PAKISTAN

PERMANENT MISSION TO THE UNITED NATIONS

# FAST 65th STREET - NEW YOREK, NY 10021 — (212) 879-8600

Please check against delivery

Statement
by

Ambassador Masood Khan
Permanent Representative of Pakistan

on

Agenda Item 69:
Promotion and Protection of Human Rights

Third Committee
67" Session of the UNGA

New York
{8 Nervember 2012




Pape 1ol 2

Mr. Chairman,

Pakistan's founding lTather, Quaid-c-Azam Mohammad AR Jimmah ssids 210 we want o make this
greal State of Pakistan happy and prosperous we should wholly and solely concentrale on the well-
being of the peeple. and cspecially of the masses and the poor™ These words remain the guiding
norms for successive governments and the siate of Pakistan,

Human rights ensure the inherent human dignity and equalily ol all human beines, Phe nommative
edifice of human rights that stared with Universal Declaration of THuman Rights continues to grow
slronger.

Without ensuring the fundamental human rights there can be no real peace which is a pre-reguisite
far developroent. We musi conlinue 1o sirenpthen propotion and protection of all hamnan rightls. We
should also create pecessary safeguards agamst new and  conlernporary  manifestations  of
discrimination. injustices and obstacles thal impede their tull realization.

Progress has been made in building the normabive Iramework ol the human rights  law,
unplementation of the international human rights instruments remains a diffieult sk, Millions of
people continue © endure conflicts across the world, espeaally o the developing coumrics
conflicts often sparked and sustained by the polines of scarcity, sreed and explontation. Millions
continue to sulfer under the voke ol foreign occupation and are denicd [undamental lreedoms and
therr rightl Lo sell delermination.

Mir. Chairman,

The stromg hnk between civil and polincal rights and the ceononue, soeial und cullural nghts and
thetr equal status mnst always be respected and prescrved. Violations of one set of these rights
underming all others. Poverty alleviation. therefore. should hecome the central theme of the humarn
rights machinery, Nou-implementaton ol the mght 1o Tevelopmen! renains an obstacle for millions
of those aspiring 1o he Tiled oul of poverty, The UN and the international communily must do (heir
part o make 1y reality, which would also lead to penuine realization of umiversal human rights.

Pogether with other important rights, each ndividuwal has a basic environmental right. We must work
ogelher o ensure reversing its pegative trends. which do not distinguish belween developed and
developing countrics.

Mr, Chairman,

The prowing trends of racism, racial and religious diserimmnaenon meluding xenophobic tendencies
arc threatemng the mulli-cullural labne of many of ow socictics. Recenl mendents of Tslamaophobia
have once again highlighted the need to eollectuvely combal slereclyping, incitcment to hateed,
discrimination and violence on the hasis of one’s religion or faith. This 35 imperalive (o avoid their
negative fallout on international peace and sccurtty. The QI sponsored resolution 66/167 adopted by
conscnsus provides the basis lor this collective action at different levels. We look lorward 1o 1ty
effective implememntation by all States that would strengthen democracy and combat religious
imlolerance.

My, Chairman,

Pakistan is proud to be one of the founding members of the Human Rights Council, Cur membership
of the Counal and 1ty predecessor Commission on Humean Rights has served as a catalvst Tor the
promohon and protection of human nights 10 Pakistan,
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PPakistan attaches importance to the work ol OHCHR a8 well as mandates ol all Special Procedures as
important leols in promoting and protecting human rdghts. Ow cngigement with these mechanisms is
evident [rom our regular interaction with them in Geneva as well as country visits underlaken by the
High Commissioner. Special Rapporicur on Tndependence on Tudges and lawvers as well as the WG
on Arbitrary Detentions. We shall further this constructive enpagement that should be hased on
multally respectable and  cooperative  approach, spectal - Procedures  are entrusted  specific
responsibilities W report under carefully crafied inter-povernmentally agreed mandaies. They must
discharpe their dutics with full independence within the given mandate with needed impariiality,
transparency and stricl avoidance of politicization.

Mr. Chairman,

Pakistan’s Constitntion 15 hased on the principles of equal nights and equal Ireatment of all citizens
and persoms without any distinetion, Tt puarantees fundumental i ghts and freedoms, ncluding social,
economic and political justice, freedom of thought, expression, rchgion, faith, worship and
association.

1t directs the state to take appropriste measures W enable women 1o participate e all spheres of life
and commumity activities, and saleguard the rights and interests of the minorities. Aspiraions of our
constitution and people are lor a modemn. moderate and demaocratic polity that would wphold all
human rights and foster respect especially for the tiphts of women, children and minorities.

Ine line wath our commitment W promoting aned protecting human rights, we are a State party (o seven
cure human rights instruments. Remaining instiuments are also under active consideration of relevant
suthorities. In the interest of harmonization, Pakistan also withdrew a number of 11y reservations 1o
ICCPR and CAT.

Mr. Chairman,

In Pakistan, the Ministry of Human Rights monitors and addresses hurman rights violations and
trends. with special reference 1o wamen, minorities and vulnerable seoments of sociely, Qur media 1y
onc of the Ireest and most vibrant in South Asia, Besides acting as a watchdog on government
policies, our Media has also worked zealously to raise swareness in the masses of their buman rights.

A stndent and determined civil society is plaving an setive role in assisting the victims of human
rights 1 petting their gricvances addressed. helping the government in shaping human rights
comphant pelicies. fostering a culture of accountability and assisting in changing socictal atiitudes
through awarcness raising. Similarly our independent judiciary has taken wide ranging steps 1o
guaraniee protection of constitutional rights of all citizens.

The Governmenl of Pakistan is determined to pursue the legacy of our lounding father Mohammad
Al himnah, his message of tolerance, respect and moderalion, and Lo lranslate these into an elhos and
a papular culture for the promotion and protection of human i ghls in all sphercs ol lilk,

Belore I conclude, let me state that we were a bit surprised by a relerence made by a pastor from the
Russian Federation desk expressing his coneern ahout the Christians in Pakistan. T sssure the pasior

and the Russian delegation thal Christians are part of the political, sconomic and sovial fabric of
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Pakistan, Their rights, as ol other minorities. are protecled by our Constitution and laws, Morcoyer,
our Government, Parliamenl. judiciary, civil socicty and media ure ruarantors and protectors ol their
nghts, Incidents of discrimination do oceur, as 1 am sure they oceur in Russia. Bul as soon as they
oeeur we move swiltly to stuunch them and address them,

T thank you Mr, Chairman.




