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More than a hundred Israeli and Palestinian activists participated in a study day  last Saturday on the prospects and challenges of the "one democratic state" program. The study day took place in Ramallah and was organized by the “The Popular Movement for One Democratic State on the Land of Historical Palestine" and "The Jaffa Group for One Democratic State."
 
Most of the study time was devoted to listening to the views of participants and to an open discussion about the objectives and ways of working of the new movement.
 
The organizers clarified that the "one democratic state" program aims at restoring all the usurped rights of the Palestinian people, first and foremost the right of return for all refugees. Confirming this goal, they wrote in a press release, "refutes any intersection between our program, which is based on democracy and liberty, and the empty political balloons waved recently by some spokesmen of the Israeli right. The starting point and ultimate goal of the program of the Zionist Right and Left alike is to prevent the application of the right of return, solidify the results of the crime of ethnic cleansing and maintain the Jewish apartheid state."
 
Participants also stressed that "one democratic state" is the only program that provides the conditions the right of return and to fully get rid of the occupation and the racist apartheid regime. For this reason, they contended, it is the only program that can be considered as a solution. In contrast, the continuation of the occupation and the re-division of the country could only lead to increased suffering and the continuation of the bloody conflict.
 
The organizers pointed to the symbolic significance of holding the study day on November 2, the anniversary of the Balfour Declaration. Through this document Britain awarded legitimacy to Zionist colonization at the expense of the rights of the Palestinian people, in order to establish a foothold for Western imperialism in the Arab region and the Middle East in general.
