days aBo, rhe

p!Ge$ of implenentarion has b€gu. Pds8nph 139 of lhe Outcome Doommt s@ses rhrt rhe

Assenbly s onsidemrion ofRroP should be a @nrinuing one. Thc secdey-ce.frl *elon6

$e prospecl of an intractiv€ dialogue wilh the Member siaras on how besr ro op€mrionalize



RroP, at this session of the Cencml Asscmbly ud wcll beyond. He would valuc candid,

c.n{ructiv€. a.d sFcific conments on his pbposals d tan of this onsoine conle$arion. Th€

noe focused the comn€nls @. rhe no€ helpful lhey will be.

wllar we do nor need dis poinl, hoNevel lre effons to rum back the clocli ro divide

rh€ 
'nenbership. 

or lo diven ateddon fon ou cenlnl 6L Thc world is chrnging. Our

thinki.g needs ro evolvc wnh n.

Thisisnot 1999 Ten yeds xgo dre Assembly addEs*d th€ conceF olhunmibid

jnteflcnrion rnd found it wmliry. Unilatenlamdd i.rerve.tion under the guhe ofhummitaie

pinciples wa a.dis scn,s monlly, pohicolly, sd €onslilutionally unaccephble. That is

nor rhe UN pay. Bur neither is sunding by in thc tac€ or unrolding nas ar@ilies a modlly or

politicrlly mceprable option for this Organialion, Kofi Amm, C&eth Euns, Mofi.ned

SalDoun, Jean PinE. Md Fm.is Deng, mong othes, led ln€ searn for a better wry. The

bioader, more nultil eFl, nore nuaned. dd nore posnive ,oiion or tbe esponsibilily lo

protedsls$ena.sw- Prcve io.mdst teresponsihilnyveFtobe$ef,eys.

This is not 2005. Then, thrcugh hdd brrgaining ud oslntc and forwtrd-looting

diplomy, rhe detoil€d RtoP povisions of paragnphs 138 md 139 of the Outcohe Doclnenl

emqsed as an i egnl pactrge. Tne Secrelary Geneml wa\ caEful to p6eoe this h.rd-won

hala.a in his proFosah. His nmdale n to inple'Mt all - noi sone of tho\e provisions All

thre pillas olhis sriarcgy aE.eded b suppon lh€ SunnnOdome. we cmd pick od

cnoose imong them. For practical rasons, of course,lhe inplen€ arion of di fiercnr pides

may pr.cced ar diffft.r nrcs and in difieHl places, bur mly wirhin rhe agreed 2005

framewo*. Today, oft ta\k is io nove foNard by mainbining this balmce and by pr.scfli.B



Like evdyone els. ir (his .ha6b6. I M €ager b b@ th€ inlelLdul .rcheBe that is

abNr ro unfold b.fore us. R@ly hav€ so nmy prcoinenl rhorisrs and &odemicids g!@d a

single ostrun in lhis hous€. As a some-rift $holu, I would lite to join you. Mr. pr€sid.nl. in

welconing thm. Ttey h.ve an opportutrny to sh.d lighl whft r@ often rheroric has ephed

eas@ and the spELcle of d.bai. lhrarens the quiet saich for olmon groud, They have rhe

opportuny. as w.lr, to help dispel sore of d. mlrhs rhal hav. clug to Rtop titc s mdy

urwded bd&16 fom o errlier tine and pl&e Amo8 fiee e:

. on.. ihe old di€atuE tha( RtoP h dc,thq word for nilir.ry intEruenion, when it

sdks |he opposile b dh@ulee unilarerolnn, nilir!.y odvdtrnn

d€?cnd€nce oo nilnaiy responss 10 hnrirdie nedl

iwo, the dEd qnaid dd RtoP offs new l.8al .oms or would ,tler rhe Choner

basn for S€dnty Council decisions, when ir is a polniql, nol legat, @nept

based on well-esrablished intcmtional law dd rhe provisions of th€ UN Chaner;

rhc, rhe twist d nori@ $al elercignly and responsibihy ae sotuhow

inconpotible wbd. rq the S€retary-C@nl hls oft€n unde^@Ed. th€y d.

nurully einforcing lrinciplB md nis pld ains to suogthen, not wcal.n, uare

four, rhe EqdnS distonio tnar RroP favo6 big sbtes over snoll€r on s, whd

in ficl larg€ ounrri.s w.r. th. Insl ro @ne aboard in 2005, rh.y nrvc their ovn

svftignty o.ems! dd effons lo bolsld rhe rute of law nd intemariodl

insftutions s*e rhe inreBrs Df all.

As the Sdrary-Ccn@l noled in Berlin a )€ar aeo, te restoGibility to prcrel does

not aller lhe lcgal obligaion of Menbq Slales to Efroir fm de u* of force excefl in

.onfomity wilh the Chaner. Rad.r, n Ei.foEes $is obliearion. By botslering Unnal Nadons



pevntion. prcre.dd, esponse dd €blilding ne.hdnns, Rlo? feks to ennance rh€ rule of

law md eiped mullilahl oFi@s. '

we ae ple$ed, Mr P6ident, to se widc acaddic inriesr in R!oP, b€cause w. believe

lnat rigotM scholdship cm b. m inpotd ,lly i. our @mon qn€{ fM bell6 m@3 of

Feventing the comissior of ms atr€i1i6. TheE is nuch rhar we do nol know Th.

sederdy-C.n€ral, in his rcpon, undqlines dE @ed for more knowledg. md t enei daltsis

ab@l which preventive n€suEs have wo*ed besl in vrious pl&qi $d circuoslarces. For

iNlee, what kinds of asstulme or capacny-bnilding wolld b€ nct helpfnl ro nates eetins ro

foreshll fur@ iouds of lioloce dd $cial ftagmdhtionl w€ .ed cdefully d6unenled

6e sludi$, paniculdly aboul good,,b61 prmd€6 in difierenr pa&r of lhe sorld. W. Ed nore

sobd rcfledo dd less poldizing rhetonc i. our RtoP disourse. We tro*, ,s w€ll, rhal if w€

donl aq* lhe right qu€slions. we ll rever set to lhe riShl mswd.

W. also b.lieve in th. Ca.iol &smbly dd ir rhe qui€t work oa buildi.S rnd sniaining

consdss. valu.s mttr. Ova ih. ,lds. rhc Asscnbl, h6 eguahly done n@ thd dy olh€r

body to dvde intemtio.ol noms md st{d,rds. At irs besl rhe Assenbly has lruly uiqu.

Mr. PBident, aq you *ell npptciare, RtoP pnnciples e univ.rsal. Every pan of the

eorld has s!fi€rcd n.s .tmny crin s al one poinl or mother. Publi.s €!€rywherc are

@ufli.g m ns ro do ou b€st to inplenem fully dd faithlully the decisioN of rle 2005 Summit.

So w€ look foedd b the debale @Mtuins fiis aftEmoof, sidr a stong sense of oFimhn,

piagnorism, md @nvictioo.

Th&I you. Eicellencies, foryour arlenrion.


